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Jean-Louis Arcand is the president of the Global Development Network.  Born in Ebolowa (Cameroon) and 
a Canadian citizen, Jean-Louis Arcand is Professor in the Department of International Economics at the 
Graduate Institute in Geneva, which he joined in 2008. From 2017 to 2020 he was department chair, from 
2012 to 2016 he was the founding Director of the Center for Finance and Development and from 2009 to 
2012 he was chair of Development Studies.  He is a Founding Fellow of the European Union Development 
Network (EUDN), a Senior Fellow at the Fondation pour les études et recherches en développement 
international (FERDI) and has been a Visiting Professor at Renmin University of China in Beijing, the 
Universidade Federal da Bahia and several universities in Africa and the Caribbean. He was assistant and 
then Associate Professor at the University of Montréal, and Professor at the Centre d'études et de 
recherches en développement International (CERDI). He holds a PhD in Economics from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT), an MPhil from Cambridge University and a BA (high honors) from 
Swarthmore College. His research deals with the economics of development, impact evaluation, health, 
mathematical economics and political economy. He has consulted, among others, for the World Bank, the 
FAO, UNCTAD, the UNDP, the WHO, the Gates Foundation and several national governments.   


