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In Haiti, the only LDCs in the Americas, a total of over a thou-
sand cases per 1 million people have been reported with 251 
deaths or about 22 deaths per 1 million people. 

https://covid19.who.int
http://www.moh.gov.bt


https://covid19.who.int
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
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vjg" pwodgt" qh" ecugu" vq" lwuv" 529"ykvj" |gtq" fgcvju0" Uejqqnu"
across much of the country reopened with a phased approach 
only in early November. 

Vkoqt/Nguvg"jcu"dggp"Ὄijvkpi"vyq"kphgevkqwu"fkugcugu"ukown-
vcpgqwun{<"fgpiwg"cokf"EQXKF/3;"rcpfgoke0"Kv"ycu"cuuguugf"
vjcv"vjg"eqwpvt{Ҳ"gzrgtvkug"kp"ocpcikpi"fgpiwg"jgnrgf"vq"tg-
spond to the pandemic, as the public health response relied 
qp"uqog"qh"vjg"ucog"rtkpekrngu0"Vkoqt/NguvgҲu"uvtcvgi{"tgnkgf"
on early intervention and a mandatory quarantine with partic-
ular attention given to Timorese returning from overseas and 
reinforced security and surveillance at the borders. All cas-
gu"ygtg" kfgpvkὌgf"dghqtg" tgcejkpi" vjg"eqoowpkv{0"Jqygxgt."
yjkng"Vkoqt/NguvgҲu"vguvkpi"cpf"vtcekpi"ogcuwtgu"kp"tgurqpug"
vq"EQXKF/3;"jcxg"dggp"rtckugf"d{"gzrgtvu."vjg"eqwpvt{Ҳu"nqy"
capacity of hospital services, raises concerns in terms of a 
potential second wave of the virus that could affect the coun-
vt{Ҳu"cdknkv{"vq"tgurqpf"vq"dqvj"fkugcugu"ukownvcpgqwun{."eqo-

https://www.abc.net.au/radio-australia/programs/pacificbeat/timor-dengue-fixed/12360020
https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/timor-lestes-covid-19-response/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/06/timor-lestes-covid-19-response/
https://e-global.pt/noticias/lusofonia/timor-leste/timor-leste-lu-olo-e-governo-analisam-seguranca-fronteirica/
https://au.int/en/documents/20200320/africa-joint-continental-strategy-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/what-african-nations-are-teaching-the-west-about-fighting-the-coronavirus
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/sante/maladie/coronavirus/video-covid-19-une-epidemie-comme-ca-il-faut-lui-sauter-a-la-gorge-un-microbiologiste-francais-explique-pourquoi-l-asie-s-en-sort-mieux_4178323.html
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/sante/maladie/coronavirus/video-covid-19-une-epidemie-comme-ca-il-faut-lui-sauter-a-la-gorge-un-microbiologiste-francais-explique-pourquoi-l-asie-s-en-sort-mieux_4178323.html
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/sante/maladie/coronavirus/video-covid-19-une-epidemie-comme-ca-il-faut-lui-sauter-a-la-gorge-un-microbiologiste-francais-explique-pourquoi-l-asie-s-en-sort-mieux_4178323.html
https://www.banquemondiale.org/fr/news/feature/2020/04/03/in-the-face-of-coronavirus-african-countries-apply-lessons-from-ebola-response
https://www.banquemondiale.org/fr/news/feature/2020/04/03/in-the-face-of-coronavirus-african-countries-apply-lessons-from-ebola-response
https://www.afro.who.int/news/robots-use-rwanda-fight-against-covid-19
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A.4 POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS AND  
PROGRESS TOWARDS ENSURING  
EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF EFFECTIVE 
VACCINES TO THE LDCs

The continuing COVID-19 pandemic and its multifaceted 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical-guidance
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical-guidance
https://www.who.int/initiatives/act-accelerator/covax
https://www.who.int/health-cluster/news-and-events/news/Multiple-emergencies-Sudan/en/
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assistance to Bhutan, the Maldives, Nepal, Bangladesh, Myan-
mar, Mauritius and Seychelles.13"Jqygxgt." lwuv"cv" vjg"vkog"qh"
writing, a soaring level of infections has led the Indian gov-
gtpogpv" vq" vgorqtctkn{" tguvtkev" gzrqtvu" qh" vjg" pcvkqpcn" xce-
cine production, triggering setbacks for vaccination drives in 
ocp{" qvjgt" eqwpvtkgu0" Eqxcz" cppqwpegf" vjcv" kv" jcf" vqnf" kvu"
dgpgὌekct{"eqwpvtkgu"vjcv"pgctn{"322"oknnkqp"fqugu"gzrgevgf"
in March and April would face delays because of “increased 
demand for Covid-19 vaccines in India.” 

