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INTRODUCTION
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end, various assessments of its implementation are being

conducted in the lead up to the Fifth UN Conference on the

Least Developed Countries (LDC5). It is clear that progress in

FHMNJ[NSL YMJ .5T& LTFQX FSI TGOJHYN[JX \FX XQT\ FSI ZSJ[JS
FRTSL YMJ 1JFEXY )J[IJQTUII (TZSYWNJIX 1)(X J[IS GIKTWI

the COVID-19 crisis.
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structural impediments to sustainable development and char
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These multifaceted impediments to sustainable development

include remoteness from markets and smallness (with many

being landlocked or small islands), low productivity, including

in agriculture, and high burden of communicable disease as

well as high prevalence of natural disasters. Quite a few are
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tually reinforcing.

In addition, LDCs have been facing challenges with respect

to access to dedicated international support measures. For
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erential market access and many continue to face obstacles
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make up 14 percent of the global population they account
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global Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).

Nevertheless, LDCs also achieved progress in various areas

such as health, education, gender, access to information and
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concentration and governance. However, such progress has
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vanced countries, especially in areas that are crucial for accel

erating progress, such as tertiary education and broadband

subscriptions. In addition, LDCs continue to be disproportion

ally affected by the climate crisis, with cascading effects of

different shocks, often at the same time.
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(at the time of writing),® the COVID-19 pandemic is one of

the greatest global challenges in the history of the United

Nations. No country was ready to face the novel coronavirus,
an invisible enemy that quickly spread across the globe
wreaking havoc on even the most advanced public health
systems and economies, causing immeasurable human
suffering and an unprecedented global social and economic
crisis. Grave concerns were immediately voiced about the
disastrous effects the pandemic could have on the poorest
countries with the weakest health care systems in the world,




