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 We convene today at a moment of immense global uncertainty, 

marked by rising geopolitical tensions and persistent economic 

fragility.  

 

The challenges faced by the LDCs are particularly daunting.  

 

In 2023, LDCs suffered a 10% GDP loss compared to pre-

pandemic trends.  

 

Nearly 15 million more people fell into extreme poverty during 

the last 5 years.  

 

In 2022, their trade deficit 
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the first time. Notably, this is the first time that an equal number 

of Asian and African LDCs are on the path to graduation, 
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guidelines for integrating DPOA into their national 

development plans.  

 

 National Focal Points from 32 LDCs participated in the session, 

reporting substantial progress in in this regard. Additionally, we 

are leveraging the Resident Coordinator-NFP network to 

strengthen collaboration on the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) and other key 

policy tools on the ground. 

 

¶ We have undertaken initial steps to operationalize a 

System of Food Stockholding in LDCs; and a report by the 

UN Secretary General at this 79th session will elaborate on 

the modalities of this critical mechanism.  

 

This DPOA deliverable aims to enhance food reserves in 

LDCs, ensuring emergency food response capability.  

 

We are grateful to the Government of Qatar for its generous 

pledge of USD 10 million towards this effort.  
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¶ We have also undertaken a comprehensive study on Multi-

hazard Early Warning Systems in LDCs, together with 

UNDRR and WMO, and in partnership with the entire UN 

development system.  The study highlights the need to 

strengthen data and governance capacity, as well as 

enhance partnerships to develop responsive and nationally 

driven early warning systems. I also thank the Government 

of Qatar for announcing its support for this important DPOA 

deliverable. 

 

¶ Further, we are preparing a Secretary-General’s report on 
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¶ The DPOA’s target of enabling 15 additional LDCs to meet 

graduation criteria by 2031 is central to our work.  

 

While 15 countries are already at various stages of graduation, 

the changing global context poses significant challenges. Global 

shocks, combined with domestic issues, threaten to derail the 

progress of countries nearing graduation. Enhanced 

international support is essential to overcoming these obstacles. 

 

To that end, we are working to fully operationalize the fifth 

deliverable in DPOA, the Sustainable Graduation Support 

Facility (iGRAD), to provide tailored, partnership-based support 

for graduating and graduated LDCs. Additionally, the 

commitments made during the LDC5 Private Sector Forum are 

already yielding tangible results. 

 

I wish to acknowledge here the great support that we received 

from the entire UN Development System (UNDS) in advancing 

these five deliverables and their corresponding reports. The 

Inter-Agency Consultative Group for LDCs has been 

instrumental in aligning our efforts with the broader UN system.   
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 The upcoming LLDC3 Conference in Gaborone this December 

offers 
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Six LDCs are in debt distress, and 15 are at high risk.  

 

Interest payments in 19 LDCs outweighed public expenditures in 

the health sector.  

 

The Fourth International Conference on Financing for 

Development next year, will be a critical opportunity to mobilize 

additional resources, bring about reform in the international 

financial architecture, and address the unique financing needs 

and debt challenges of LDCs.  

 

Third:  the UN system and Multilateral Development Banks need 

to enhance their support to LDCs.  

 

Although UN expenditures in LDCs have increased, 74% has 

been allocated to humanitarian assistance rather than long-

term development.  

 

The QCPR 2024 is an opportunity to address these funding 

imbalances and strengthen support for LDCs.  
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More predictable funding and enhanced UN-MDB collaboration 

are crucial for LDCs' progress. 
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Our path ahead requires dedication, innovative solutions, and 

enhanced global cooperation.  

 

Together, we43t
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