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note closes with the following overarching recommendations for donors, policy-makers
and planners:

In developing strategies and policies, avoid the conceptual trap that youth are either


http://www.un.org/en/peacebuilding/pbso/pdf/seven_point_action_plan.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/peacebuilding/pbso/pdf/seven_point_action_plan.pdf
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Throughout the world today, more than 600 million young people live in fragile and con ict-a ected
contexts! They are among the most a ected by the multiple and often interlinked forms of violence — from
political violence and criminal gangs to organized crime and terrorist attacks that plague their countries and
communities, bearing enormous and long-lasting human, social and economfcYmstgt men aged 15

to 29 account for the majority of casualties of lethal armed vidlertk young women (as well as young

men) are at heightened risk of physical and sexual abuse and exploitation. Lack of access to education, basic
social services, economic opportunities, grievance over injustices, and a generalized distrust in the capacity
of the state to account for its citizens are fueling a cycle of poverty, hopelessness and frustration.

Over the past decade, the involvement of some young people — particularly young men, but also increasingly
young women — in violence and extremist groups has led some to paint youth generally as a threat to global
security and stability. But research shows that youth who participate actively in violence are a minority, while
the majority of youth — despite the injustices, deprivations and abuse they can confront daily, particularly in
con ict contexts — are not violent and do not participate in violence. Moreover, a growing body of evidence
suggests that young women and men can and do play active and valuable roles as agents of positive and
constructive changé.Youth-led social and political movements, peacebuilding and con ict-prevention


http://www.undp.org/youth
http://www.unwomen.org/~/media/files/un women/wps/highlights/unw-global-study-1325-2015.pdf
http://www.unwomen.org/~/media/files/un women/wps/highlights/unw-global-study-1325-2015.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2250(2015)&referer=http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/resolutions/2015.shtml&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2250(2015)&referer=http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/resolutions/2015.shtml&Lang=E
http://www.unyouthswap.org/inter_agency_network_on_youth_development
http://www.unyouthswap.org/inter_agency_network_on_youth_development
https://www.sfcg.org/guidingprinciples/
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peacebuilding strategies and programmes that systematically promote and ensure participation and

contributions of young people. This Practice Note intends to complement these principles, conceived to be
overarching and applicable to a wide range of actors, to provide concrete guidance based on evidence and
practice from the eld. It will also support the implementation of Security Council Resolution 2250.

The primary objective of this Practice Note is to inform policymakers and donors of key strategic and
programming considerations for supporting young people’s participation to peacebuilding, in line with the
Guiding Principles and Security Council Resolution 2250, and in order to enhance quality and sustainability of
peacebuilding interventions. It is hoped that ultimately, by enhancing strategic attention to — and fostering
greater investment in — the eld of youth and peacebuilding, this note will also support eld-level work by
local NGOs, youth organizations and associations, and youth volunteers involved in this area of work.

More speci cally, this note has been developed to:

o er evidence-based, promising practices in youth peacebuilding in the eld;
advance the understanding of donors and policymakers of complex and often interconnected policy


http://www.youth4peace.info
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In con ict- and violence-a ected contexts, young people are commonly perceived as either perpetrators or
victims of violence with young men usually assumed to be the primary perpetrators and young women the
primary victims, especially of sexual and gender-based violence. Yet the lived realities of young people in
these contexts are much more complex than these stereotypes suggest. Some young people may be both
direct victims and perpetrators of violence; others may be neither, but instead have to use their skills and
resources to survive and support themselves and their families.

Most mainstream approaches to youth and con ict over the last two decades have been preponderantly
informed by “youth bulge”theories. These theories have been propagated in popular literature and the media
with warnings that a “surging” male youth population — combined with unemployment and urbanization — is
leading to increased violence and insectitity.

The world’s youth population has certainly been on the rise — there are currently 1.2 billion youth (aged 15-
24) in the world, the largest number of youth ever to have existed (18 per cent of the world’s population)
and there will be 72 million more youth by 288any countries in Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia and the
Middle East and North Africa have very high youth populations relative to their total popdlations.

