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Virtual Meeting of Nation Focal Points of African LDCs                                                    

on Response to COVID-19 and Way Forward 

Liberia Response to COVID-19 

Liberia adapted the Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response Guidelines (IDSR) and is 

signatory to the International Health Regulations, (instruments used for surveillance and national 

health security standards).  Prior to the confirmation of the first case of COVID-19 in Liberia, in 

February 2020, the Government established a Special Presidential Advisory Committee on 

COVID-19 headed by the President and comprised of relevant government’s institutions and 

development partners to identify logistical requirements to quarantine and treat patients in case 

there was an outbreak of the Virus. A second layer, Incident Management System (IMS) was 

established to oversee an integrated technical/operational preparedness to a potential 2019 Corona 

virus outbreak in Liberia. Liberia then developed a comprehensive national approach to COVID-

19 preparedness and response applicable at all jurisdictional levels and across functional 

disciplines which allowed ministries and agencies at the national level to work effectively and 

collaboratively within the Occupational Health Framework to prepare for, respond to, and recover 

from domestic incidents, regardless of cause, size, or complexity.  

In an effort to commence the framework, the Government developed a National COVID-19 

Preparedness and Response Plan to tackle the Virus. The FG'!
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This committee identified facilities in Montserrado County, the seat of the capital, to isolate 

returnees from COVID-19 high risk zones1 and treat those who test positive. As part of the health 

protocol enforced, all passengers coming into the country, especially those from high risked 

countries, were screened. Those with unusually high temperatures were tested for the virus and 

placed in treatment facilities, while others were quarantined for 14 days. 

On March 16, 2020, Liberia recorded its first positive case of COVID-19. To prevent rapid spread 

of the virus, the Government of Liberia declared a “State of emergency” on April 8, 2020 to 

enforce the health protocols  which including: closure of all schools, night clubs, cinemas, beaches, 

spas, mosques and churches; banning of all street selling and gatherings of more than 10 people; 

limits on admittance to banks and restaurants to five (5) customers to ensure they are kept six feet 

apart; social distancing measures were also instituted at health facilities and pharmacies (which 

remain open); public transportation, shopping centers/grocery stores and outdoor market places; 

and mandatory washing of hands with soap and clean water at all public and private establishments. 

To effect these in work places, establishments, including public institutions limited staff so that 

only essential workers are allowed to report to work. The Government sent more than 75 percent 

of its staff on paid leave. 

In addition, a call center with an associated hotline was established for use by the population to 

report those exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms. Given our experience from the Ebola virus, we 

resolved to implement contact tracing at the community level and therefore, trained about 5,000 

contact tracers to visit all communities in the affected counties to trace and isolate people that came 
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their contacts. Like most African Governments, we implemented measures to encourage social distancing, 
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The outbreak of COVID-19 i
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• Protect nascent economic recovery after almost two years of macroeconomic 

volatility; 

• Provide critical support to health and related sectors directly dealing with the 

pandemic;  

• Protect the soundness of the Memorandum of Economic and Financial 

Policies (MEFP) and the Extended Credit Facility (ECF) which were placing 

the country on a path to recovery and growth; 

• Cushion inevitable revenue collapse arising from the economic disruptions 

wreaked by the pandemic; 

• Secure national budget credibility and shelter national budget execution from 

COVID-19 expenditure derailment; and 

• Provide stimulus relief for key sectors hardest hit by the pandemic. 

The Government is also undertaking a review of its development plan within the context of 

COVID-19.  This review is 
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Inadequate investment in human capital (education, health and human skills) and underutilization 

of available capacity continue to restrain the productive capacity of LDCs in different sectors of 
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to provide a level playing field to enable LDCs to engage in fair trade instead of free trade. This is 

because free trade has only benefitted multinational companies and firms from developed nations 

and not LDCs. For example, in Liberia, Madam Sirleaf led Government signed about thirty two 

concessions during her tenure. Out of these, only two benefitted the country. Similarly, raw 

materials (including mineral resources) are exploited from LDCs at very low prices and when these 

raw materials return in their finished form they are sold at exorbitant prices.  

Also, there is a need for development partners to direct some of their aid towards building LDCs 

capacity in the area of value addition to their traditional exports. This will enable LDCs to increase 

their export earnings as well as provide additional jobs for their citizens; thereby contributing 

towards poverty reduction. 

Moreover, LDCs should prioritize investment in infrastructure development, human capital, 

research and development and diversification of their economies which are some of the binding 

constraints to making them competitive as indicated above. According to UNCTAD (2016), LDCs 

constitutes about 12 percent of the world’s population but less than 2 percent of world trade. This 

percent of world trade is very low in relation to LDCs natural resource endowments. Scaling up 

investment in these areas will increase LDCs productive capacities thereby increasing their volume 

of exports both regionally and at the global level.  

 

 

 

 


