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Summary 

 

On 23rd September 2020, the Foreign Ministers of the Group of Landlocked Developing 

Countries (LLDCs) held their 19th Annual Meeting in New York in the sidelines of the 75th 

Session of the General Assembly’s high-level general debate. H.E. Mr. Mukhtar Tileuberdi, 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan chaired the Ministerial Meeting in his 

capacity as the Global Chair of the Group of LLDCs.  

 

The Meeting was held under the theme “Partnering for accelerated implementation of the Vienna 

Programme of Action and achieving sustainable development in LLDCs in the era of COVID-

19.” The meeting aimed to;  review the progress made by the LLDCs in the implementation of 

the Vienna Programme of Action and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, identify 

challenges faced and share knowledge, experiences and innovative approaches to accelerate 

implementation, discuss  the socio-economic impact of COVID-19 on LLDCs, share national 

experiences and identify recommendations for mitigating its impact, identify innovative 

mechanisms for partnership building and resource mobilization to accelerate the implementation 

of the VPoA and the achievement of the SDGs by LLDCs. 

 

The meeting noted that the LLDCs continue to make efforts to facilitate implementation of the 

Vienna Programme of Action however the progress achieved was not enough to achieve VPoA 

goals by 2024 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  The meeting expressed 

concern that the social and economic impacts of COVID-19 will not only hamper the LLDCs’ 

ability to achieve the SDGs, but also reverse some of the progress made thus far.  

 

Ministers adopted a declaration to address the structural challenges that hamper development 

progress in LLDCs. Some of the elements of the declaration include, the need for greater efforts 

towards building robust transport and energy infrastructure, increasing digital connectivity, 







 

 

9. He pointed out that the SDGs have the potential to serve as a blueprint for resilient recovery from 

COVID-19. He emphasised that it was essential that the international community consider and 

account for the contextual circumstances of LLDCs. He emphasized that measures must be taken 

to facilitate their participation in the global, sustainable recovery and reminded that each country’s 

development conditions, and context differ and therefore discouraged the copy and paste solution. 

He stressed that Members States must work together with flexibility and adaptability to achieve 

success. For LLDCs, he underlined that it meant strengthening technical capacity building, 

facilitating access to financial resources, enhancing technological capacity building, and 

improving access to markets. He accentuated that as President of the General Assembly, he 

promoted the use of emerging technologies, strengthened data, and results-oriented action.  

 

10. HE. Mr. Volkan Bozkir concluded his remarks by assuring the Ministers that they could count on 

his Presidency to extend full support to the implementation of the Roadmap on accelerated 

implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action. He also indicated that he will work to finalize 

the modalities of the high-level mid-term review of the decade for action on water, and the high-

level meeting on the water-related goals of the SDGs, both of which were critical to LLDCs. 

 

11. In his statement, H.E. Mr. António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations, noted 

that the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic was exacerbating the plight of LLDCs. He highlighted 



 

and the UN system were committed to fully support its implementation. He indicated that he will 

also continue to strengthen OHRLLS capacities.   

 

14. He noted that climate action was essential in LLDCs’ COVID19 response and recovery, especially 

in creating green jobs and aligning national plans and budgets with the SDGs and the Paris 

Agreement, to help drive recovery towards a resilient and sustainable future. He requested LLDCs 

to implement the six principles set out for a climate-positive recovery which include: Invest in 

green jobs and sectors; Don't bailout polluting industries; End fossil fuel subsidies; Take climate 

risks and opportunities in all policy and financial decisions; Work together; and leave no one 

behind. 

 

15. In conclusion he noted that as the United Nations marks its 75th anniversary, they were determined 

to meet the test of the pivotal moment, including through the reforms to the UN development 

system. He assured the Ministers that the United Nations system continued to support their efforts 

to realize sustainable, inclusive development as they respond and ultimately recover from the 

COVID-19 crisis. 

 

D. Overview of progress in implementing the Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs 

and impact of COVID-19 by Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, United Nations 

Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for Least Developed Countries, 

Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-

OHRLLS)  

 

16. USG, Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu highlighted that despite the continued efforts by 

LLDCs to address their development challenges they remain behind in achieving the SDGs 

and the objectives of the VPoA. She noted that LLDCs lag behind the averages of all the 

developing countries and of the world on many socioeconomic development indicators. She 

indicated that LLDC average growth in real per capita GDP declined from 2.3% in 2018 to 

1.4% in 2019, their unemployment rate stood at an average 4.5% in 2019 and their food 

insecurity indicators continue to exhibit deteriorating trends. She also indicated that health-

related indicators such as maternal, under-five and infant mortality, to HIV incidence, and 

vaccinations recorded a modest progress 





 

Financing the Sustainable Development Goals during the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond 

and others related to trade facilitation were fundamental. He emphasized the need to double 

efforts for the effective implementation of the VPoA. He expressed his delegation’s 

confidence on the Roadmap on Accelerated Implementation of the VPoA in the remaining 5 

years. He expressed Paraguay’s commitment to multilateralism and international law and 

emphasized that it was crucial to abide by and observe the purposes and principles of the 

United Nations Charter in order to build a fair and prosperous world while leaving no one 

behind. 