Yet, while research has demonstrated an association between a high relative youth population and a higher
statistical risk of armed con itndings are not a straightforward predictor of violeti¢estead, they indicate

which countries are likely to be at higher risk of violent cdfi kgir example, many countries with youth

bulges have not recently su ered violence and are relatively stable (e.g., Malawi, Zambia, Botswana, Burkina


http://www.nytimes.com/2001/12/09/weekinreview/radicalism-is-the-devil-in-the-demographics.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/12/09/weekinreview/radicalism-is-the-devil-in-the-demographics.html
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002271/227150e.pdf
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/Democratic Governance/Youth/UNDP_Youth-Strategy-2014-17_Web.pdf
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/Democratic Governance/Youth/UNDP_Youth-Strategy-2014-17_Web.pdf
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/ecspr10_C-cincotta.pdf
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/ecspr10_C-cincotta.pdf
http://www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/resource/angry-young-men-veiled-young-women
http://www.thecornerhouse.org.uk/resource/angry-young-men-veiled-young-women
http://www.prio.no/Publications/Publication/?x=3933
http://www.prio.no/Publications/Publication/?x=3933
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stereotypes of the manipulation of young men by warlords, political actors, and extremist groups, the
evidence suggests that there are many common reasons why young men and women join o cial armies
and other armed groups.

First, research from development psychology, criminology and sociology suggests that some adolescents
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Intergenerational relations are also often very strained in the aftermath of con ict. Young people may distrust
or blame adults for the violence; adults may blame youth or see them as threatening, they may misunderstand
young people’s needs and fail to enable them to participate and play constructive roles in the transition
period3” We know that when young people are not given a stake in the emergent post-con ict society, there
is a signi cant risk they will (re)turn to violefid&here youth feel excluded and lack legitimate channels for
political participation, they may opt out of the political process entirely or gravitate towards those groups
that work outside of, or even in opposition to traditional state institifibmsituations that remain polarised

with signi cant levels of mistrust among groups, young people may also be easily mobilized by their peers or
groups to engage in disruptive or violent action.

Another reason to engage young people in building peace and developing their societies is that most
young people want to and do play positive roles in peacebuittlifigere are many examples where youth
organizations have played important roles in peacebuilding, in many cases through youth-led and self-
initiated activities (see sectiorfshese activities often involve direct participation and alternative ways of
organizing, often at young people’s own expense and with risks to their lives, in order to claim spaces in the
world of peacebuilding that is traditionally controlled by adults.

There is emerging evidence on a number of societal, community and individual “protective” factors that
can foster resilience and prevent young people from (re)engaging in violence. At a community level, some
studies suggest that “strong communities” and young people’s involvement in associations can build their
social capital and sense of belonging and empowerment and as well as act as an important deterrent to
engagement in violencE.This suggests that investment in well-designed voluntary and civil engagement
programmes is important.

Atanindividual level, protective factors can include traits such as resourcefulness, intellectual curiosity, exibility
around emotional experiences, sense of purpose and agency, as well as a need and ability to &lp others.
In addition, there is growing evidence that skills building approaches, including through early childhood
development, can have an e ect on how young people manage tensions and con ict or recover from trauma

— including building emotional intelligence, listening and communication skills, con ict management skills
and cognitive restructuriry.For example, a number of recent HIV and gender-based violence prevention
programmes have successfully used small group participatory learning and critical re ection techniques to
shift the knowledge and behaviours of young men and woth€his suggests that life skills programmes,
anti-violence curricula and therapeutic interventions can play an important role, although there is a need to
consider how to target such programmes given their resource intensiveness.

37 R. Bennett et. al.,, Youth and peacebuilding in Nepal: The context and recommendations (2012). Available from https://www.sfcg.org/wp-content/
uploads/2012/01/NEP_CA_Jan12_Youth-and-Peacebuilding.pdf;

T. WaldmarCon ict Resolution, Peacebuilding and Youth, mimeo, 2009.

38 S. Schwartz, Youth and Post-con ict Reconstruction: Agents of Change (Washington, D.C.: United States Institute of Peace Press, 2010).

39 USAIDYouth and Conict: A Toolkit for Intervention (Washington, D.C., 2005). Available from http://toolkit.ineesite.org/toolkit/INEEcms/uploads/1037/
Youth_and_Con ict_A_Toolkit_for_Intervention.pdf; S. McEvoy-Levy, “Youth as Social and Political Agents: Issues in Post-Settlement Peace Building”,

Kroc Institute Occasional Paper, vol. 21, 2001.

