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There is a policy preference in the two countries for admission of skilled immigrants. In Australia, applicants for 
permanent residence are selected on the basis of a point system that assigns higher scores to persons with degrees or 
diplomas acceptable in Australia and at least three years of work experience. The Government increased the ceiling for 
immigration in 2002, allocating a large part of that increase to the skills category. In New Zealand, in 2003 the Gov-
ernment amended its selection criteria for skilled immigrants to better match its needs and took measures to facilitate 
the transition of skilled migrant workers from temporary to permanent status.

Australia is among the countries with large populations of foreign students in higher education, and the number of 
foreign students increased markedly between 1990 and 2002. Australia’s rise as a major destination for foreign students 
stems from the Government’s decision in the late 1980s to deregulate the educational sector, assist higher education 
institutions in establishing and marketing courses for overseas students, and easing visa restrictions for paying foreign 
students. Admission procedures for foreign students were simplified further by Australian authorities in 2002.

Australia and New Zealand have programmes to allow young citizens of selected countries to travel and work within 
the host country for periods that can last for one or two years. They are most likely to find temporary jobs in low-
skilled occupations.