 

24 H.E. Mr. Chingiz Aidarbekov, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 

Kyrgyzstan, stated that his country was actively supporting and implementing key points of 

the VPoA as the important element of the Global Agenda for Development. He added that 

since the Midterm Review of the Implementation of the VPoA in 2019, Kyrgyzstan had done 

a considerable amount of work at the national level. He noted that specifically, Kyrgyzstan 

continued to implement the National Development Strategy until 2040 and Export 

Development Programme until 2022. He added that in the framework of the Year of Regional 

Development, Digitalization and Children Support, the region was working on export 

development.  

 

23. The Minister highlighted the importance of transport and transit corridors connecting 

economies and supporting development for LLDCs, which was threatened by the pandemic. 

He noted the challenges faced by Central Asian countries was the remoteness from main sea 

ports. He noted that the situation complicated delivery of medicines, humanitarian aid, and 

bringing back Kyrgyz nationals and that demonstrated the importance of support to trade and 

economic cooperation and promotion of unimpeded transit of freight. As such, he noted that 

quarantine measures should not turn into economic isolation. On the impact of the pandemic 

on economic development, mutual trade, disruption of demand and supply chains, budgets’ 

deficits and unemployment, the Minister called for attention towards the importance of debt 

relief. He welcomed the G20 initiative on implementation of the debt moratorium for 

developing countries and highlighted Kyrgyzstan’s President, H.E. Mr. Sooronbai 

Zheenbekov’s called for a comprehensive debt restructuring and the importance of broader 

implementation of debt-to-sustainable development project swaps.  

 

24. 

 





 

to connectivity restrictions, 7% increase in trade costs, and 10-



 

35. In his statement, H.E. Mr. Pradeep Kumar Gyawali, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nepal 

recounted the multiple effects COVID-19 had on the world, stressing that the fallouts of the 

crisis on LLDCs had been much more severe as these countries struggle to balance both the 

health and economic crisis. He highlighted the excessive commodity dependence attributable 

to many LLDCs, exposed these countries to the shocks and fluctuations in the international 

markets. He added that infrastructure investment is a lifeline for LLDCs’ trade and 

development, adding that the potentials of e-commerce and digital technologies could 

transform LLDCs by liberating their economies from geographical challenges. Therefore, he 

called for access to easy, affordable and reliable technology. He added that even though the 

adverse effects of climate change, such as glacial lake outbursts, floods, retreating glaciers, 

and desertification, pose a serious threat to LLDC





 

information and communication technologies, ITU remained committed to leveraging ICTs 

to accelerate the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and the SDGs. He added 

that essential to this effort was improving international connectivity conditions, in line with 

the revised resolution on special measures for LLDCs and other vulnerable countries. He 

expressed his pleasure that the Midterm Review of the Vienna Programme of Action held by 

the UN General Assembly in December 2019 identified ICT infrastructure connectivity as 

critical and he called for greater investments and better domestic investment environments in 

ICT as outlined in the UN Roadmap for Accelerated Implementation of the Vienna 

Programme of Action for LLDCs.  

 

45. He noted that digital infrastructure was not just a convenience, but an essential requirement 

to take an active part in society and the economy hence through newly launched initiatives 

such as Connect2Recover, ITU helped expand access to affordable and reliable connectivity 

in some of the least connected countries. He acknowledged that the moment was pivotal as 

the improvement of connectivity was slowing down, broadband services were still too 

expensive for the poorest consumers and the levels of financing needed to extend networks to 

unserved communities were unprecedented. He stressed that creating environments 

conducive to investment in ICTs for private sector investors has nev



 

containing the epidemic and stimulating the economy, the Minister stated that Bhutan was 

instating a major overhaul of the country’s 12th Five Year Plan to prioritize economic recovery 

by intensifying exports, frontloading of resources, boosting domestic consumption capacity, 

investing in agriculture, and identifying productive sectors to generate domestic revenue. He 

noted that the measure would also contribute to efforts to meeting the Economic Vulnerability 

Index threshold, one of the three criteria Bhutan has not met in its graduation from the LDC 

group. He concluded by reiterating Bhutan’s commitment to working together in addressing 



 

ensure energy security in the region and increase the industrial production and trade in the 

Central and South Asia regions. 