40 S. T. Hettige and M. Mayer, Youth, Peace and Sustainable Development, Centre for Poverty Analysis (Colombo, 2008). Available from http://www.cepa.
Ik/uploads/5fa89c537812688b0f48d537170c25be-Full-report.pdf; M. Soffeaersn Bongoland: Burundi Refugees in Urban Tanzania (Brooklyn:

Berghahn Books, 2001); S. McEvoy-Levy, “Youth as Social and Political Agents: Issues in Post-Settlement Peace Building”, Kroc Institute Occasional Paper,
no. 21 (2001).

41 The 2005 Evaluation of the World Programme on Action for Youth (WPAY) showed that young people mostly desired a respect for the rights and
an active role in their societies to combat poverty, improve education and employment prospects, and resolve con ict. See United Nations, Making
Commitments Matter: Young People’s Inputs to the 10-year Review of the World Programme on Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond (New York, 200!

42 See, for example, case studies from key global organizations Save the Children and Search for Common Ground and S. Schwartz, Youth and Post-con ict
Reconstruction: Agents of Change (Washington, D.C., 2010) on DRC and Mozambique.

43 See, for example, L. Dowdney, Neither War nor Peace: International comparisons of children and youth in organised armed violence (2005); K. Peters, P.
Richards and K. Vlassenroot, What Happens to Youth During and After Wars? A Preliminary Review of Literature on Africa and an Assessment of the Deba
RAWOO Working Paper (2003).

44 R.J. Apfel and B. Simon, “Psychosocial interventions for children of war: The value of a model of resiliency”, Medicine and Survival, vol. 3, 1996.

45 L. Murra, et al., “Trauma-focused cognitive behavioral therapy for youth who experience continuous traumatic exposure”, Peace and Con ict: Journal of
Peace Psychology, vol. 19, no. 2, 2013, pp. 180-195.

46 For example, the Stepping Stones programme in India. See J.E. Bradley, et.al., “Evaluation of stepping stones as a tool for changing knowledge, attitudes
and behaviours associated with gender, relationships and HIV risk in Karnataka, India”, BMC Public Health, vol. 11, no. 496, 2011.


https://www.sfcg.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/NEP_CA_Jan12_Youth-and-Peacebuilding.pdf
https://www.sfcg.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/NEP_CA_Jan12_Youth-and-Peacebuilding.pdf
http://toolkit.ineesite.org/toolkit/INEEcms/uploads/1037/Youth_and_Conflict_A_Toolkit_for_Intervention.pdf
http://toolkit.ineesite.org/toolkit/INEEcms/uploads/1037/Youth_and_Conflict_A_Toolkit_for_Intervention.pdf
http://www.cepa.lk/uploads/5fa89c537812688b0f48d537170c25be-Full-report.pdf
http://www.cepa.lk/uploads/5fa89c537812688b0f48d537170c25be-Full-report.pdf
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transitions, and shapes civic participation fater.

® It makes policies and services appropriate for youth: Youth should shape decisions that a ect them, and
particularly so when they could otherwise be excluded and marginalized. This builds ownership and
leverages the country’s human capital to identify solutions.

® |tadvances development and peacebuilding goals: Youth are critical to reaching development goals. The
degree to which national plans address and involve marginalized young people is a barometer of their
inclusivity and potential for promoting social coheston.

Recommendations

® Support evaluations of the participation of young women and men —including from more marginalized
communities — in national peacebuilding and development plans, as well as of the explicit or implied
theories of change used in the plans.

® Advocate for deeper analysis of the situation of youth, as well as cross-sectoral and holistic theories
of change on youth and peacebuilding in national peacebuilding and development plans in con ict-
a ected environments.

® Support research into e ective and innovative platforms for reaching the hardest to reach youth and
support their involvement in national planning.

® Undertake analysis of e ective policies for youth participation in peacebuilding and recovery e orts
and produce knowledge materials for policymakers, youth activists and development partners.

National Peacebuilding Plans

Peacebuilding Priority Plans (PPPs) are nationally-owned strategic frameworks that identify priorities for
peacebuilding. They outline areas of intervention to support funding allocations from the UN Peacebuilding
Fund. There is no evaluation or assessment of the involvement of youth, speci cally, in the development of
PPP& However, appraising youth and peacebuilding theories of change in a number of PPPs is illuminating.
A review of recent PPPs revealed that the dominant framing of youth is through the lens of risk — that
unemployed youth (typically, but not always explicitly, men) are a threat to peace and stability, despite
increasing evidence that debunks this thébty.response, theories of change such as youth employment
generation, training, livelihoods and vocational support, and network development — which would alter the
incentives for youth and dissuade them from engaging in violent behaviour — still featured prevalently in PPPs
in Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Nepal, Sierra Leone, Uganda and Yemen.

