
GRADUATION FROM LDC CATEGORY                    
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND* 

 
Smooth transition strategy for countries graduating from the LDC category (A/RES/59/209 of 20 December 2004) 
Implementing the smooth transition strategy for countries graduating from the LDC category (A/RES/65/286 of 29 June 2011) 
Smooth transition strategy for countries graduating from the LDC category (A/RES/67/221 of 21 December 2012) 
 
List is organized chronologically, based on the date of first consideration by the UN Committee for Development Policy. 
 

* PREPARED BY THE OFFICE OF THE HIGH REPRESENTATIVE FOR LDCs, LLDCs AND SIDS / UPDATED January  2024 ( for any question, contact musollino@un.org ) 

COUNTRIES 
RECOMMENDED FOR 
GRADUATION  

ACTION BY THE CDP  ACTION BY ECOSOC ACTION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY  
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COUNTRIES 
RECOMMENDED FOR 
GRADUATION  

ACTION BY THE CDP  ACTION BY ECOSOC ACTION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

    

VANUATU 

 

graduated in Dec 2020  

1997  

Recommended to be graduated 
from the list with immediate effect 
(E/1997/35) 

2000  

Noted that Vanuatu fully met only 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/ECOSOC-1998-39-E.pdf
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COUNTRIES 
RECOMMENDED FOR 
GRADUATION  

ACTION BY THE CDP  ACTION BY ECOSOC ACTION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

    

MALDIVES  

 

graduated in 2011  

2000  

Recommended for graduation 
(E/2000/33
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https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N00/435/17/pdf/N0043517.pdf?OpenElement&_ga=2.234103769.65670847.1539800966-1895075747.1536597650
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/ECOSOC-2003-99-E.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/ECOSOC-2004-3-E.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/ECOSOC-2004-67-E.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/59/210
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N06/324/64/pdf/N0632464.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/CDP-2009-33-E.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/documents/2006/decision-2006-266.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/ECOSOC-2007-35-E.pdf
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TUVALU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2012  

Recommended for graduation 
(E/2012/33) 

2018  

Recommended for graduation 

Recommended that Tuvalu be 
placed in the category of 
extremely vulnerable countries to 
be accorded specific support 
(E/2018/33) 

2018  

http://undocs.org/en/E/2012/33
http://undocs.org/en/E/2018/33
http://undocs.org/en/E/RES/2012/32
http://undocs.org/en/E/RES/2013/20
http://undocs.org/en/E/RES/2015/11
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/RES/2018/27
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3929589?ln=en
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COUNTRIES 
RECOMMENDED FOR 
GRADUATION  

ACTION BY THE CDP  ACTION BY ECOSOC ACTION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

    

ANGOLA 

Graduation deferred 
to a later date  

2015  

Recommended for graduation 
based on income-only exception 
(E/2015/33) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023  

Took note that the COVID-19 
pandemic aggravated the overall 
macroeconomic situation and that 
GNI per capita had fallen below 
the graduation threshold of the 
income-only exception, while 
passing the regular income 
threshold. The country had not 
sufficiently improved in the other 
two LDC criteria and thus would 
no longer be eligible to be 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/040/88/PDF/N2104088.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/N23/400/77/PDF/N2340077.pdf?OpenElement


http://undocs.org/en/E/2018/33
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/RES/2018/27
https://undocs.org/A/RES/73/133#un
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/N23/394/55/PDF/N2339455.pdf?OpenElement
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COUNTRIES 
RECOMMENDED FOR 
GRADUATION  

ACTION BY THE CDP  ACTION BY ECOSOC ACTION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

    

SOLOMON ISLANDS  

 

w ill graduate in 202 7 

2018  

Recommended for graduation 
(E/2018/33) 

 

 

 

 

 

2023  

Found that 

http://undocs.org/en/E/2018/33
http://undocs.org/en/E/2023/33
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/RES/2018/27
http://undocs.org/en/E/RES/2023/10
https://undocs.org/A/RES/73/133#un
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/N23/225/31/pdf/N2322531.pdf?OpenElement
http://undocs.org/en/E/2018/33
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/RES/2018/27
https://undocs.org/A/RES/73/133#un
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COUNTRIES 
RECOMMENDED FOR 
GRADUATION

http://undocs.org/en/E/2018/33
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/RES/2018/27
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3929589?ln=en
http://undocs.org/en/E/2018/33
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3929589?ln=en
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COUNTRIES 
RECOMMENDED FOR 
GRADUATION  

ACTION BY THE CDP  ACTION BY ECOSOC ACTION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

    

NEPAL 

w ill graduate in 202 6 

2018  

Deferred 

http://undocs.org/en/E/2018/33
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3929589?ln=en
https://undocs.org/A/RES/76/8#un
http://undocs.org/en/E/2021/33
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3929589?ln=en
https://undocs.org/A/RES/76/8#un
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3929589?ln=en
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3929589?ln=en
https://undocs.org/A/RES/76/8#un
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3929589?ln=en
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COUNTRIES 
RECOMMENDED FOR 
GRADUATION  

ACTION BY THE CDP  ACTION BY ECOSOC ACTION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

    

CAMBODIA  2021  

All 5 LDCs were found to have 
fulfilled the graduation criteria for 
the first time ( E/2021/33) 

 

COMOROS   

DJIBOUTI    

SENEGAL   

ZAMBIA    

 

 

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3929589?ln=en