 

53. The Minister observed that LLDCs were the most water-stressed countries, and that their 

geographical impediment was exacerbated by the effects of climate change, leading to crises 

such as desertification, drought, and land degradation. He opined that one of the prominent 

platforms to address water-related challenges would be the International Decade for Action 

‘Water for Sustainable Development,’ 2018-2028 (Water Action Decade), which each 

member of the group supported in 2016. He added that to fulfill the mandate of the Midterm 

Comprehensive Review of the Implementation of the Water Action Decade, Tajikistan will 

submit a draft proposal on the modalities of the UN-Water Conference-2023 this fall. 

 

54. H.E. Mr. Michael W. Lodge, Secretary-General of the International Seabed Authority 

(ISA) conveyed the ISA’s mandate of ensuring the sustainable management of deep-seabed 

minerals located beyond national jurisdiction for the benefit of all humanity, which he stated 

places a positive obligation on the ISA to promote the effective participation of developing 

States and recognize the special needs of developing landlocked States, which was the result 



 

and its’ neigbours, South Africa and Namibia, have built a Trans Kalahari Corridor, which is 

a highway aimed at facilitation faster and cheaper movement of goods and services between 

these countries. 



 

LLDCs, in particular adding value to products, creating jobs and ensuring peace and security 

in those countries. 

 

63. In his statement, H.E. Mr. Vincent Biruta, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation of Rwanda stated that the pandemic has exacerbated the LLDCs’ development 

challenges, threatening to further marginalize them from access to international markets. He 

highlighted that the LLDCs’ dependence on transit countries for international trade as well as 

the cross-border management measures implemented to contain COVID-19 had affected the 

flow of goods and services to and from LLDCs. He acknowledged that the VPoA serves as a 

direction and ambition to overcome the socio-economic impacts of this global health 

pandemic on LLDCs. He added that as we have entered the Decade of Action, the effective 

implementation of the VPoA was key in attaining the SDGs. Therefore, the Minister conveyed 

that Rwanda welcomed the adoption of the Roadmap for accelerated implementation of the 

VPoA. He stated Rwanda’s commitment to playing a leading role in supporting the Roadmap. 

He announced that the Government of Rwanda’s intention to sign the multilateral agreement 

for the establishment of an “International Think Tank of Landlocked Developing Countries,” 

and the nomination of a National Focal Point to spearhead the implementation of the VPoA.  

 

64. H.E. Mr. Peter Launsky, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs at the Austrian Federal 

Ministry for Europe and International Affairs of Austria began his statement by noting 

the significant events of the year, including the commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the 

UN, the SDG Decade of Action, and the fight against COVID-19. He highlighted Austria’s 

own status as a landlocked country, expressing the country’s readiness to share its own 

experiences. He reminded participants that Austria co-chairs the Group of Friends of the 

LLDCs and co-facilitated the Outcome Document of the Midterm Review with Bhutan. He 

stated that from national experience as a landlocked country, strong regional-cooperation and 

integration, investment in critical infrastructure, trade and private sector investment as well 

as international support and ODA were effective means to address the negative effects of 

geographical obstacles. He welcomed the focus of the Roadmap for Accelerated 

Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and affirmed commitment to continue 

partnership towards the goals set out in the VPoA and to ensure that achievements and 

progress are not undermined by the impacts of the COVID-19 Pandemic.  

 

65. Mr. Launsky provided examples of Austria’s contributions to LLDCs. He informed that 

Austria has supported the Amhara region of Ethiopia with maintaining and improving its 

water supply and sanitation and also supports Bhutan’s COVID-19 Response Plan, through 







 



 

in the VPoA implementation, such as financial constraints, logistic costs and capabilities, 

business promotion, and technology. 

 

82. He elaborated on the challenges faced by Lao PDR, such as the impact of climate change 

on weather patterns has resulted in some infrastructural damage, and COVID-19’s 

depressive effects on economic and social sectors resulting in revenue losses and 

unemployment rising. Therefore, he called for the recovery to be holistic, strategic, and 

long-term in terms of infrastructure development, climate resilience and adaptation, trade 

facilitation and economic stimulus packages. He reaffirmed Lao PDR’s commitment to 

work closely with all transit countries, development partners, the UN system and private 

sector to accelerate the implementation of the VPoA and called upon the international 

community to honor their commitment too. 