53 World Bank, World Development Report 2007 (Washington, D.C., 2007).

54 Adapted from Department for International Development-Civil Society Organization Youth Working Group, Youth Participation in Development: A Guide
for Development Agencies and Policy Makers (London, 2010), p. 6.

55 There are, however, several country-specic evaluations of UN Peacebuilding Fund activities. Available from http://www.unpbf.org/document-
archives/?category=14, as well as a useful synthesis of UN Peacebuilding Fund country-speci c evaluations (see M. @aallBagesnand
opportunities to peacebuilding: analysis of strategic issues identi ed by country-speci ¢ PBF evaluations (The Hague: Clingendael Institute, July 2013).

56 Mercy Corps, Youth and Consequences: Unemployment, Injustice and Violence (Portland, OR, 2015), p. 14.


http://www.unpbf.org/document-archives/?category=14
http://www.unpbf.org/document-archives/?category=14
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Promising Practices

Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, Nepal, Sierra Leone, Yemen PPPs

These PPPs are notable for their more holistic and cross-sectoral theories of change, with
explicit links to peacebuilding. Kyrgyzstan's 2013 PPP addressed the participation gf youth
in strengthening national systems for preventive measures, mechanisms of dialogue and
mediation®” PPPs in Yemen, Nepal and Liberia prioritized youth involvement in national
dialogue and reconciliation processes, and Yemen’s included provisions for building the
capacity of youth to do so. Liberia’s 2011 and 2013 peacebuilding programme plan and ptiorities
also pursued broader youth empowerment, national youth voluntary service, reconciliation
and con ict mitigation, enhanced social cohesion and youth empowerment. In additign to
fostering increased employment for youth, Sierra Leone’s 2007 PPP included interventions
to involve young men and women in con ict mediation, peacebuilding, and participation in
decision-making processes. However, there are very few evaluations of the underlying theories
of change of these PPPs, including their relevance and e ectiveness.

www.unpbf.org/document-archives/?category=14)

www.clingendael.nl/sites/default/files/Challenges%20and%20opportunities%20tq%20
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http://www.clingendael.nl/sites/default/files/Challenges and opportunities to peacebuilding.pdf
http://www.unpbf.org/document-archives/?category=14
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Recommendations

® Integrate guidance on youth and peacebuilding into International Dialogue on Peacebuilding and
Statebuilding guidance materials for Fragility Assessment and compact development.

® Include greater attention to youth in the New Deal expert panel reviews.

* Advocate for the Civil Society Platform to take up the role and needs of youth in the New Deal.

® Donors supporting New Deal country-level implementation should call for a better understanding of
youth and peacebuilding issues and support their inclusion into planning processes.

Promising Practices

Somalia Compact and Plan

The Somalia compact — which was not based on a fragility assessment — employs some
considered theories of change on youth and peacebuilding. Targeting youth as the “bulk” of
participants in militias and criminal gangs, the compact'’s theories of change include making
security institutions more accountable to youth, upholding human rights, supporting the
equitable participation of youth in political processes, including reconciliation and healing,
and fostering youth employment and entrepreneurialism. The Somaliland-focused framework
speci ed interventions for youth employment and the need for youth-inclusive goveriiance.

www.pbsbdialogue.org/The%20Somali%20Compact.pdf

Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers

A principal mechanism for national development planning is the Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS). Developing

20
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reality®® Yet in 2006, of the PRSPs in Sub-Saharan Africa — the sub-region with some of the largest youth
cohorts and a high incidence con ict and fragility — about half explicitly mentioned the involvement of youth.
PRSPs in East Africa, also a ected by con ict, did not reference the participation %f youth.

There has been no evaluation of PRSPs in con ict settings for their attention to youth or peacebuilding issues
and the theories of change used. A desk review for this note found where PRSPs in con ict settings did focus
on youth (including Guinea, Kyrgyzstan, Cote d’lvoire, Rwanda and Burundi), they primarily adopted the
youth livelihood and employment theory of change, echoing the Brookings review.

Other national development plans have given attention to youth issues to a limited extent. Sierra Leone’s
Agenda for Prosperity (2013-2018) and Liberia’s Agenda for Transformation (Steps Toward Liberia Rising 2030)
highlights youth as a cross-cutting issue crucial for maintaining peace, and Uganda’s National Development
Plan (2010-2014) gives attention to theories of change relating to youth employment, vocational skills
development, entrepreneurship support and sexual and reproductive health.

