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It is imperative to achieve universal connectivity in SIDS to foster
economic development, spur innovation, and enhance

competitiveness.

Furthermore, in terms of gender parity in Internet usage, SIDS
are surpassing the global average, with a female-to-male ratio of

0.97, nearing the threshold for gender parity.

In addition, SIDS have bigger ambitions over the next decade.

Looking ahead, SIDS have ambitious goals for the next decade. As
we convene here in Antigua, it's imperative that we focus on the
needs and aspirations of SIDS and identify concrete steps to

support their journey.

The ABAS document outlines SIDS' aspirations, including
investing in high-productivity sectors and bridging the digital

divide through robust e-government and digital solutions.

Together with ITU, my Of ice, OHRLLS, has been working on

advancing meaningful connectivity in vulnerable countries,
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including SIDS. This has been through among others, publishing



a) digital skills and engagement and,

b) meaningful outcomes

In general, the persistent digital skills gap between women and
men globally is a concern. This is largely because women are
signi icantly underrepresented in science, technology,

engineering and mathematics.

In the private sector, recent evidence shows that the level of
digital skills has a positive impact on irm-level productivity in
the service sector, which is a signi icantly important sector for
SIDS.

The Partner2Connect initiative has emerged as a game-changer,
garnering nearly 900 pledges since its inception in 2022, with
132 pledges speci ically targeting SIDS, totaling around USD 24.9
billion. These pledges encompass diverse areas such as
infrastructure, digital economy, skills, and inclusion,
underscoring the commitment of stakeholders to support SIDS’

digital transformation.

As SIDS seek to leverage this momentum to forge new

partnerships and mobilize resources, the P2C initiative can



serve as a catalyst by fostering collaboration, resource