 

83. In his statement, H.E. Mr. Feridun H. Sinirlioğlu, Permanent Representative of 

Turkey to the United Nations noted COVID-19’s significant impact on LLDCs. He stated 

that as a transit and donor country, Turkey had worked to ensure than no one was left 

behind in implementing an effective COVID-19 response plan. He stated that Turkey 

removed customs tariffs on essential medical equipment including masks, ventilators and 

respiratory devices from certain countries to allow supply chains to run smoothly. He added 

that Turkey granted exemption from COVID-19 related restrictions to road vehicles and 

cargo planes traveling in and out of Turkey to guarantee the uninterrupted flow of food and 

medical supplies and that Turkey has responsed to more than 140 countries’ and 7 

international organizations’ medical equipment needs. He stated that the current 

architecture for international cooperation was insufficient to offer a large-scale and 

coordinated response to LLDCs’ challenges, including during the pandemic. He called for 

strengthened efforts to integrate the LLDCs into the global trading system, and to foster a 

rules-based international economic and trade environment for their sustainable recovery.  

 

84. He declared that Turkey supports the G20 and IMF initiatives including debt service 

payment suspension as well as the UN’s Financing for Development initiative. He however 

stated that more needs to be done from all the three organizations. He informed the meeting 

about the “Tech Access Partnership (TAP),” which was launched by the UN Technology 

Bank in Turkey, the World Health Organization (WHO), UNDP and UNCTAD, to increase 

local production of essential medical technologies in developing countries. He also 

highlighted the opening of the WHO Geographically Dispersed Office for preparedness for 

Humanitarian and health Emergencies in Istanbul earlier in September 2020. 

 

85. In his statement, H.E. Mr. Vassily Nebenzia, Permanent Representative of Russia to 

the United Nations noted that most of the LLDCs needed support from donors as well as 

foreign investors’ participation in the transport, energy infrastructure development and 

modernization, and the promotion of ICT. He stated that Russia supports non-WTO 

member LLDCs in the process of accession to the organization as well as to its Trade 

Facilitation Agreement. He underscored Russia’s long-standing relations with the Central-



 

Russia’s commitments taken at the Meeting of the G20 Foreign Ministers on 3rd of 

September, on the need for reopening borders in a coordinated manner, bringing families 

together, and stimulating economic recovery. He added that arranging the “green 





 

 

The following statements 





 

environmental governance. He added that UNEP welcomes the Roadmap for Accelerated 

Implementation of the VPoA. He added that the Roadmap provides opportunities to 

LLDCs to mitigate COVID-19 impacts and ensure a green and resilient recovery. He stated 

that UNEP was also committed to supporting countries as they recover from COVID-19 

and would continue working in partnership with other agencies to support countries to 

incorporate the environmental dimension into their sustainable development plans and 

policies. 

 

108. H.E. Mr. Patrick Obath, Senior Director of International Chamber of Commerce 

Office conveyed ICC’s commitment to supporting the Roadmap for Accelerated 

Implementation of the VPoA. He offered two observations for the day’s discussions: 

firstly, he urged the governments of the world’s largest economies for decisive and 

comprehensive action to ensure that all governments of LLDCs have the necessary means 

to deal with both the human and economic effects of the pandemic. In this regard, he 

pleaded with the G20 Governments to commit without delay to three actions: to extend the 

Debt Service Suspension Initiative 2021, to expand its scope to provide the necessary relief 

to all countries in need, and to establish strong mechanisms to ensure full participation by 

private creditors.  

 

109. He encouraged UN-OHRLLS and all LLDC governments to pursue implementation of 

the Roadmap mindful of the deep interdependence between business, governments and 

society. He noted that ICC had found a successful model in the Global Alliance for Trade 

Facilitation, which was already working in Malawi and Zambia to develop a modern 

licensing framework for customs clearance agents that will reduce the time and cost of 

trade with these countries. He expressed ICC’s support to the implementation of the 

Roadmap. 

 

110. Mr. Maximo Torero, Chief Economist in Economic and Social Development Stream 

of the Food and Agriculture Organization highlighted the Hand-in-Hand initiative that 

was developed by FAO to address the challenges faced by the LLDCs, LDCs, and SIDS. 

