


   
 

At the frontlines of the COVID-19 pandemic, climate change, a growing crisis of debt, the Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs) are falling further behind the rest of the world. Escalating conflicts, especially the war in 
Ukraine, are exacerbating food, energy, humanitarian, and refugee crises.  To highlight the importance of 
sustainable recovery, the High-Level Roundtable 6 addresses the opportunities for building back better and 
increasing the resilience of LDCs against future shocks. Increased focus on sustainable recovery, access to 





   
 

The current vaccine inequality is alarming not only to LDCs but also to developed countries. Access to 
vaccines in LDCs is critical for safeguarding the entire world against dangerous variants of the virus and 
ending the pandemic. Lack of equitable access to safe and effective Covid-19 vaccines in LDCs prolongs 
global economic uncertainty, exacerbates socioeconomic impacts and leads to continued loss of life and 
suffering. The COVID-19 Vaccines Global Access, COVAX8 aims to accelerate the development and 
manufacture of COVID-19 vaccines, and to guarantee fair and equitable access for every country in the 
world. Despite this unprecedented global collaboration, there is an acute need to scale up and speed up the 
deliveries to the poorest countries. 

In addition to ensuring access to vaccines, LDCs and their partners need to tackle the widespread 
socioeconomic impact caused by the pandemic. Central to the COVID-19 recovery response is plugging 
the gaps that made it difficult for LDCs to mount strong pandemic measures and ensuring that the most 
marginalised communities are supported with the basic infrastructure to stay engaged in production, 
education, and healthcare. The recovery efforts should also directly contribute to the efforts to achieve the 
2030 Agenda and Sustainable Development Goals and hence building a more sustainable and resilient 
future. Many LDCs however lack the financial capacity and resources to invest in recovery and resilience. 
There exists now a larger than ever demand to have new financing initiatives and new actors supporting the 
sustainable and inclusive recovery in LDCs.  
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The Doha Programme of Action sets a concrete target to provide necessary support to the COVID-19 
Vaccine Global Access (COVAX) Facility and other relevant initiatives to vaccinate all eligible individuals 
against COVID-19 as early as possible and 70 per cent of the population in least developed countries by 
mid-



   
 

warning system and comprehensive multi-hazard crises mitigation and resilience building measures for 
LDCs. These measures to be established or revitalized at the national, regional and global levels would 
cover the response to various types of disasters and shocks, including pandemics. This would enable 
countries to save lives and money, speed up response times and bring more predictability and rigor to their 
response to shocks and crises. In this regard, post COVID-19 recovery and stimulus packages offer new 
opportunities to catalyze greener economic growth, invest in renewable energy and resilient infrastructure, 
avoid environmental deregulation, address key disaster risk drivers, and this way build more resilient future 
for LDCs. 
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following pertinent questions: 

1. How can the international community support LDC is accessing Covid-19 vaccines and fulfil 
relevant targets in the Doha Programme of Action? 

2. How can LDCs enhance their crisis preparedness and resilience against future shocks considering 
their vulnerability to multiple crises and shocks, including food, energy finance crises? 

3. What are the latest, scalable innovations to enhance resilience-building in LDCs and reduce their 
vulnerability to economic, health and environmental shocks? 

4. How can the LDCs build partnership with the private sector to co-develop innovative financial 
instruments, including to manage residual risk e.g., through bonds, insurance products and other 
contingent financing mechanisms? 

5. How can the implementation of the Programme of Action be utilized best to promote Covid-19 
recovery and resilience building in LDCs?   

6. How best the development partners, the UN system and other stakeholders can support the LDCs 
to realize the DPOA deliverable on comprehensive multi-hazard crises mitigation and resilience-
building measures? 

 
	

	
	


