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Honourable Lemogang Kwape, Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Botswana and Global Chair of the Group
of LLDCs;

Your Excellency, Csaba Kolosi, President of the 77
Session of the United Nations General Assembly (TBC);

Your Excellency Ms. Amina J. Mohammed, United Nations
Deputy Secretary;

Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen.
With only two years before the end of the Vienna Programme

of Action, it is imperative that we meet today to devise means

of accelerating our implementation before the year 2024.

We must take stock of our implementation progress of the
goals that we set out in 2014, particularly in view of the
impacts of COVID-19 and climate disasters that have dwarfed

our gains in the past two years.

Over the past eight years, not so much has changed for Malawi
and other Land Locked Developing Countries in spite of our
extensive efforts to change our fate. To date, Malawi is still
grappling with challenges due to our status as a Land Locked
Developing State which have recently been worsened by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Excellencies,

Malawi’'s transport network remains dominated by road
transport which accounts for about 90% of freight and

passenger services. The dominance of road transport is partly
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