He elaborated that the initiative was a corporate-wide initiative to reposition FAO’s 

technical, policy and normative capacities in the service of national government and their 

development partners. He added that FAO also works with host governments that adopt 

the Initiative to develop dashboards that create transparency for all stakeholders and a 
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Annex 1 

 

MINISTERIAL DECLARATION  
  

Annual Ministerial Meeting of the Group of Landlocked Developing Countries  
  

New York, 23 September 2020  
 
We, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs), have 

met virtually during this challenging time on 23 September 2020, on the margins of the 75th 

session of the UN General Assembly to provide strategic guidance for the accelerated and 

full  implementation  of  the  Vienna  Programme  of  Action  for  Landlocked  Developing 

Countries for the Decade 2014-2024, under the theme "Partnering for accelerated 

implementation of the VPoA and achieving sustainable development in LLDCs in the era of 

COVID-19 '', 

 
Recalling the Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries for the 

Decade 2014-2024, adopted in December 2014 which provides a comprehensive plan of 

action for the next decade to address the special challenges and needs of LLDCs arising from 

their landlockedness, remoteness and geographical constraints in a more coherent manner and 

thus contributing to an enhanced rate of sustainable and inclusive growth, which can contribute 

to the eradication of poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty; 

 
Recalling also the Political Declaration of the Comprehensive High-level Midterm Review of 

the Implementation of the VPoA, adopted by the Assembly on 5 December 2019 in which the 

Assembly reaffirmed its commitment to the full, effective and timely implementation of the 

VPoA, 

 
Recognizing the importance of unfettered, efficient and cost-effective access for LLDCs to 

and from the sea, on the basis of freedom of transit and other related matters, in accordance 

with the applicable rules of international law, 

 
Recognizing also that high transport and trade transaction costs remain a major stumbling block 

in the pursuit of LLDCs to achieve their trade and development potentials, 

 
Reaffirming the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda 

of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development, the Paris Agreement, 

the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030 and the New Urban Agenda and 

other inter-governmentally agreed development goals, 

 
Underscoring that effective implementation of the VPoA is crucial for the attainment of the 

SDGs and effective partnerships between LLDCs and transit countries are important and 

necessary to drive accelerated implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the VPoA, 

 
Reaffirming our commitment to implement the VPoA in synergy with the 2030 Agenda and the 

other development frameworks as we enter the Decade of Action and delivery for sustainable 

development, 

 
Emphasizing that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme 

poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable 



 

development,Recognizing the seventy-fifth commemoration of the anniversary of the United 



 

raising considerable resources to accelerate the implementation of the VPoA and 
achievement of the SDG targets by 2030 by LLDCs; 

 
5.      We express concern about the unprecedented and multifaceted impacts of the COVID- 

19 pandemic on LLDCs   and we stress that at the start of the Decade of Action to 

Achieve the SDGs by 2030, the implementation of the VPoA and the Political Declaration 

of the Midterm Review in the remaining 5 years needs to be anchored in strong efforts to 

address the impact of COVID-19; 

 
6. We reiterate the importance of fostering strong synergy and coherence at all levels in 

the implementation, follow-



 

medical supplies and we call on the international community to support the LLDCs with 

medical personnel or capacity building to ensure that medical personnel needs are met, 

we call on removal of restrictions  by  partner  countries  on  the  import  of  medical  

equipment  products  by LLDCs, and call on the international community to ensure 

adequate, affordable and rapid supply of vaccines/immunization and relevant drugs 

related to COVID-19, when they are developed; 

 
12. We are concerned that LLDCs continue to be disproportionately affected by the adverse 

impacts of climate change, desertification, land 



 

17. We reaffirm our commitment to



 

development of the digital economy by creating appropriate enabling environment 

including the necessary policies, legal and regulatory framework to support ICT 

development in particular the development of broadband, enhancement of digital skills, 

promotion of digital inclusion, increased adoption and utilization of ICT applications 

and services and to close the digital divide and we call for increased public private 

partnerships and support from the development partners to enable LLDCs to reap the 

full potentials of the digital technologies and e-commerce; 

 
25. We note that most of the special development challenges of LLDCs are trans-border 

and the COVID-19 pandemic has heightened the need for deepened regional integration 

in order to fully address them. We urge LLDCs and member states in their regions to 

increase their cooperation and regional integration by strengthening transport, energy and 

digital infrastructure connectivity; supporting intraregional trade and the development of 

supply chains within the region; improving the quality and effective implementation of 

regional integration agreements; and we call upon the UN system, in particular the 

regional commissions, regional and international development partners, and  other  

international  organizations  to  strengthen  their  technical,  financial  and capacity 

building support to LLDCs and transit countries to 

support

 



 

border measures designed to tackle COVID-19 has to be transparent, targeted, 

proportionate, and consistent with WTO rules. Against this background, we call on 

LLDCs and transit countries to work together to ensure smooth functioning at borders and 

in transit to facilitate the flow of essential goods and we call



 

efficient transit and transport systems, e-commerce, energy generation and storage, value-

addition and economic transformation and call on development partners, the United 

nations system and other stakeholders to support our efforts; 

