
Meeting of National Focal Points (NFPs) of Small Island Developing States
(SIDS). Enhancing coherence in the implementation of the SAMOA Pathway, and
SDGs: A Focus on SIDS Finance issues and the Fourth SIDS International
Conference

Session 2: Fostering Economic Diversification-Blue/Green Development and
innovative finance and the role of public/private partnerships, country
experiences

Small Island Developing States grow and prosper on limited,, sometimes scattered,
patches of land, with fragile and vulnerable economies that are constantly threatened
by things like disasters and climate change.

We also face vulnerabilities and structural challenges that tend to intensify in time. In
addition, SIDS have, in relative terms, the smallest carbon footprint, however, we are
the ones who have and are going to have to keep suffering the greatest impact of
climate change.

Being and identifying as a “small island state” does not necessarily mean that we are
poor nations, but it does mean that our costs to face any crisis are higher; so we
generally require more support. Still, we are always expected to be champions in the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals, we are expected to increase
climate action, and to be a constant example of will even though we are deeply affected
by climate change, and many of us were last on the covid response-political will is not
what we lack- it is real, accessible, and expedite cooperation and financial support.

In the particular case of my country, an additional challenge is added, given that the
average level of income makes it difficult to access donations or soft financing for
development cooperation, which limits the ability to unilaterally make the necessary
investments. Still, we managed to be one of the fastest recovering economies of the
region not only through government action but with support of the private sector.
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