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Ms. Ahunna Eziakonwa is a leading development and 
humanitarian specialist with over 20 years’ experience in 
the United Nations, culminating in her 2018 appointment 
by Secretary-General Antonio Guterres to serve as UNDP 
Assistant Administrator and Director, Regional Bureau for 
Africa (RBA), at the rank of Assistant Secretary-General.  
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As Chief of Africa at the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Ms. 
Eziakonwa oversaw 15 operations covering West, East and Central Africa on UN system 
response to natural disasters and complex emergencies and transitions from relief to 
recovery.  Other senior positions held in the field were in Liberia (Head of Office a.i) and Sierra 
Leone (Deputy Chief).  Before joining the UN, she held senior positions in civil society 
organizations advocating for the rights of women and youth. 
 
She is a graduate of Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs where she 
attained a Masters of International Affairs with a focus on Economic and Political 
Development in Africa.  She is also an alumnus of the Harvard Kennedy School Executive 
Programme where she got specialized training on cutting edge development thinking.  Her 
core training is in Education with a Bachelor’s degree from University of Benin  Benin City, 
Nigeria. 
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Cyril Obi is a program director at the Social Science Research Council, 
New York, where he leads the African Peacebuilding Network BAPN) 
and (since September 2018) the Next Generation Social Sciences in 
Africa programs. After completing his doctoral studies in political 
science at the University of Lagos, Nigeria, he joined the Nigerian 
Institute of International Affairs (NIIA), Lagos, Nigeria, and became an 

associate research professor in 2004. That same year, Dr. Obi was awarded the Claude Ake 
Visiting Chair at the Department of Peace and Conflict Research at the University of Uppsala, 
Sweden. From 2005 to 2011, he was a senior researcher and led the research cluster on 
“Conflict, Displacement and Transformation” at the Nordic Africa Institute (NAI) in Uppsala, 
Sweden. He has received numerous prestigious international academic awards and 
fellowships. Dr. Obi is currently a research associate of the Department of Political Sciences, 
University of Pretoria, South Africa; and was an adjunct professor at the Graduate Center of 
the City University of New York (CUNY). His publications include The Rise of China and India in 
Africa: Challenges, Opportunities and Critical Interventions (Zed Books, 2010), with Fantu 
Cheru; Oil and Insurgency in the Niger Delta: Managing the Complex Politics of Petro-
Violence (Zed Books, 2011), with Siri Aas Rustad; The Unfinished Revolution in Nigeria’s Niger 
Delta: Prospects for Environmental Justice and Peace, London and New York: (Routledge, 
2018), with Temitope Oriola. His most recent book is, Developmental Regionalism and 
Economic Transformation in Southern Africa, (London and New York: Routledge, 2020), with 
Said Adejumobi. 
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Raphael Obonyo is a public policy analyst and multi 
award winning youth advocate at the national, regional 
and international levels. Mr Obonyo has extensive 
knowledge and experience in public policy, 
international development, political economy, gender, 
youth, governance and human rights, and serves on the 
board of World Bank’s Global Youth Network, Global 

Diplomatic Forum and Africa Leadership Institute. He’s an alumnus of the UN-
Habitat’s Youth Advisory Board, Les Aspin Institute of Governance and 
Leadership and the Ford Foundation International Fellowship Program.  
 

Mr Obonyo is TEDx fellow, and has authored and coauthored numerous books, 
including the Conversations about the Youth in Kenya. 
 
He holds a Masters in Public Policy from Duke University in the United States.  
 

 