 
38. We commit to working together with our development partners to seize the opportunities 

offered by technologies to help us address the COVID-19 crisis, including by scaling up 

collaboration on essential medicines, vaccines and innovations in health systems; 

 
39. We reaffirm that official development assistance is crucial for LLDCs in accelerating 

implementation of the VPoA and 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and calls 

upon development partners and the international community to mobilize additional 

development finance from all sources in the form of grants and concessional loans and 

including through enhanced crisis response mechanisms to support LLDCs’ recovery 

efforts from the COVID-19 crisis; 

 
40. We encourage donors to leverage the global Aid for Trade agenda to enable LLDCs to 

benefit from the opportunities afforded by global value chains and foreign investment 

as well as from trade facilitation in their sustainable recovery efforts from COVID-19; 

 
41. We are deeply concerned about the impact of high debt levels on LLDCs’ ability to 

invest into implementation of the VPoA and 2030 Agenda as well as to deal with the 

impact of COVID-19. We are concerned that 16 out of 32 LLDCs are indicated as Highly 

Indebted countries. We encourage creditors to take bolder actions to support LLDCs with 

debt relief in order to free up liquidity and invest more in their health systems and 

economic recovery including through suspending debt repayments to international   

creditors,  offering  debt-to-health  and  to-nature   swaps  channeling additional funds to 

health systems implementation of environmental initiatives and programs and financing 

regional development projects in exchange for debt relief; 

 
42. We commit to continue promoting conducive policies to attract foreign direct investment 

that leads to increased trade as well as sustainable development of LLDCs. We call on 

development partners to provide greater support to the foreign direct investment seeking 

efforts of LLDCs as well as investments to recover better from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

We also call on the UNCTAD, UN-OHRLLS, UNIDO, United Nations Commission on 

International Trade Law, and other international and regional organizations to provide 

capacity building support to LLDCs to develop more focused policies, strategies and 

mechanisms; 

 
43. We welcome the vigorous measures taken by the International Monetary Fund and 

World Bank Group, the regional development banks and other multilateral and bilateral 

development to provide emergency health support, debt relief and other economic 

assistance to help countries respond to COVID-19, and call for greater prioritization of 

assistance to LLDCs. We also stress that assistance is targeted to addressing LLDCs’ 

challenges that have been aggravated by COVID-19, such as commodity dependency, 

high trade costs, trade facilitation, inadequate infrastructure, climate change, among 

others; 

 
44. We call upon countries of the South in the spirit of  =solidarity and South-



 

stress that such support is a complement to, but not a substitute for, North South 
cooperation; 

 
45. We commit to strengthening our national statistical capacities to address the gaps in 

data on the VPoA and the 2030 Agenda  in  order  to  provide  high-quality, timely, 

reliable, disaggregated data and statistics and to fully integrate the Goals and targets in 

our monitoring and reporting systems. We call on increased capacity-building and 

technical support to LLDCs, from all sources, to strengthen their national statistical 

systems; 

 
46. We commend the Secretary-General of the United Nations for his strong leadership 

and welcome establishment of financial and technical assistance initiatives to enable 

countries to tackle the socio-economic impact of COVID-19 and to help developing 

countries to recover better such as the United Nations COVID-19 Response and Recovery 

Fund and we emphasize that priority allocation of these resources should be accorded to 

-



 

information specific to LLDCs in a disaggregated manner in all major United Nations 
reports where appropriate; 

 
53. We take note of the work of the Inter-Agency Consultative Group for the LLDCs, led 

by the Office of the High Representative and the coordinated support that it is providing 

to the LLDCs and we also take note of the efforts to develop terms of reference for the 

Group and to further improve its working methods; 

 
54. We welcome and adopt the Roadmap for accelerated implementation of the VPoA in 

the remaining 5 years that highlights priority action areas with concrete deliverables 

towards the achievement of the VPoA objectives and targets; 

 
55. We are strongly committed to lead the accelerated implementation of the VPoA and 

the Roadmap in collaboration with the transit countries and with the support of our 

development partners and we call upon the UN system, other international and regional 

organizations and other stakeholders to support the implementation of the Roadmap; 

 
56. We stress that the progress in the implementation of the Roadmap be reported in the 

annual report of the Secretary-General and we stress that the Roadmap is a living 

document that will be regularly updated to reflect changes; 

 
57. We recognize that while LLDCs do not have direct access to the sea because of their 
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60.    We urge all LLDCs that have not yet ratified the Multilateral Agreement for the 
Establishment of an International Think Tank for LLDCs to do so; 