Promising Practices

Afghanistan PRSP (2008)

The 2008 Afghanistan PRSP involved consultations with grassroots youth associations, and
included a range of components promoting a role for youth in peacebuilding and society:
expanding the education system to reach youth and to reform vocational education for
employment opportunities, including in governance; the creation of a Joint National Youth
Programme across eight ministries to increase youth participation in governance and the
peaceful development of the country; promoting non-formal education and skills development

21
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DRC PRSP (2012)

The DRC PRSP (2012) expanded its attention to youth and peacebuilding to include civic

education and organization. Key components involved: developing the national poli

Cy on

youth and civic education; combating anti-values; promoting a culture of peace and citizenship

education; improving the framework of the youth association movement; creating a risk
fund for youth; developing and promoting civic education programmes in preschool, pri

capital
mary,

and secondary levels, as well as in the professional arena; and rehabilitating youth camps.

www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/scr/2012/cr12242.pdf

South Sudan Development Plan (2011-13)

The South Sudan Development Plan (2011-13) oers a more promising example of a
national development plan embracing more comprehensive theories of change for youth

and peacebuilding. These include the creation of a youth volunteer corps; increasing

youth



http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/scr/2012/cr12242.pdf
http://www.grss-mof.org/key-topics/south-sudan-development-plan/
http://www.grss-mof.org/key-topics/south-sudan-development-plan/
http://undesadspd.org/Youth/Whatcanyoudo/Formulatenationalyouthpolicies.aspx
http://undesadspd.org/Youth/Whatcanyoudo/Formulatenationalyouthpolicies.aspx
http://www.youthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/library/2006_European_Framework_Youth_Policy_Eng.pdf
http://www.youthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/library/2006_European_Framework_Youth_Policy_Eng.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/Source/News&Calls/News/2014_Global_Forum_Youth_Policies_Conclusions.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/Source/News&Calls/News/2014_Global_Forum_Youth_Policies_Conclusions.pdf
http://social.un.org/youthyear/docs/policy guide.pdf
http://www.youthpolicy.org/blog/review/improving-youth-policies-2/
http://www.youthpolicy.org/blog/review/improving-youth-policies-2/
http://www.grss-mof.org/key-topics/south-sudan-development-plan/
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and equip youth with knowledge and opportunities to take up constructive roles in society — including skills
to manage con ict. Countries a ected by con ict have the highest out-of-school rates, and an organized,
systematic approach to non-formal education and youth work can be crucial to empowering idle youth. In
fact, the European Commission considers the implementation of a holistic youth policy as the most e ective
approach for addressing con i€t.

Challenges to national youth policies persist in many of the poorest, con ict-a ected countries. They include:

* Data limitations — complicating understanding the situation of the most marginalized (and often
displaced) youth, as well as factors underlying unemployment.

® Implementation — a key challenge in resource-constrained contexts is the implementation of national
youth policies, which can require considerable nancing.

* Limited government revenues —to nance an e ective youth policy, as well as the e cacy of national
programmes relating to employment and livelihoods.

23
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http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/Timorleste_55866.html
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National Youth Services

National youth services can take a variety of forms. Many are long-term, intensive schemes that engage
youth in specically de ned productive work while simultaneously building their skills and impacting

the organizations and communities with which they vibikational youth service programmes can be
voluntary or compulsory, and based on either government policy or membership in a network of voluntary
and community-based organizations that work with young people — or some combination thegafnal

service programmes may be international, national, or local in scope. The majority of service programmes are
operated by NGOs, and even governments that sponsor national service programmes routinely partner with
NGOs for implementation.

National youth services represent a unique, at-scale platform that can make interventions into the lives of
marginalized and at-risk youth in con ict-a ected countries. National youth services provide structured and
constructive civic and economic roles for marginalized youth that are alternatives to risky behaviour. They
empower young people to become active citizens in addressing a wide range of community challenges.
National youth service programmes can also help build the leadership and civic engagement skills of youth,
develop the capacity of youth organizations, and support grass roots development e orts essential to
community and national cohesiéh.

