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Far North, through a World Health Organization and IOM project, the reduction of
violence is promoted through inclusive health and social interventions to support
marginalized populations. In the North-West and South-West Regions, 50 local
community health providers, trained through a $1.5 million UNFPA initiative, helped
202 survivors of gender-based violence with revenue-generating activities to support
their recovery. In the East, Adamaoua and North Regions, a new transhumance
tracking tool, developed through a $2.5 million Fund investment, has begun to provide
critical information on livestock movement to prevent intercommunal transhumance-
related conflicts. In parallel, 15 village committees are addressing local tensions and
developing communal activities promoting good agropastoral practices.

East Africa

18. In Madagascar, the Fund has concentrated on improving security and promoting
the socioeconomic autonomy and voice of young people and women in marginalized
communities. In Betroka, a reduction in livestock theft and other crime has improved
community perceptions of security following a $3.5 million initiative of UNDP, IOM
and UNFPA. Paired with income-generation assistance provided to more than 6,700
households and initiatives to improve access to justice and improve civil-military
relations, the project has reduced vulnerability that leads to grievances. On the
outskirts of Antananarivo, 316 young people have begun to develop business plans
with guidance from 13 training centres, while other young people have joined local
committees and are leading awareness-raising campaigns to encourage youth
employment. In the northern regions of Diana and Sava, dialogue and early warning
initiatives that are part of a $1.5 million project of the International Labour
Organization (ILO), UNICEF and UNFPA have reduced vanilla crop theft by 50 per
cent, improving community perceptions of security and increasing youth participation
in social dialogue and local peace initiatives. To address corruption that fosters
criminality, a $2 million effort of UNDP, OHCHR and the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has enabled the
Independent Anti-Corruption Bureau to open two new regional hubs to curb natural
resources smuggling and other crimes, while a third hub will open in early 2022.

19. In Somalia, the Fund fosters trust and social cohesion among diverse groups, in
particular with regard to elections. Projects managed by UNDP and the United
Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) contributed to the construction of the
electoral dispute resolution mechanism building of the Federal Government and
improved the capacity of the ad hoc Electoral Dispute Resolution Committee. To
enhance electoral security, a joint initiative with the Folke Bernadotte Academy
helped to establish women’s situation desks in 13 Fund-supported Joint Operations
Centres to address the specific electoral security concerns of women. Beyond
elections, the organizations Life and Peace Institute and Somali Peace Line conducted
over 630 community dialogues. The dialogues brought together young people,
community members and clan elders in Baidoa, Jawhar and Caabudwaaq to jointly
address community needs, including challenges related to the COVID-19 pandemic,
and foster supportive relations. Despite the gains, results were mixed following a
$2 million effort of UNICEF to reduce child recruitment by armed forces and armed
groups, demonstrating how difficult the road to peace is after decades of conflict.
While grave violations of children’s rights continue to be a concern, the initiative
managed to reach 861 former child soldiers or children at high risk, with only one
reported case of recidivism. Important shifts in perception among Somali military
actors, from viewing child soldiers as perpetrators to acknowledging them as victims,
were another important achievement that resulted in the referral of more underage
ex-combatants to children’s services rather than prosecution.
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20. In South Sudan, the Fund encourages inclusive peace through the
empowerment, protection and effective participation of women and young people. In
Aweil and Akobo, national authorities have established two one-stop centres to
address gender-based violence through a $3 million investment implemented by
UNFPA. Through the centres, 303 survivors of gender-based violence and 27
survivors of child marriage have received confidential medical, psychosocial and
legal support. Increased reporting of gender-based violence and other crimes
following Fund-supported dialogues in 18 communities and 14 SD\DPV signals an
increase in popu
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people in decision-making and conflict prevention. In Moyamba and Pujehun
districts, thus far, 26 of 78 disputes between communities and private companies have
been resolved through Fund-supported grievance redress committees. Through the
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V.

Conclusion

56. The peacebuilding achievements of the partners of the Peacebuilding Fund in
2021 demonstrated the commitment of the United Nations system to prioritizing
peacebuilding even in the midst of crises. Conflict and political turbulence around the
globe illustrated that peacebuilding cannot be put on hold while the world grapples
with a pandemic. Despite the damage of COVID-19 - the loss of life and illness, the
human resources challenges for all institutions, the tremendous financial burden and
diversion of budgets, and myriad logistical challenges — the Fund experienced its
highest year of investment in peacebuilding and its second-highest year of donor
contributions. Core priorities were pursued, including women and young people in
peacebuilding, cross-border programming and peacebuilding in United Nations
transitions. Innovation continued, in particular in relation to private sector
partnerships and financing. More investments were made in trending categories,
including peaceful elections and climate security.

57. In 2022, the Fund will require a further increase in resources to meet the
ambition of its Strategy, including through greater burden sharing and through a
portion of assessed resources to ensure predictability, broaden engagement and
promote transformative, prevention-focused and conflict-sensitive responses.
Towards the end of 2022, a mid-course high-level replenishment event may be
required to review the Fund’s progress in this regard.
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