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 Summary 

 The Peacebuilding Fund approved $157,111,033 for 31 countries in 2017, by far 

the highest amount on record. Fund support for joint analysis and timely, catalytic, 

risk-tolerant peacebuilding programming helped foster system-wide cohesion, a 

cornerstone of United Nations reforms initiated during my first year in office. In total, 

the Fund launched five new cross-border initiatives and invested its greatest amount 

to date to advance gender equality and the empowerment of women and youth. 

Reversing recent trends, Member State contributions to the Fund, totalling $97 million 

in 2017, delivered the Fund its most optimistic financial picture in years and place it 

on course to meet its $500 million approval target for the current three-year strategic 

plan. These contributions secure the Peacebuilding Support Office’s current level of 

support and ensures that the Office will continue to be an essential partner to the whole 

of the United Nations development, peace and security system. 
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$12 million for five projects, including: (a) assistance to the establish the Truth 

Commission in accordance with the Peace Agreement; (b) support for the Centre for 

Political Thought and Dialogue, a new think tank providing guidance and support to 

former FARC-EP leadership and signatories of the Peace Agreement; (c) interventions 

guaranteeing the rights of children and adolescents enlisted by FARC-EP who are 

now under the protection of the State; (d) multisectoral support for populations in the 

three most affected territories of the armed conflict; and (e) reincorporation of  

ex-combatants through the development of a demining organization and livelihood 

training. In keeping with its support of national institutions, the Fund’s transfers are 

channeled through the multi-donor trust fund of the United Nations for post-conflict 

in Colombia, to which the Fund was the first contributor. Since then, a total of more 

than $70 million in contributions has been mobilized for the implementation of the 

peace agreement. 

 

  Côte d’Ivoire: transition from peacekeeping to peacebuilding 
 

38. Improvements in national security indices and the departure of the United 

Nations peacekeeping mission in June signal that Côte d’Ivoire continued to 

consolidate political and security gains throughout the year. Challenges remains, 

however, as evidenced by mutinies and protests by former members of a rebel force 

and by a series of attacks against police stations. 

39. In this context, Fund projects have supported a series of improvements in the 

country’s security, including the rehabilitation major infrastructure, the training of 

1,168 security personnel, the establishment of five civil-military committees designed 

to increase communication and trust between the population and the security forces, 

and support for joint activities between security sector members and community 

members. The programme has also contributed to peaceful coexistence in the central 

and south-western regions of the country through intercommunity dialogues and the 

rehabilitation of infrastructure, benefiting over 3,000 people. With the Fund’s 

support, the Government has a broadly validated community reparations plan, with 

payment of collective reparations expected to commence in 2018. Through 

sensitization on land laws and support for land certification initiatives, the Fund has 

contributed 
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49. Responding to these new challenges, Fund-supported efforts began in 2017 to 

consolidate and expand institutional strengthening within the justice system by 

providing technical support to enable strategic criminal prosecutions, particularly in 

high-impact and femicide cases. Complementing its support for justice institutions, 

comprehensive victim assistance services for vulnerable groups, including women, 

indigenous people and children, and greater sensitivity on indigenous, gender and 

human rights within the court system were launched through Fund support.  

50. Finally, the Fund allocated $2 million through its 2017 Gender Promotion 

Initiative to expand support to women survivors of conflict-related sexual and gender-

based violence who seek justice and transformative reparations. The project will also 
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2017. The project supports development of a national reconciliation strategy, 

elaborated through multi-stakeholder dialogues on thematic and regional issues, 

including displacement, arbitrary detention, intra-municipal dialogue, women and 

youth. The initiative relies on consultation with all Libyan constituencies, including 

women, youth, tribal leaders and municipal authorities, to build support for 

reconciliation from the bottom up and to strengthen community participation in the 

process. By including a wide variety of actors at all levels of society, the project 

supports inclusive dialogue and directly contributes to the ongoing political process 

as part of the United Nations action plan for Libya, adopted in September 2017, which 

places reconciliation at its core.  
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crisis, while 36 local mediators have been recruited to promote social cohesion and 

reduce the risk of radicalization in 36 localities. The Fund supported a holistic 

approach on gender-based violence, with the adoption by the National Police of an 
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300 youth as peace advocates. These resources will be consolidated through a new 

transfer of $3 million, to be implemented in 2018. 

 

  Somalia: consolidating peace, development and federal State formation  
 

71. Despite still fragile peace- and State-building processes, the Federal 

Government of Somalia passed significant milestones in 2017, including the 

conclusion of the national electoral process in February, which saw women elected to 

24 per cent of the seats in the Federal Parliament, a significant achievement made 

with Fund support.  

72. Since 2015, the Fund has taken risks to support the Government’s efforts to 

expand its presence, legitimacy and capacity in territories newly recovered from 

Al-Shabaab. Early Fund investments, which helped establish 14 interim district 

councils through the deployment of district administrators, have given way to a more 

comprehensive approach to local security and development. As a result, in January 

2017, seven United Nations organizations launched an $8 million effort in nine 

districts in Jubbaland, South-West and HirShabelle States. This investment has 

enabled local authorities to assess and respond to community needs by developing 

urban plans, establishing legal frameworks, extending justice and police services, and 

offering vocational training and job creation tied to infrastructure rehabilitation. 

Complementing these investments, the Midnimo project and the cross-border project, 

led by UNHCR, are assisting local authorities in providing durable solutions for the 

peaceful integration or reintegration of internally displaced persons and returnees 

from Kenya. The impact of peacebuilding and State-building efforts is monitored 

through an innovative big data pilot project, which is aimed at gauging public 

perceptions. Looking forward, a $2 million project implemented through UNFPA and 

the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) through the 2017 

Youth Promotion Initiative will be aimed at enhancing the engagement of Somali 

youth within peacebuilding and local governance processes.   

 

  South Sudan: tentative steps to sustain peace amid crisis 
 

73. Amid continuing conflict between government and opposition forces and 

worsening humanitarian conditions resulting from famine, the Fund began once again 

supporting peacebuilding efforts in South Sudan through two projects approved in 2017.  

74. The first, a $3 million effort by UNDP, is aimed at strengthening capacities for 

reconciliation and dialogue, including consultations at the local level that will feed a 

national dialogue process initiated by the President. Capitalizing on past experience, 

the project’s inception will include a mapping of peacebuilding initiatives at the local 

level in order to identify scalable best practices, with an emphasis on women-led 

initiatives. Additional support will contribute to the development of a strategic plan 

which will articulate key peaceb
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Peacebuilding Fund 

priority areas Project count 

On track to deliver 

outputs (percentage) 

On track with evidence of 

significant contribution to 

peacebuilding outcomes 

(percentage) 

    
Priority area 4d    

2017 6 94 35 

2016 22 85.0 10.0 

 Overall 2017 91 89 31 

 

Source: Peacebuilding Support Office project assessments, periodic reports and independent 

country evaluations. 




