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High-Level Thematic Debate in Support of SDG14: Life Below Water 
10:00 a.m. ʹ 6:00 p.m.; Tuesday, 1 June 2021 

General Assembly Hall, United Nations Headquarters, New York 
 

 
Background 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has slowed and even reversed progress on some SDGs, and a 
green recovery is key to addressing this slow down. With the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the implementation of SDG 14 by the 2030 deadline seems even more 
daunting. Given the widespread health and economic impacts of the pandemic, and the 
urgent need f
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The panels will be enhanced with five, one-minute long transition videos from a variety 
of stakeholders to share solutions, best practices, lessons learnt, and innovative 
developments from across all actors in the ocean space.  
 
 

Draft Programme 
 

10:00 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. Opening Segment 
 

10:50 a.m. – 11:50 a.m. Panel 1 ʹ Bringing together UN processes on the Ocean 
 

11:50 a.m. – 11:55 a.m. Video transition ʹ Youth 
 

11:55 p.m. – 12:55 p.m. Panel 2 ʹ Towards a pollution-free, protected and climate-
resilient ocean 
 

12:55 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Video transition ʹ Private Sector 
 

1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. BREAK 
 

3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Panel 3 –
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5. As new processes are being developed or the next cycles of processes are getting 
underway, what mechanisms could be integrated from the outset to ensure 
maximum efficiency and avoid duplication?  
 

6. How can we move from UN processes to tangible action that achieve real impact 
for the ocean? 
 
 

Panel 2 ʹ Towards a healthy, protected and climate-resilient 
ocean 
 
If we are to realize a vision of humanity living in harmony with nature on a climate stable 
and pollution free planet, holistic policy and concerted action in the next decade is 
essential. By 2050, the planet will need to provide food, jobs, energy, p2<96 842.04 re1w(an)4(d5000008)
q
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the recent launch of the Natural Capital Accounting and Valuation of Ecosystem Services 
(NCAVES) which has now been adopted by the UN Statistics Division of DESA.  
 
Potential barriers and enabling factors to successful implementation of SDG14 may 
include: 
 

Pollution – Economic circularity and 
source-to-sea thinking is needed to reduce 
land-based sources of marine pollution, 
including marine litter and plastic 
pollution. Sustainable nutrient 
management and enhanced nutrient use 
efficiency is also required given nearly 80% 
of nutrients applied in agriculture is lost to 
the environment. Harmonization of 
marine  litter monitoring is required to 
enhance policy and management 
interventions. Efforts to combat ship-
source marine and coastal pollution, 
including through regulatory measures, 
are going to be critical, in particular for 
vulnerable coastal developing countries 
and SIDS. 
 

Ecosystem-based ocean management – 
Strategic marine planning and area-
based management that incorporates 
macro-economic scenarios is needed to 
address economic drivers and cumulative 
human impacts. Connected marine 
conservation and restoration efforts 
across land-sea boundaries are needed to 
support nature-based solutions for 
climate stability. Ecosystem service 
mapping, assessment and accounting is 
needed to capture the full value of the 
ocean in policy and planning. 
 

Acidification – Gaps in research capacity 
on ocean acidification between the Global 
North and the Global South requires 
knowledge transfer and research support 
to developing countries. Innovation is 
needed to manage impacts of ocean 
acidification - apart from rapidly reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, what practical 
interventions exist?  

Marine Protected Areas – Enhancing 
performance, financing and addressing 
climate variability and change in holistic 
MPA design and implementation is 
essential to secure environmental, social 
and economic benefits. There is 
increasing need for evaluating and 
understanding the effectiveness and 
equitable outcomes of spatial 
management approaches operating 
around the world. For example, how is 
Other Effective Area-based Conservation 
Measures (OECMs) applied in practice? 

 
Guiding Questions:  
 

1. How can we advance holistic source-to-sea approaches to tackle land-based 
sources of marine pollution? 

2. How can ecosystem-based management and restoration strengthen the 
opportunity for sustainable ocean development? 

3. What are the main challenges to measuring ocean acidification globally, and what 
priority gaps need to be addressed?  
 

4. How can marine protected areas be more effectively embedded in broader 
marine planning and management for ocean sustainability management? 
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Panel 3    Fisheries and Aquaculture 
 

The world will have an additional 2 billion people to feed over the next 30 years. Today, 
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Guiding questions: 
 

1. What are the main obstacles that prevent fisheries and aquaculture from being 
managed sustainably? How do we develop solutions or adapt existing approaches 
to support the sector to adapt to climate change? 
 

