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MS. CRISTINA DUARTE 
United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Special Adviser on Africa 

Ms. Cristina Duarte is the United Nations Special Adviser on Africa and 
UnderSecretary-General of OSAA since 1 August 2020. She is the strategic adviser to 
the Secretary-General on African Affairs, the focal point in UNHQ for relations with 
the AUDA-NEPAD as well as the African Group with regard to Africa’s development. 
As the head of OSAA, she supports the Secretary-General in promoting coherence 
in the UN system’s engagement in Africa and chairs the Inter-Departmental Task 
Force on African Affairs (IDTFAA), and advocates and mobilizes the United Nations, 
its Member States and other key stakeholders around Africa’s transformative vision 
articulated in the 2030 and 2063 Agendas. 

Prior to joining the UN, Ms. Duarte served as Cape Verde’s Minister of Finance and 
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