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Dr Selamawit Robi is a postdoctoral researcher at the Department of Urban Studies and Planning at the
University of Sheffield where she also carried out her doctoral research. Her research thus far focuses on
the themes of Ethiopia’s structural transformation and industrial parks development, the politics of urban
transformations, spatial development planning and sustainability. Selam has fulfilled research, policy and
advocacy roles in a range of organizations such as the Centre for International Private Enterprise, the Africa
Governance Initiative, UN-HABITAT and the UNECA. Of relevance to the 2024 LDC forum is her most recent
research on Addis Ababa’s Structural Transformation at the African Cities Research Consortium (ACRC).
Based in the Global Development Institute at the University of Manchester, the African Cities Research
Consortium’s Structural transformation domain studies in six African cities considered how the political
economy of cities affects the potential for structural transformation. As part of this project, Dr. Robi’s paper
explores the informal governance and politics of Urban Structural transformation in Addis Ababa.