Vjg"Chtkecp"Wpkqp"ugewtgf"c"rtqxkukqpcn"492"oknnkqp"EQXKF/3;"
vaccine doses for Africa through its COVID-19 African Vaccine 
Acquisition Task Team (AVATT).14 Based on that, the Africa 
Ogfkecn" Uwrrnkgu" Rncvhqto" *COUR+." qp" dgjcnh" qh" vjg" Chtkec"
Egpvtgu" hqt" Fkugcug" Eqpvtqn" cpf" Rtgxgpvkqp." qrgpgf" rtg/qt-
ders, offering an equitable access of COVID-19 vaccines 
fqugu"hqt"77"Chtkecp"Wpkqp"ogodgt"uvcvgu0"Chtgzkodcpm"ycu"
gzrgevgf"vq"hceknkvcvg"rc{ogpvu"d{"rtqxkfkpi"cfxcpeg"rtqewtg-
ment commitment guarantees of up to US$2 billion to the 
manufacturers on behalf of the African Union member states.

Vjg"Chtkec"Egpvgtu"hqt"Fkugcug"Eqpvtqn"cpf"Rtgxgpvkqp"uvctvgf"
discussing with the Africa Union and partners about the 
pggf"vq"etgcvg"c"ұҲeqpvkpgpvcn"ecrcekv{ҲҲ"vq"rtqfweg"EQXKF/3;"
vaccines, especially in view of the potential, in a few years, for 
regular, additional vaccination or boosting. Senegal is among 
vjg"Ὄxg"Chtkecp"eqwpvtkgu" kfgpvkὌgf"cu"jcxkpi" vjg"pgeguuct{"
capacity.15

13 jvvru<11yyy0vtkdwpgkpfkc0eqo1pgyu1pcvkqp1wu/crrncwfu/vtwg/htkgpf/kpfkc/hqt/ikhvkpi/eqxkf/xceekpg/vq/ugxgtcn/eqwpvtkgu/424735 
14 jvvru<11yyy0chtgzkodcpm0eqo1cour/qrgpu/eqxkf/3;/xceekpgu/rtg/qtfgtu/hqt/77/chtkecp/wpkqp/ogodgt/uvcvgu1

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/us-applauds-true-friend-india-for-gifting-covid-vaccine-to-several-countries-202513
https://www.businessinsider.com/oxford-covid-19-vaccine-pfizer-moderna-compared-astrazeneca-cheaper-temperature-2020-11?r=US&IR=T
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-55040635
https://www.who.int/news/item/22-01-2021-covax-announces-new-agreement-plans-for-first-deliveries
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-03-2021-first-covid-19-covax-vaccine-doses-administered-in-africa
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-03-2021-first-covid-19-covax-vaccine-doses-administered-in-africa
https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/covid-19-vaccine-race
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B. THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
COVID-19 ON WELLBEING

Vjg"EQXKF/3;"rcpfgoke"jcu"dtqwijv"cdqwv"ukipkὌecpv"fkutwr-
tion in everyday life, with wider socio-economic implications 
globally. This section will focus on the following aspects to 
assess the consequences of COVID-19 on wellbeing in LDCs, 
yjkej"ctg"enqugn{" tgncvgf" vq"ugxgtcn"UFIu<"rqxgtv{"ogcuwtg-
ogpvu="gornq{ogpv"*kpenwfkpi"kp"vjg"kphqtocn"geqpqo{+="cpf"
access to education, given the limited digital and Internet con-
nectivity. For an assessment of the impact of COVID-19 on 
other well-being measures such as health and food security, 
see sections A and C. of this report, respectively. 

B.1 IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON POVERTY

LDCs have generally lagged behind on SDG 1 (poverty eradi-
ecvkqp+."ykvj"vjg"pwodgt"qh"rgqrng"nkxkpi"kp"gzvtgog"rqxgtv{"kp"
the LDCs rising from 340 million in 2010 to 349 million in 2018 
(Akiwumi and Valensisi, 2020). Due to the challenges arising 
from conducting household surveys, there is often a lag of a 
few years in poverty estimates. World Bank pre-COVID data 
qp" rqxgtv{" ujqyu" vjcv" vjg" tcvg" qh" gzvtgog" rqxgtv{" kp" vjg"
LDCs, measured as the population living below US$1.90 per 
day was about 35.1 percent in 2018 (see Figure B.1). While this 
ujqyu"oqfguv"tgfwevkqp"kp"rqxgtv{"tcvgu"qh"crrtqzkocvgn{"7"
percentage points since 2010, SDG 1 of eradicating poverty 

https://www.francetvinfo.fr/sante/maladie/coronavirus/video-covid-19-une-epidemie-comme-ca-il-faut-lui-sauter-a-la-gorge-un-microbiologiste-francais-explique-pourquoi-l-asie-s-en-sort-mieux_4178323.html
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/fact-sh3110 4>lack9 i6venwashin_ o6u7.5-puts-mill/6348.44]/StructParent 22/Subtype/Link/Type/Annot>><</IsMap r4Sl
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_on_universal_health_coverage.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_on_universal_health_coverage.pdf
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-06-2020-covid-19-significantly-impacts-health-services-for-noncommunicable-diseases
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-06-2020-covid-19-significantly-impacts-health-services-for-noncommunicable-diseases
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-06-2020-covid-19-significantly-impacts-health-services-for-noncommunicable-diseases
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/

