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1. Landlocked countries and development 
 
  Landlockedness, i.e. the lack of territorial access to the sea, is 
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3. ECLAC��and��Landlocked��countries��in��Latin��America��
��
�� According��to��the��UN�rOHRLLS,��in��the��area��of��the��Economic��Commission��for��Latin��America��and��
the��Caribbean��(ECLAC)��Bolivia��(Plurinational��State��of)��and��Paraguay��are��the��two��cases��under��the��
denomination��of��Landlocked��Developing��Countries��in��Latin��America��and��the��Caribbean.��
��
�� The��Infrastructure��Services��Unit��of��Natural��Resources��and��Infrastructure��Division��of��ECLAC��is��
in��charge��in��the��technical��implementation��of��the��APoA��through��substantive��contributions,��capacity��
building��programmes,��advisory��services��and��support��towards��transport��and��logistics��infrastructure��
development.��In��this��context,��ECLAC��publishes��periodic��reports��about��the��current��situations��of��
Bolivia��and��Paraguay.��The��last��report��was��published��in��June��2009��on��the��occasion��of��the��regional��
mid�rterm��review��of��the��implementation��of��the��Almaty��Programme��of��Action:��addressing��the��
special��needs��of��the��Landlocked��Developing��Countries.��The��next��report��will��be��presented��in��the��
Comprehensive��Ten�rYear��Review��Conference��of��the��Almaty��Programme��of��Action��to��be��held��3�r5��
November��2014��in��Vienna,��Austria.��
��
�� In��the��course��of��this��work,��the��following��broad��observations��could��be��made.��
��
�� First,��according��to��ECLAC’s��Panel��of��regional��experts��in��infrastructure,��transport,��logistics��
and��transport��facilitation,��losses��of��competitiveness��can��be��observed��for��LLDCs��mainly��originating��
from:��i)��inadequacies��in��infrastructure��due��to��lack��of��investment��in��new��works��and��maintenance��
(e.g.��insufficient��dredging��and��deficiencies��in��road��connections);��ii)��problems��with��trade��and��
transport��facilitation,��in��LLDCs��and��in��the��transit��countries;��ii)��failure��of��the��public��and��private��
sectors��to��comply��with��international��standards,��and��iv)��regulatory��and��institutional��coordination��
problems.��
��
Second,��the��relationship��between��LLDCs��and��transit��countries��in��Latin��America��is��positive��and��that��
there��is��a��willingness��of��both��groups��to��move��forward��to��solve��the��challenges��of��transit��transport��
systems.��However,��some��issues��remain��pending,��including,��for��example:����

a) inconveniences��are��related��to��transit��rules;����
b) persistent��red��tape��problems��at��border��crossings;��
c) cargo��restriction��policies,��such��as��the��double��taxation��of��freight,��excessive��administrative��

requirements,��the��practice��of��detaining��containers��in��transit,��cargo��reservation��policies,��
and��especially,��the��failure��to��execute��the��widening,��signalling��and��installation��navigation��
aids��in��the��Paraguay��Parana��river;��

d) Lack��of��infrastructure.����
��
�� Third,��neither��LLDCs��nor��transit��countries��have��a��coherent��planning��and��implementation��of��new ��a n d
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4. ECLAC and Aid for Trade initiative 
 
  In  line  with  the  APoA,  the  steps  undertaken  by  international  organizations  to  assist 
developing countries mostly relate to trade and transport issues. 
   
  The  Aid  for  Trade  (AfT)  Initiative  helps  developing  countries,  and  particularly  least 
developed countries,  to  trade  in a better and more competitive way. Many developing countries 
face a range of supply‐side and trade‐related  infrastructure obstacles which constrain their ability 
to engage  in  international  trade. This  initiative encourages developing  country  governments  and 
donors to recognize the role that trade can play in development. In particular, the Initiative seeks to 
mobilize  resources  to  address  the  trade‐related  constraints  identified  by  developing  and  least 
developed countries. 
 
  In this context, ECLAC jointly with the other United Nations Regional Commissions for Africa, 
Europe,  Asia  and  the  Middle  East,  has  initiated  the  implementation  of  the  project  entitled 
“Facilitating  the Effective  Integration of Developing Countries  in  the Global Economy  through Aid 
for Trade Schemes.”  
 
  The main objective of the project is to strengthen the capacity of countries in the region to 
maximize  the benefits  from AfT  interventions at national and  regional  level. The project seeks  to 
contribute  toward  the  understanding  of  policy makers  and  other  stakeholders,  as well  as  their 
technical capacities and skills, in formulating Aid for Trade projects specifically aimed at enhancing 
intraregional trade and improving participation in the global
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Bolivia and Paraguay have to cope with restrictions imposed by high costs in terms of international 
competitiveness  of  their  export  products,  even when  elevated  international  transport  costs  are 
common for all South American countries in comparison to other world regions, see Figure 1.  

 

FIGURE 1 
CONTRIBUTION OF INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT TO THE TOTAL COST OF IMPORTS (2000-2010) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: International transport database, Infrastructure Services Unit, ECLAC, 2011. 

   

  Similarly, the contribution of freight to the total cost of imports by mode of transport ( Figure 2) 
shows that  in spite of significant  improvements made  in the  landlocked countries over the decade,  in 
those countries freight costs continue to account for a larger share than in the transit countries.  
 

FIGURE 2 





 

   10 
 

�x Promotion to co‐modality options: 

- Railway  is  not  a  competitive  option  even  when  the  greatest  flows  traded  are  bulk 
cargoes that could be transferred to this mode. An adequate integration among fluvial 
ports and train would be beneficial for LLDCs. 

 

B. Key cross‐border trade and facilitation activities 
 
  Trade  facilitation can boost  intra‐regional trade and  improve






