
DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY IN 
SIDS



The Digital Context in 
SIDS

• Digital Connectivity is vital for the economic and social progress of 
SIDS.

• 67% of the SIDS population is online, but there is significant disparity.

• Digitalization can enable economic diversification and climate 
resilience.

• Major gap in affordability and digital infrastructure.

Infrastructure Connectivity Map / ITU







ABAS and Digital 
Connectivity

• How do SIDS get there?
• Digital Cooperation
• National Roadmaps 
• Enabling Policy Environment
• Capacity Building & 

Innovation
• Inclusive Digital Societies
• Expand Digital Commerce
• Digital & Financial Literacy



Aligning 
Digitalization 
with Sustainable 
Development

• ABAS and SDGs:
�Digitalization supports SDG 8 (economic growth), SDG 9 

(infrastructure), and SDG 17 (partnerships).

�Strengthens multi-stakeholder coordination.

�Aligning digital efforts with global frameworks is key to success.



Opportunities for 
Digital 
Transformation

• Economic Diversification: Digital economies offer new 
pathways for SIDS.

• E-Government Services: Strengthen governance and service 
delivery.

• Climate Resilience: Digital tools can enhance disaster 
preparedness.

• Global Partnerships: Collaborations like the P2C Digital 



The Role of NFP in 
Digital 
Transformation

• coordinating digital efforts at the national level.

• Ensure alignment between national policies and global frameworks like the SDGs 
and ABAS.

• Facilitate capacity-building efforts for digital skills and infrastructure development.

• Lead in multi-stakeholder engagements, bringing together governments, private 
sector, and civil society. 

• Act as key hubs for sharing lessons learned and best practices within the SIDS NFP 
Network.

• Strengthen cooperation with UN Resident Coordinators and Regional Commissions.



Policy Coherence for 
Digitalization in SIDS

• Integrating Digitalization into National 
Development Plans:

�Ensure digital initiatives align with national 
priorities.

�Strengthen institutional structures for cross-
sectoral collaboration.

• Regional and Global Alignment:
�Align with regional frameworks and global 

agreements like the SDGs.
• Multi-stakeholder Involvement:
�Engage government, private sector, and civil 

society for effective implementation.



Role of the UN and 
OHRLLS in Supporting 
Digitalization

• Strengthening Support Systems:
�Co-Chairing the Inter-Agency Consultative 

Group
�Facilitates collaboration with Resident 

Coordinators, Regional Commissions, and 
global partners.

• Resource Mobilization – P2C Initiative
• Advocacy and partnerships for SIDS
•



Way Forward

• Digitalization is Essential for SIDS' Sustainable Development.
• Coherent, cross-sectoral policy action is needed for effective 

implementation.
• Global partnerships, multi-stakeholder collaboration, and 

targeted investments will unlock the potential of digital 
connectivity in SIDS.
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