


Tuberculosis remains the second leading killer after HIV, but 

its prevalence is falling in most regions.  An estimated 11 million 

people suffered from tuberculosis in 2008. But the number of new 

cases fell from 143 to 139 per 100,000 people between 2004 and 

2008. If the current trend continues, the MDG target of halting 

and beginning to reverse the incidence of tuberculosis will have 

been achieved since 2004. Rates have been falling in all regions 

except Asia, which accounts for 55 per cent of all new cases.

WHAT HAS WORKED?

•	 Providing free access to antiretroviral treatment in Botswana: 

Free universal access to antiretroviral treatment, combined 

with dietary information and supplements, helped increase 

life expectancy in Botswana by four years. In 2007, 79 per cent 

of those with advanced HIV infection received antiretroviral 

treatment, and the number of new cases of HIV infection in 

children declined five-fold between 1999 and 2007.

•	 Slowing new HIV infections among young people: In 15 of 

the most severely affected countries, including Cote d’Ivoire, 

Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Namibia, Tanzania, Zambia and 

Zimbabwe, HIV prevalence among young people has fallen 

by more than 25 per cent, as young people are choosing to 

have sex later, have fewer partners and use condoms.  

•	 Distributing insecticide-treated bed nets against malaria: 

Nearly 200 million nets were delivered to African countries 

by manufacturers during 2007-2009 — enough for 

endemic African countries to cover more than half of their 

populations at risk of malaria. 

•	 Controlling the incidence of tuberculosis in India: Annually, 

the disease kills an estimated 330,000 people in India. Since 

1997, the Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme 

has provided treatment to more than 11 million patients and 

saved more than two million lives. Tuberculosis mortality 

rates in the country dropped by 43 per cent between 1990 

and 2008, and prevalence diminished by 44 per cent. 

•	 Protecting families from malaria, measles and polio in 

Togo: In 2004, Togo launched an integrated public health 

campaign. Immunization against measles and polio was 

combined with the distribution of free insecticide-treated 

bed nets, vitamin A supplements and parasite medication. 

By 2008, 71 per cent of targeted households had a bed 

net and close to one million children had benefited from 

treatment for parasites. 

WHAT IS THE UN DOING? 

•	 The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) 

brings together the efforts and resources of ten cosponsoring 

UN System organizations to assist countries with technical 

support in the implementation of their national AIDS plans.

•	 The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World Health Or-

ganization (WHO), the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) and 

UNAIDS have helped countries scale up programmes for 

the prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV, in-

cluding through training, guidance and technical support 

to access Global Fund resources.  

•	 In Burkina Faso, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) 

provides regular support to nearly 36,000 people living with 

HIV. Patients receive home visits, meals and assistance to set 

up small-scale enterprises. Three million people have been 

engaged in prevention activities over the last five years. 

•	 In Viet Nam, UNFPA is supporting an initiative by the Min-

istry of Education and Training to empower secondary-

school students to protect themselves against HIV infection 

through a nationwide integrated reproductive health and 

HIV prevention curriculum. 

•	 Through the UN Foundation’s Nothing but Nets cam-

paign, the U.S. President’s Malaria Initiative, the Canadian 

Red Cross, WHO, UNICEF, and Malaria No More, 2.8 million 

insecticide-treated bed nets were distributed in Mali, cov-

ering 95 per cent of all children under five. 

•	 The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 

(OHCHR), in partnership with UNAIDS and UNDP, has de-

veloped a 


