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Introduction

1.  The present annual report, covering the period from 1 January to 31 December
2017, is the eighth report submitted to the General Assembly pursuant to its resolution
63/282. It covers the first year of the Fundis strategic plan for 2017f2019. The present
report will be complemented by a financial report issued by the Multi-Partner Trust
Fund Office no later than 1 May 2018. Additional information can be found at
www.unpbf.org, and complete information on individual projects can be found on the
Multi-Partner Trust Fund Office Gateway (http://mptf.undp.org).

Global performance and lessons learned
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Fund support had helped him respond to peacebuilding challenges in advance of the
withdrawal of the regional assistance mission. In November, the Senior Adviser for
Post-Conflict, Human Rights and Security of Colombia briefed the Commission on
implementation of the peace agreement in Colombia, stressing the importance of the
Fundis risk tolerance. Also in November, the Commission heard from Government
officials from Sri Lanka, including the governor of the central bank, who spoke about
leveraging the Fund to advance the nexus among peace, economic growth and
development. Finally, two briefings by the Gambia in 2017, in April and December,
underscored the importance of a smooth political transition and national ownership
of policy reform through broadly inclusive consultation. Collectively, these meetings
offer a new model for country engagement with the Commission and enhance access
by Member States to information on decision-making within the Peacebuilding
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Table 1
Peacebuilding Fund decisions in 2017

2017 approvals

Immediate Peacebuilding and
Response Facility Recovery Facility

Total

(United States dollars)

Countries on the agenda of the Peacebuilding Commission
Burundi
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2017 approvals
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at strengthening alternative dispute resolution mechanisms and the interface between
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respect to land issues, women and persons with disabilities, which undermine efforts
to sustain peace.

32. Through the Gender Promotion Initiative, the Fund allocated $2 million to
UN-Women, UNDP and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) to round out its elections-related support by strengthening
womenis political leadership, as well as participation in and promotion of peaceful
elections.

Other recipient countries
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49.
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crisis, while 36 local mediators have been recruited to promote social cohesion and
reduce the risk of radicalization in 36 localities.
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Papua New Guinea: outreach to communities and warring factions while
preparing for a referendum

66. The Government of Papua New Guinea and the Autonomous Bougainville
Government continued implementing the Bougainville Peace Agreement, including
preparation for the Bougainville referendum by mid-June 2019. Implementation
progressed slowly in 2017, however, partly owing to competing priorities such as the
2017 national elections and preparations for hosting the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation Forum in 2018. Nevertheless, a joint supervisory body meeting between
Papua New Guinea Prime Minister Peter OiNeill and Bougainville President John
Momis on 14 and 15 December has given renewed momentum to the process.

67. Continuing its long-standing priority, the Fund fostered an enabling
environment for a peaceful referendum by supporting discussions and joint decisions
by the national and Bougainville Governments, awareness-raising on the Peace
Agreement and the referendum, and improvement of trauma services and social
cohesion in targeted Bougainville communities. The signing of the charter of the
Bougainville Referendum Commission in August with Fund support was a
particularly important step forward. With Fund support, communities throughout
Bougainville gained opportunities to engage Members of Parliament and constituency
referendum committees on governance and peacebuilding issues, leading to greater
awareness and public confidence, with nearly 65 per cent of the population surveyed
expressing satisfaction that their views had been shared with parliamentary
representatives. Fund support has also encouraged outreach to warring factions that
are non-signatories to the Peace Agreement, with an important unification ceremony
in May, followed by a key womenis unification meeting in August, with more than
350 women from across the island expressing their support for peace.

Philippines: taking a two-pronged approach to preventing violent extremism

68. The violent siege of Marawi in Mindanao by elements linked to Islamic State
from May to October 2017 underscored the destabilizing effect of lags in public
confidence in the peace process, especially among youth. With the aim of addressing
the roots of the unrest and the need to engage both the political leadership and the
grass roots, in October 2017, the Fund approved a p
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300 youth as peace advocates. These resources will be consolidated through a new
transfer of $3 million, to be implemented in 2018.

Somalia: consolidating peace, development and federal State formation

71. Despite still fragile peace- and State-building processes, the Federal
Government of Somalia passed significant milestones in 2017, including the
conclusion of the national electoral process in February, which saw women elected to
24 per cent of the seats in the Federal Parliament, a significant achievement made
with Fund support.

72. Since 2015, the Fund has taken risks to support the Governmentis efforts to
expand its presence, legitimacy and capacity in territories newly recovered from
Al-Shabaab. Early Fund investments, which helped establish 14 interim district
councils through the deployment of district administrators, have given way to a more
comprehensive approach to local security and development. As a result, in January
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donor coordination and assists the Government in realizing its commitments under
Human Rights Council resolution 30/1 on promoting reconciliation, accountability
and human rights in Sri Lanka.

77. Key among the commitments called for by the Human Rights Council is the
undertaking by the Government of a national consultation on transitional justice.
Since 2016, the Government, guided by OHCHR and UNDP through Fund support, has
established a national consultation task force, which led dialogues with citizens on
difficult subjects related to transitional justice. The task force presented its final report
to the Government in January 2017. The report outlines a series of recommendations
on policy commitments and political reform, determined by the High Commissioner for
Human Rights to largely meet international standards in his annual progress review.
Rounding out Fund support for transitional justice, following a high-level visit by
Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Jeffrey Feltman in July, the Government
launched the Office of Missing Persons, a national institution on truth-seeking, which
will be operationalized with Fund support once commissioners are appointed. Fund
support, moreover, will assist the Government with communication and outreach
among communities on accountability and reconciliation.

Yemen: peacebuilding support in the midst of crisis

78. The Fund relaunched its engagement in Yemen in 2017 through two new
projects, despite further deterioration in the country context, including warnings of
an impending famine and a cholera epidemic amid continued fighting and political
crisis. Fully embracing the sustaining peace agenda, both projects are aimed at
addressing critical peacebuilding and recovery needs within the context of the
ongoing humanitarian crisis. Specifically, a $2 million investment, implemented by
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and IOM, will provide
women-led mediation support to resolve local conflicts over scarce water resources.
Additionally, a $3 million effort by UNDP, UNICEF and UN-Women is aimed at
ameliorating the devastating effect of the conflict on incarcerated women and youth,
who even before the outbreak of violence struggled with grave rights violations. This
pilot project will test a comprehensive package of support for detainees in four
Yemeni prisons and will develop release plans for sustainable reintegration after their
sentences are served.

Table 2
Global performance of the Peacebuilding Fund, 201672017

Peacebuilding Fund
priority areas Project count
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