Key challenges to planning and implementing national youth policies remain. In the poorest con ict-a ected
countries, data gaps on the situation of youth constrain evidence-informed policymaking. Youth services can
be prone to engaging primarily elite, educated youth. Youth services can also be expensive, and countries
can be hard pressed to nance all the elements of a national youth policy. Lastly, where national policies exist,
they are not always linked into broader national planning — including peacebuilding pfnning.

Recommendations

® Advocate for and support the development of inclusive national youth services in con ict-a ected
countries where there is none.

® Support governments to work with a wide array of stakeholders, including community-based
organizations, NGOs, and international partners on the development and evaluation of national youth
service programmes.

® Support national youth service programmes to be designed so that skills are obtained for future work
or livelihood opportunities and either through formal, non-formal, or self-employment. Mechanisms
should be in place both during and post-service in order to facilitate transition to work.

* Highlight the strategic holistic approach of simultaneously delivering social services to rural
communities while empowering young people to gain experience in applied leadership and skills.

80 A. Moore McBride, Youth Service in Comparative Perspective, Center for Social Development (St. Louis, MO: Washington University, 2009), p. 1.

81 A.Moore McBride, C. Benitez, and M.E. Sherraden, The forms and nature of civic service: a global assessment, Center for Social Development (St. Louis, MO:
Washington University, 2003).

82 R. Israel and S. Nogueira-Sanca, Youth Service Programs: A Study of Promising Models in International Development (Washington, D.C.: USAID, 2011). p. 14.
Available from http://www.equip123.net/docs/e3-YSP.pdf.

83 K. Gyimah-Brempong and M. S. Kimenyi, Youth Policy and the Future of African Development (Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution, April 2013).
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http://w3w59]p/iNrN.9rN.9rPd y60f3U4:c>k
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http://www.unv.org/fileadmin/docdb/pdf/2013/resources/LBR_Evaluation_Brief_Youth_2013.pdf
http://www.unv.org/fileadmin/docdb/pdf/2013/resources/Booklet_SWVR_Social_Cohesion.pdf
http://www.equip123.net/docs/e3-YSP.pdf
http://www.icicp.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/131123-Landscape-in-National-Youth-Service-final.pdf
http://www.icicp.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/131123-Landscape-in-National-Youth-Service-final.pdf

A PRACTICE NOTE

Nigeria Youth Service Corps (NYSC)

If youth are required to serve in other communities in their country, they will address prejudice
and develop a sense of national cohesion.

Nigeria established the compulsory National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) in 1973 with a
mandate of reconstruction, reconciliation, national unity, and development in the aftermath

of the Nigerian Civil War (1967-70). The NYSC requires all university graduates to serye for one
year in a region of the country di erent from their origins. Following a semi-military orientation
period, NYSC postings involve eleven months of service, including developing independent
community development initiatives. Corps members serve in their professional disciplines, but
there is an overall sectoral orientation toward agriculture, health, education and infrastructure.
There are leadership and training opportunities. The government provides stipends, and Corps
members receive Certi cates of National Service entitling them to be employed in Nigerja.
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http://www.codesria.org/spip.php?article663
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2012/6/volunteering-africa-caprara/06-volunteering-africa-caprara
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/reports/2012/6/volunteering-africa-caprara/06-volunteering-africa-caprara
http://www.unv.org/fileadmin/docdb/pdf/2013/resources/LBR_Evaluation_Brief_Youth_2013.pdf
http://www.unv.org/fileadmin/docdb/pdf/2013/resources/LBR_Evaluation_Brief_Youth_2013.pdf
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this includes learning to understand the perspectives of adults. Not only is youth leadership important in the
short-term, but leadership in adolescence and “youth-hood” helps shape the future leadership path of youth,
and in uence the cohesion and resilience of their families, community and country.

In con ict-a ected settings, youth leadership takes on additional dimensions. Personal skills such as empathy,
tolerance and non-discrimination become essential, as well as more societal and political skills in reconciliation
and negotiation.

Recommendations

® Target programmes that identify and develop young people (especially in marginalized communities
and IDP/refugee settings) that are in uential among their peers to foster leadership skills that include
peacebuilding.


https://twitter.com/GenerationChg

A PRACTICE NOTE
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http://www.mercycorps.org/sites/default/files/skyl_eval_final_31_jan_2012.pdf
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http://www.yfpcambodia.org/index.php?p=submenu.php&menuId=3&subMenuId=37

A PRACTICE NOTE
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Youth-led NGOs achieved local sustainability in all countries.
A mine action NGO achieved local sustainability in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Several national universities accredited PRONI’s non-formal courses.

society and improved policy-makers’ understanding of national youth service.
Several national youth policies embraced a PRONI methodology for their developm
Over 15,000 youth regularly involved in community youth and leadership projects regi
Considerable legitimization by local communities and municipalities.

