
constituting 2.1 per cent of the total population, and a Diaspora of migrants from the region living 
overseas who have contributed to the sub-continent through remittance of earnings and economic 
interactions with their home countries.

�e slow growth in migrant stock in the sub-continent (in 2004–2005, increasing by only 265,000) is in large part 
accounted for by the ongoing reduction in the number of refugees, which declined from 5.4 million in 1990 to 2.75 
million in 2005. �e drop-off reflects the return of refugees to their home countries, in the wake of successful resolu-
tion of conflicts during the 1990s.

�e most significant receiver of migrants within the sub-continent is South Africa, which uses bilateral agreements 
to manage the temporary admission of migrant workers from neighbouring countries for employment in the mining 
sector. According to one study, poverty would increase by about 15 per cent in Lesotho if migrant workers in South 
African mines were to stop sending remittances home.

Outgoing migration from the region has attracted international attention recently because of desperate efforts by West-
ern African migrants to enter Europe clandestinely via sea lanes, and resulting deaths, which have led to new efforts at 
regional cooperation (see below).  

 Ranking  Country  Remittances (millions USD)            Percent of GDP 
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 4
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 10

 Nigeria
 Sudan
 South Africa
 Senegal
 Kenya
 Lesotho
 Uganda
 Mauritius
 Mali
 Togo

                 $ 2,751
                   1,403
                      521
                      511
                      494
                      355
                      291
                      215
                      154
                      149

                    3.6
                    7.0
                    0.2
                    6.7
                    3.3
                  25.9
                    3.7
                    3.4
                    3.1
                    7.2

Table 1: Ten top Sub-Saharan African countries according to remittances received in 2004 

Source: Population Division, UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs



�e diaspora of sub-Saharan Africans living overseas has returned a considerable amount of their earnings to families 
in home countries. See table 1.

In a report to a UN symposium (Turin, Italy, June 2006), the UN Economic Commission for Africa stated: “Although 
the debate on the impact of international migration on development in Africa has largely been shaped by the loss of 
skilled Africans to the developed world, growing evidence shows that international migration has positive effects on 
social and economic development in Africa.”

Remittances from the wages of migrants abroad, and the income multipliers they create, are critical resources for the 
sustenance strategies of receiving households, according to the ECA. �e extra resources at the disposal of these house-
holds in turn make them agents of local and national development. An increasing number of overseas migrants in 
conjunction with hometown associations, investment groups and religious groups are involved in transnational activi-
ties that help to integrate African countries with the global economy; hundreds of small and medium scale factories, 


