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Background 
 
LLDCs continue to face multiple developmental challenges due to their lack of 
direct access to the sea. They face relatively high trade costs compared to their 
transit neighbors, undiversified economies and export markets and low and 
undiversified foreign direct investment. The COVID-19 pandemic and its 
unprecedented socio-economic impact has further exacerbated the LLDCs 
challenges and threatens to reverse progress achieved over the year.  
 
The Vienna Programme of Action (VPoA), which is also an integral part of the 2030 
Agenda, aim to address those challenges through the priorities on transit, 
infrastructure development and maintenance (transport, energy and ICT), trade 
and trade facilitation, regional integration, structural economic transformation and 
means of implementation. The midterm review of the implementation of the VPoA 
held in 2019 revealed that progress achieved in the implementation of the VPoA 
since 2014 was not sufficient to attain the VPoA goals by 2024 as well as achieve 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. The outcome therefore called for 
accelerated implementation of the VPoA. In response to this call the Group of 
LLDCs requested the UN Secretary General to develop the Roadmap 
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in LLDCs increased from 4.6% in 2015 to 5.7% in 20212. The proportion of LLDCs’ 
population using basic sanitation services in 2020 was 34.9% in rural areas, 
compared to 61.7% in urban areas, while the proportion of population using basic 
drinking water services in 2020 was 57.1% in rural areas compared to 90.9% in 
urban areas.  
 
LLDCs’ merchandise exports declined by 11.18% in 2020 compared with a fall of 
7.4% for the rest of the world and 5.8% for developing countries. Whilst the 
LLDCs’ trade is estimated to have grown by 28.9% in 2021 year-on-year 
surpassing pre-pandemic levels, the growth was mainly driven by increasing 
commodity prices and increasing demand. This is unsustainable growth due to 
commodity market volatility. More than three quarters of the LLDCs are dependent 
on commodities. LLDCs’ merchandise exports as a share of the global trade 
remains below 1 per cent at only 0.98 per cent in 2021. On services trade, the 
COVID-19 related restrictions impacted tourism sector as it resulted in a 66% drop 
in LLDCs’ travel exports. The value-added contribution of the manufacturing sector 
in LLDCs was 11% of GDP in 2020. This demonstrates very little progress to 
achieving structural economic transformation.  
 
The UN General Assembly during its 76th Session decided to convene the third 
United Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries in 2024 with the 
mandate to undertake a comprehensive review of the implementation of the 
Vienna Programme of Action and to formulate and adopt a
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2. Objectives 
 
The key objectives of the Ministerial Meeting include the following: 
 

• Review the progress made by the LLDCs in the implementation of the Vienna 
Programme of Action, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development as well 
as review progress in implementation of the Roadmap for the Accelerated 
Implementation of the VPoA, identify challenges faced and share 
knowledge, experiences and innovative approaches
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development partners and high-level representatives of the UN system and other 
international and regional organizations will also be invited to participate. 
 
5. 