Over 1,000 EU-accredited university graduates in youth leadership and community yoth work.

Managed 72 youth centres that helped integrate youth service structures within civil

ent.
onally.

www.dimkov.net/sites/default/ les/pronievaluation.pdf

United Network of Young Peacebuilders (UNOY)

If youth peace organizations network globally, share knowledge and information and

assist



http://www.dimkov.net/sites/default/files/pronievaluation.pdf
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http://unoy.org
http://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1865/USAID state of the field holistic cross sectoral youth development final 2_26.pdf
http://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1865/USAID state of the field holistic cross sectoral youth development final 2_26.pdf
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® Devise speci c strategies to ensure girls and young women can access the youth centres and club,

including by working with community and family members.
® Support governments and partners to create links between youth centres and clubs and national

youth policy and local youth action plans.
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Kamenge Youth Centre (KYC): Burundi

The overall theory of change behind the KYC is that engaging youth across ethnic lines t
constructive cultural, economic, sports activities and group work, this can lead to recong
and broader social cohesion. KYC provides a wide range of activities including training
and other recreational activiti€.

KYC was initiated in 1991 by the Catholic diocese of Bujumbura. It works between si

A PRACTICE NOTE
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communities in northern Bujumbura, an area that su ered greatly in the 1993 to 2000 con ict.
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Following the 1994 crisis, the need to bring together young Tutsi and Hutu communit
order to promote reconciliation led to the creation of the KYC. At that time, the KYC s
early promise in joining Tutsi and Hutu youth through sports and cultural activities.

following 15 years, the Kamenge Youth Centre continued to bring together youth of all
ethnic and religious backgrounds to be involved in di erent peacebuilding activities. Thr
collaboration with schools, administrative and religious associations and local NG(
KYC has been in uential in all districts of the capital. It has run programmes on peal
reconciliation, AIDS awareness, literacy activities, and computer training, with atten
group work to strengthen relationships. Their activities help young people enter the wg
world, and promote education.

o

KYC has expanded to reach nearly 30,000 metfitend,received the Right Livelihood Awar
in 2002.

www.insightoncon ict.org/con icts/burundi/peacebuilding-organizations/kamenge-yout
centre/

Education

The importance of social services, particularly education, to peacebuilding is increasingly being recognized
by the international policy and donor communifyEducation is arguably the single most transformative
national institution that can touch every young person. For this reason, it is a pillar of nation-building and
national identity formation — as well as peacebuilding. Youth around the world understand the importance of
education: one of the top priorities of young people in post-2015 global consultations was “a good effucation”.

Education is central to peacebuilding precisely because it can have “tw&¥sdlesri equitably available,

of good quality and relevant — con ict sensitive, education can help promote peace and provide safe
environments; conversely, when it is exclusionary, discriminatory or corrupt, it can oppress, exclude and fuel
violence and extremistf Policy, curricula, materials, and physical infrastructure all play a role in fostering
either division or cohesion. Unsurprisingly, teachers — who underpin the success of any education system —
have a major role to play as agents of peacebuilding and protection. Parent-teacher associations, who can
remain active in con ict contexts, also have an important role to play.

104 Available from http://www.insightoncon ict.org/con icts/burundi/peacebuilding-organizations/kamenge-youth-centre/.

105 A. Korongo, Regional Report on Youth Policies and Violence Prevention in the Great'L#karREgitsisJRESCO, 2012).

106 See United Nations, Report of the Secretary-General on Peacebuilding in the Immediate Aftermath of Con ict (A/63/881-S/2015/304, 11 June 2009);
UnitedNations Peacebuilding Fund Thematic Areas; New Deal for Engagement in Fragile States; and USAID, State of the Field Report: Youth Education
in Crisis and Con ict (Washington, D.C., 2013, p. 11), which shows that the top education priority of donors in con ict-a ected settings is con ict
mediation/peacebuilding.

107 Available from http://data.myworld2015.org/. Priorities shift slightly depending on analytic lters applied.

108 For more information on the two faces of education in con ict, see http://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/pdf/insight4.pdf.

