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Your Excellency Mr. Mukhtar Tleuberdi, Minister of Foreign Affairs for 

Kazakhstan and Global Chair of the Group of LLDCs,  

Honorable Ministers,  

Excellencies,  

distinguished delegates, 

Colleagues, 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

First, thank you Your Excellency  Tleuberdi, for inviting me to this meeting. 

 

I also wish to express appreciation for 
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LLDC average growth in real per capita GDP declined from 2.3% in 2018 to 1.4% 

in 2019.  

 

The unemployment rate stood at an average  4.5% in 2019. Youth and women are 

disproportionally 
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Very little progress has been achieved in the much needed structural economic 

transformation.  

 

LLDC’s share of manufacturing value added in GDP stagnated at about 10 percent 

in 2019. The share of services value added in GDP declined from 47.3% in 2017 to 

46.6% in 2019.  

 

This limited diversification of economic activity leaves LLDCs more vulnerable 

than ever to new shocks and disruptions including from COVID-19.  

 

Many times we have recalled that we must address the high 
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On ICT, the proportion of individuals using internet was estimated to be 25.3% in 

2018 which is way below the world average of 51.4%.  

 

The high costs for broadband continue to be a challenge.  

Digital connectivity has proven to be indispensable during this time of COVID-19 

and therefore investments and support are urgently needed to 
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Governments around the globe must go beyond just minimizing disruptions to 

international transport. We must view the crisis as an opportunity to reorient 

international freight transport operations towards


