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Chairperson, 

 

 As the world grapples with the unprecedented challenges brought 

about by the COVID-19 pandemic, the economies of LLDCs are most 

severely affected with impacts of depressed trade, transport, tourism, 

productivity, private investment, and increased health care costs. 

This has occurred as a result of countries responding to the COVID-

19 pandemic by enforcing restrictions in the movement of people and 

goods and closures of borders, and other containment measures 

aimed at reducing the spread of the virus. It should be noted that 
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other economic policies aimed at supporting the productive sectors 

of the economy to trade both at domestic and international levels.    

 

Uganda attaches great importance to Regional Integration and 

Cooperation to boost trade ties, transform economies and expand the 

markets in the region. We are currently leading the process aimed at 

ultimately establishing the Political Confederation of the East African 

Community. We were among the first countries to sign and adopt the 

Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA) in Africa, which aim at creating 

a single continental market for goods and services, harmonization 

and coordination of trade liberalization and facilitation regimes 

across Africa. 

 

  

Chairperson, 

During our midterm review of the implementation of the VPoA, it was 

noted that LLDCs have also made notable progress towards the 

attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals. However, we also 

noted that a number of challenges still hinder these vulnerable 

countries from achieving these SDGs, due to a number of factors that 

include inter alia  limited financial resources, inadequate capacity, 

and a lack of reliable and regular data to inform policy. Therefore, 

Uganda, calls upon the international community to enhance their 

support to LLDCs to enable them  realize their development agenda 

in the spirit of leaving no one behind. 

In Conclusion, I wish to reiterate Uganda’s commitment to the full 

implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action and the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 

Thank you for your attention 