109 USAICstate of the Field Report: Examining the Evidence in Youth Education in Crisis and Con ict (Washington, D.C., 2013), p. 6.
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http://www.insightonconflict.org/conflicts/burundi/peacebuilding-organisations/kamenge-youth-centre/
http://www.insightonconflict.org/conflicts/burundi/peacebuilding-organisations/kamenge-youth-centre/
http://www.insightonconflict.org/conflicts/burundi/peacebuilding-organizations/kamenge-youth-centre/
http://data.myworld2015.org/
http://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/pdf/insight4.pdf
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Most youth in con ict-a ected states are out of school, and girls are the rst to be exéltitlee .exclusion

of girls from education further entrenches gender inequality, which research has shown renders societies less
stable and more vulnerable to con iétlf inclusive and accessible to both boys and girls, education can thus
foster gender equality from a young age, which in turn builds fairer societies that are more resilient to con ict.

Education programmes that support youth and peacebuilding can be formal or non-formal or alternative
education programmes (often creative and in communities, including civic education). Together, these
programmes develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes of youth in peacebuilding and con ict resolution,
non-violence in schools, civic participation and peer and community leadership.


http://en.unesco.org/gem-report/growing-number-children-and-adolescents-are-out-school-aid-fails-meet-mark#sthash.2P6rzFbd.dpuf
http://en.unesco.org/gem-report/growing-number-children-and-adolescents-are-out-school-aid-fails-meet-mark#sthash.2P6rzFbd.dpuf

Mapping the talents that exist in the community

Inviting those with talents to coordinate workshops in the school

Encouraging the transfer of knowledge existing in the community

Reducing the cycle of violence in the community and in the school environment
Broadening the horizons of the community and its young people

the di usion of knowledge
® Building a culture of peace

A PRACTICE NOTE

Strengthening the school so that it can become an agglutinating centre and a centre for

The Open Schools Programme fosters an improvement in the quality of the country’s education

by increasing opportunities for access to educational, cultural, sports, leisure and ir

come-
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http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/FIELD/Brasilia/pdf/open_schools_programme_folder_en.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/FIELD/Brasilia/pdf/open_schools_programme_folder_en.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0012/001297/129708por.pdf
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In South Sudan, UNICEF, through the Global Partnership for Education, has partnered with
the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology to aid various peacebuilding initiatives on
the national level and to mainstream life skills and peace education into the curriculum used
by the country’s primary and secondary schools. PBEA facilitated 28 participatory workshops
during the review and revision of the curriculum guidelines, provided technical support to
an inter-ministerial group and facilitated the participation of education personnel in national
peacebuilding fora and processes.

Forty-eight schools in four intervention areas in at least six counties received the Life Skills and
Peacebuilding curriculum, reaching a total of 13,109 students at primary and secondary school level.

Collaboration with Global Partnership for Education has helped to mainstream con ict
sensitivity and peacebuilding into the entire national curriculum, including all subjects, and the
overall ethos of the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology.

www.learningforpeace.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/South-Sudan-LSPE.pdf

Governance

The importance of governance and inclusive institutions to peacebuilding and development has risen atop
the international agenda. They are also paramount to youth a ected by con ict. Research shows that injustice,
discrimination and corruption are the key drivers behind youth engagement in vidfefroen the World

Bank’s 2011 World Development Report on Con ict, Security and Development to the recently adopted
Agenda 203@* and particularly Goal 16 which clearly articulates the linkages between development and
peace, governance and inclusive institutions are highlighted as central to peacebuilding.

The potential of youth to catalyse and shape political change has been withessed around the world. Youth can
play highly consequential roles to advance peacebuilding by in uencing decisions that a ect them, helping
hold governments accountable, participating in political processes to support more e ective public service
delivery. Some examples include preventing electoral violence and participating in political*yptarties,
making national planning and national budgeting more inclusive, equitable and responsive to their needs. But
often the most visible actions by youth occur when they voice concerns outside of established government
consultation mechanisms through mass social mobilization and protest — in the streets and, now, virtually.

Many of the new front lines of con ict and violence confronting youth will be in urban séttiHgdf of

the global population now lives in cities, and rapidly growing urban areas in fragile settings pose even more
complex risks. Critical urban municipal issues a ecting youth include local planning, housing, policing,
gangs, migration and displacement, employment, access to public services, and access to public space and
resources. The city municipality is thus vital to development and youth, but it can also perpetrate violence


http://learningforpeace.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/South-Sudan-LSPE.pdf
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
htt