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Thailand: Smart phones and volunteers fight
drug-resistant malaria. In 2008, when reports
appeared that malaria parasites in Cambodia and
Thailand were developing resistance to artemisinin,
the most effective single drug to treat malaria, the
countries launched a joint monitoring, prevention
and treatment project in seven provinces along their
shared border, with support from WHO. In Thailand
alone, more than 300 volunteer village malaria health
workers were trained to provide free services to test
for malaria and directly observe the treatment of
patients with confirmed malaria in remote villages.
Use of a smart phone to capture essential data on the
patients and monitor their treatment has accelerated
progress. An electronic malaria information system
(e-MIS) uploaded on the health workers’ mobile
devices shows malaria volunteers where to find
patients, the status of their treatment, and the
situation and trends.

Ethiopia: More HIV-positive mothers deliver
babies free of the virus. An effective programme,
supported by UNICEF and its partners, is preventing
transmission of the virus from HIV-positive mothers
to their children, a critical measure in ensuring

an AIDS-free generation. In Ethiopia UNICEF and
partners are supporting the training of 2,000 nurses
and midwives on emergency obstetric and newborn
care, along with prevention of mother-to-child
transmission of HIV.

Zambia: Free HIV treatment reaches 400,000
people. The Ministry of Health, with UNDP support,

is scaling up access to treatment by creating 68 new
antiretroviral therapy (ART) sites and supplying drugs
to all 454 existing ART sites nationwide, giving some
400,000 people access to free HIV/AIDS treatment.
Global Fund support provided ART drugs to some
214,339 patients in 2012 and 195,679 in 2013, including
HIV-positive pregnant women.

PARTNERING FOR SUCCESS

The Getting to Zero initiative continues to grow
as Heads of State and Government from the 10
countries within the Association of Southeast Asian
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Nations have committed to making Zero New HIV
Infections, Zero Discrimination and Zero HIV-
Related Deaths a reality.

The Pan-American Health Organization and partners
have spurred a growing number of countries to shift

gears on HIV treatment, including the importance

of non-discrimination against sexual minorities in
the provision of services. Peru is amending its penal
code to provide broader access to HIV treatment for
youths. Colombia has launched a new communication
strategy aimed at reducing barriers to access to HIV
prevention and treatment services for members of
sexual minorities. Brazil launched a new National
Plan of Action against the HIV Epidemic among
Homosexuals and Transsexuals, to improve sexual
minorities’ access to health and education. Mexico

is developing a guide to raise awareness among
health providers and government o cials of the
importance of non-discrimination on the basis of sex,
race, religion and sexual orientation. In June 2013,
the Organization of American States adopted a bold
new Resolution on the Promotion and Protection of
Human Rights of People Vulnerable to or Living With
or A ected by HIV.

To combat the global AIDS crisis in countries

where cricket is the leading sport, the Think Wise
partnership, with UNAIDS, UNICEF and the players
from the International Cricket Council, encourages
young people to be informed, take action to prevent
HIV infection and stand together against stigma and
discrimination.

In December 2010, WHO issued policy guidance

on the use of a new rapid molecular TB diagnostic
test, Xpert MTB/RIF. Use of the test represents a sea
change, in that TB disease and drug-resistance (to
one of the most powerful drugs in TB treatment—
rifampicin) can be identified in two hours rather
than 4 to 6 weeks as with previous methods. To

date, 88 countries have begun roll-out of the test
with assistance from WHO and partners. Low- and
middle-income countries are benefitting from
concessional pricing from the supplier made possible
through collaboration with the United States
Government, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
and UNITAID.
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