 
61. We invite development partners and the international financial and development 

institutions to make voluntary contributions to the Trust Fund established by the 

Secretary- General to support the activities related to the follow-up and the 

implementation of the VPoA; 

 
62. We call upon the United Nations system, including the regional economic commissions, 

as well as all relevant international and regional organizations,
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importance of these meetings to LLDCs and stress that the outcomes of these 
meetings should take into account LLDCs issues; 

 
69. We  express  our  sincere  recognition  to  the  Government  of  the  Kazakhstan,  

in  its capacity as the Chair of the Group of LLDCs, for the efforts undertaken in 

coordinating the Group’s activities; and we further commend Kazakhstan in 

collaboration with the UN OHRLLS for initiating and coordinating the 

establishment of an elaborate Roadmap as a guiding and actionable tool for the 

acceleration of the implementation of the VPoA for the remaining five year 

period; 

 
70. We underscore the need for closer cooperation to promote the interests and 

needs of the 91 countries that make up the three Groups – LDCs, LLDCs and 

SIDS, especially within intergovernmental negotiating processes. We 

encourage the Chairs of the 3 groups to continue to work together to secure the 

best interests of the most vulnerable countries – LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS. 

 

 

 

23 September, 2020 
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26. Mrs. Claribel Aparicio, Vice-Minister of Foreign Trade and Integration  

Botswana 

27. H.E. Dr. Lemogang Kwape, Minister of International Affairs and Cooperation  

28. H.E. Mr. Collen V Kelapile, Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

29. Professor Mpho Molomo, Special Advisor to the President 

30. Dr. Kaelo Molefe, Advisor to the President 

31. Ms. Benetia Chingapane, Director, Multilateral Affairs, Ministry of 

International Affairs and Cooperation 

32. Mr. Ishmael Dabutha, Deputy Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

33. Ms. Lorato Motsumi, First Secretary, Botswana Mission to the UN 

34. Mr. Ronald Badubi, First Secretary, Botswana Mission to the UN 

35. Mr. Katlego Mmalane, First Secretary, Botswana Mission to the UN 

Brazil 

36. H.E. Mr. Ronaldo Costa Filho, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the UN 

37. Mr. João Genésio de Almeida Filho, Deputy Permanent Representative 

38. Mr. Vinicius Trindade, Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of Brazil to the 

United Nations 

39. Mr. Philip Gough, Minister-Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Brazil to the 

United Nations 

Burkina Faso 

40. H.E. Mr. Eric Yemdaogo Tiare, Permanent Representative to the United 

Nations

33.
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84. Thabang Tlalajoe, Minister Counsellor, Lesotho Mission to the United Nations 

85. Mr. Tieho Rankhone, Economic Counsellor, Lesotho Mission to the United 

Nations 

86. Mpho Mokhutsoane, Private Secretary to the Minister, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs 

Malawi 

87. H.E. Mr. Eisenhower Mkaka, M.P., Minister of Foreign Affairs  

88. H.E. Dr. Perks Ligoya, Ambassador, Permanent Representative 

89. Mr. Francis Mponda, Director 

90. Ms. Madalo Nyambose, Director of Transport Policy and Planning 

91. Mr. Luckie Sikwese, Principal Secretary 

92. 
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114. H.E. Mr. Julio Cesar Arriola, Permanent Representative to the United 

Nations 

115. Mr. Alberto Caballero, Deputy Permanent Representative to the United 

Nations 

116. Mr. David Martinez, Second Secretary 

Qatar 

117. H.E. Mr. Soltan bin Saad Al-Muraikhi, Minister of State for Foreign 

Affairs 

118. H.E. Ambassador Alya Al-Thani, Permanent Representative to the 

United Nations 

Turkmenistan 
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158. H.E. Mr. Patrick Obath, Senior Director of ICC’s Global Executive 

Board 

159. Mr. Raoul Renard, Counsellor, Government Affairs Manager 

 

International Development Law Organization (IDLO) 

160. Mrs. Jan Beagle, Director-General 

161. Ms. Chris Clelland, Administratiove Associate 

 

mailto:thinktank@land-locked.org
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182. Ms. Byambaa Nemehjargal, Research Assistant 

183. Mr. Numayr Chowdhury, Evaluation and Inspection Officer 

184. Ms. Catherine Li, Intern 

 

Office of the Special Adviser on Africa 

185. H.E. Ms. Cristina Duarte, Under-Secretary-General and Special Adviser 

on Africa 

186. Mr. Utku Teksov, Programme Management Officer 

187. Mr. Kei Tagawa, Programme Management Officer 

 

Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

188. Ms. Eni Gjergji, Economic Advisor 

189. Mr, Abdulvahhobisor

q

0.00000 
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) 

205. Ms. Olga Algayerova, Executive Secretary, olga.algayerova@un.org  

206.  