2. Given the increasing contribution of aquatic foods to nutrition and food security, 
what strategies should fisheries and aquaculture adapt for nutrition-sensitive 
policy development, particularly in countries facing famine and malnutrition? 

 
3. What incentives and opportunities exist for collective action to ensure these 

instruments’ implementation? 
 

4. How can the new World Trade Organization rules and disciplines on fisheries 
subsidies improve global fisheries’ sustainability? 

 
5. Which join efforts and actions are needed to mitigate these impacts while 

strengthening the sector’s longer-term resilience and its contribution to a blue 
recovery? 

 
 
Panel 4 ʹ A Sustainable Blue Economy 
The great disruption caused by the COVID-19 pandemic generated never seen impacts 
on the global economy. Prolonged uncertainty halted economic and social activities in 
both developing and developed countries overnight. The pandemic has sensitized the 
world to our shared fragility. It has brought into sharp relief the ways in which human 
well-being and resilience are intrinsically related to a healthy planet and our stewardship 
of nature. The pandemic has made clear just how quickly years of progress toward 
poverty and hunger eradication can unravel without the sustainable management of the 
planet’s natural resources. It pushed inequities of our current economic system to the 
forefront and further exposed the severe impacts on those with existing vulnerabilities, 
including SIDS, coastal communities, the poor, the vulnerable, women and girls. 
 
To move forward, deep structural changes are required in our economies, trade, patterns 
of consumption and production, food and transport systems, in ways that may have 
seemed too disruptive or expensive before. A sustainable use of the ocean must align 
with the principles inherent in the 2030 Agenda, the Paris Agreement, the Convention on 
Biological Diversity and the United Nations Convention on Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 
safeguarding ocean health and resource use for future generations, while leaving no one 
behind. It is an opportunity to root the ocean economy in ways that consider the 
sustainable use of marine resources and identify and develop opportunities that 
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livelihoods, diversification, resilience, sound ecosystem services, social norms and 
cultural values.  
 
The overall value of key ocean assets is estimated as much larger than official valuations 
(goods and services are estimated at US$2.5 trillion) and has been estimated 
conservatively to be at least UD$24 trillion. Existing estimates may be too low, as they 
may not fully take into account all sectors and activities. Also, not all ecosystem benefits 
are readily quantifiable.   A sustainable ocean economy is vital for achieving the 2030 
Agenda and to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Tourism presents a key element of the ocean economy in many parts of the world.  
Rebuilding inclusive, resilient, and sustainable tourism will require fresh investment that 
protects and regenerates the ecosystems on which it depends and reinvest tourism 
revenues into local communities to build capacity and increase local employment, 
diversify economic opportunities and increase resources for coastal and marine 
restoration and protection. Lower to zero emissions means of transport will be key to 
making the tourism sector more resilient and help meet global climate goals. In addition, 
investment in energy efficiency and renewable energy will be important for continued 
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resilient seaports are key to enabling SIDS to explore the full potential and harness the 
benefits of the ocean economy. 
 
Globally, the market value of marine and coastal resources and industries equate to a 
significant proportion of global GDP. Marine industries present opportunities, but only if 
marine resources are managed appropriately and sustainably within planetary 
boundaries. The widespread need for a more integrated and equitable ocean 
management approach is gaining pace to balance marine conservation and production 
with population, economic growth and social equity. At present, ocean management 
often occurs in siloes, on a sectoral basis, with little intergovernmental or cross-
ministerial coordination. For ocean-based climate solutions to advance in tandem with 
other sustainable ocean industries and important sources of livelihoods there is a need 
to better integrate ocean management and planning with nature-based solutions, the 
decarbonization agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals. The engagement and 
leadership of the private sector can play a significant role in the achievement of a 
sustainable ocean economy. The empowerment and meaningful participation of local 
coastal communities, including indigenous peoples and other stakeholders are critical to 
a successful outcome of an integrated ocean management and planning strategy for the 
benefit of the whole-of-society.  
 
Panel 4 will review the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on the ocean economy and its 
major pillars and highlight the opportunities and challenges of the next nine years in 
order to achieve the 2030 Agenda. 
 
 

Guiding Questions 
 

1. What are the main opportunities to ensure a sustainable inclusive ocean economy 
while building back better from the pandemic? 
 

2. How can we reach a better understanding and accounting of the ocean’s 
contribution to the global economy? 
 

3. 


