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¶ Honourable Dr. Lemogang Kwape, Minister of Foreign Affairs for Botswana and Global 

Chair of the Group of LLDCs,  

¶ ���ä���ä�����”�ä�����•�ƒ�„�ƒ�����Ý�”�Ú�•�‹�á�����”�‡�•�‹�†�‡�•�–���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡���������
�‡�•�‡�”�ƒ�Ž�����•�•�‡�•�„�Ž�›, 

¶ 
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The VPoA�ï�• objective of significantly increasing LLDCs�ï participation in global trade remains 

largely unmet. And LLDC exports are also largely undiversified.  

 

These are significant challenges, and the list is not exhaustive.   

 

But, there is also progress to report.  

 

The proportion of the population with access to electricity has increased. 
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¶ and climate change, among so many other issues. 

 

We recognize that more still remains to be done. 

 

The role of transit countries remains vital.   

 

And the decision by the WTO to convene an annual dedicated session focusing on transit is 

an important opportunity . 

 

My office, in close collaboration with 
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I want to emphasize 
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We will work closely with you as we approach several global meetings important to LLDCs, 

to be held in 2022 and 2023. This includes COP27, in November �� and the 5th UN Conference 

on LDCs to be held in March 2023 to be held in Doha.   

  

Finally, may I take this opportunity to bring to your attention the ongoing negotiations on 

the international legally binding instrument under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.  

 