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 

207. H.E. Mr. Li Yong, Director-General 

208. Mr. Victor Djemba, Chief Africa Regional Division 

209. Ms. Claudia Linke-Heep, OiC, NY Liaison Office 

 

United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo (MONUSCO) 

210. Ms. Laure Gnassou, Economist 

 

United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) 

211. Mr. Nick O’Regan, Director of Implementation and Standards 

212. Ms. Elle Wang, Partnerships Advisor 

213. Mr. Ajay Madiwale, Strategic Planning and Partnerships Advisor 

214. Mr. Geoffrey Morgan, Infrastructure Sustainability and Resilience 

Specialist 

 

United Nations Population Fund (UNPF) 

215. Ms. Petal Thomas, Intergovernmental and Multilateral Affairs 

Specialist 

 

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 

216. Mr. Purevdorj Vaanchig, Senior Counsellor, Division for Least 

Developed Countries 

217. Mr. Chi Dung Duong, Director, Division for Least Developed Countries 

218. Ms. Ola Zahran, Head, WIPO Coordination Office in New York 

 

United Nations World Food Program 

219. Dr. Divya Mehra, Strategic Partnerships Officer 

220. Dr. Juan Chebly, Strategic Partnerships Officer 

221. Ms. Jochebed Louis-

mailto:olga.algayerova@un.org
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United Nations Office for the Coordinator of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

229. Mr. Khalid Almulad, Chief of External Relations and Partnerships 

230. Mr. Justin Dittmeier, Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer 

 

United Nation Resident Coordinator Offices 

231. Ms. Elena Panova, UN Resident Coordinator 

232. Mr. Hurshid Rustamov, Economist, Resident Coordination Office 

233. Ms. Denise Sumpf, Head of Resident Coordination Office, Armenia 

234. Mr. Shombi Sharp, Resident Coordinator, Armenia 

235. Mr. Babken Der Grigorian, Economist, Resident Coordination Office, 

Armenia 

236. Mr. Gerald Daly, Resident Coordinator, Bhutan 

237. Mr. George Otoo, Head of Resident Coordination Office, Burundi 

238. Dr. Catherine Sozi, Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator, Ethiopia 

239. Dr. Ozonnia Ojielo, Resident Coordinator, Kyrgyzstan  

240. Mr. Salvator Niyonzima, Resident Coordinator, Lesotho 

241. Mr. Bonnel Max, Head, Resident Coordination Office, Malawi 

242. Mr. Simon Springett, Resident Coordinator, Moldova 

243. Ms. Joana Babushku, Economist, Resident Coordination Office, North 

Macedonia 

244. Mr. Fodé Ndiaye, Resident Coordinator, Rwanda 

245. Dr. Coumba Mar Gadio, Resident Coordinator, Zambia 

246. Ms. Marie Sandra Lennon, Team Leader, Resident Coordination Office, 

Zambia 

 

The United Nations Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed 

Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States 

(UN-OHRLLS) 

247. H.E. Ms. Fekitamoeloa Katoa, ‘Utoikamanu, High Representative, 

Under-Secretary General   

248. Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Director  

249. Mr. Sandagdorj Erdenebileg, Chief, Policy Development, Coordination, 

Monitoring and Reporting Service  

250. Ms. Gladys Mutangadura, Senior Programme Officer, 

mutangadura@un.org  

251. Ms. Susanna Wolf, Senior Programme Management Officer, 

wolf1@un.org 

252. Mr. Oumar Diallo, Special Assistant, dialloo@un.org 

253. Mr. Aniket Ghai, Senior Officer, ghai1@un.org  

254. Ms. Nnana Pheto, Economic Affairs Officer, pheto@un.org 

255. Ms. Dagmar Hertova, Programme Officer, hertova@un.org  

256. Ms. Malwina Buldys, Pubic Information Officer, buldys@un.org 

257. Mr. Nicholas Ceolin, Associate Expert, Nicholas.ceolin@un.org 

258. Ms. Geraldine Dodoo, Team Assistant to LLDCs and Assistant to 

Chief, dodoo@un.org 

259. Ms. Aishwarya Rai, Economic Affairs Intern, aishwarya.rai@un.org 

 

260. Media 

 Ms. Stephanie Ott, Journalist, ARD NY 

mailto:mutangadura@un.org
mailto:ghai1@un.org
mailto:buldys@un.org
mailto:dodoo@un.org
mailto:aishwarya.rai@un.org
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