
Concept note for the 2023 regional workshops in support of the third 

World Ocean Assessment  

 



Each of the compiled outputs from each of the workshops will be provided to the relevant writing 

teams of the chapters and sub-chapters of sections 5A and 5B of the annotated outline of the 

assessment. 

 

Annotated outline components that the workshops will focus on 

Section 5A: A sustainable and inclusive ocean economy  

Section 5A of the third World Ocean Assessment will consider the pressures that human activities 

are placing on the ocean, the social and economic conditions associated with ocean sectors, 

including the demographic, institutional, and technological factors associated with these sectors and 

the data, tools and information, including management approaches available for progressing 

sustainable pathways for human activities in the ocean. Of the elements associated with human use 

of the ocean, the workshops will focus on the foundation for developing sustainability pathways. 

Sustainability pathways  

These forward-looking feasible pathways will identify the scientific data, tools and knowledge that 
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This component of the workshop will focus on the foundational basis of outputs that can be utilised 

by a specific sustainability pathways workshop (being organised by Germany, to be held in the 

second half of 2023) rather than trying to progress the full development of individual pathways 

within each workshop, as there will not be enough time for full development of pathways. Workshop 

participants will explore a range of environmental, social, economic, technological, political and 

governance related drivers of sustainability for ocean sectors and the challenges associated with 

moving those sectors towards future sustainability. 

Materials provided to discussion groups 

Individual workshop groups will be provided with an Excel spreadsheet template and tasked with 

identifying motivations (or drivers) for sustainability for ocean sectors (one spreadsheet) and the 

challenges (or barriers) associated with moving those sectors towards future sustainability (second 

spreadsheet) for a sub-set of chapters and sub-chapters of section 5A of the annotated outline for 

the third World Ocean Assessment. Each group should aim to identify four to six high-level 

motivations and challenges but less or more might be identified depending on the sector – there is 

no golden rule! High level motivations and challenges may not be identified for all six categories– the 

goal is to identify the most important motivations and challenges. 

The number of chapters and sub-chapters considered by each discussion group will depend on the 

number of groups participants are divided into but should number no more than four chapters and 

sub-chapters. When combined, workshops will complete spreadsheets for all 16 chapters and sub-

chapters of section 5A of the annotated outline for the third World Ocean Assessment.  

One spreadsheet for each chapter/sub-chapter topic 
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Materials provided to discussion groups 

Workshop groups will be provided with a Word template containing each of the three sets of 

questions. One person from each discussion group will be nominated by the group to rapporteur for 

the group and provide a written account of the group’s discussions against each of the questions.  

Compilation of materials and reporting 

Sustainability pathways 

The two spreadsheets from the sustainability pathways exercise generated by each discussion group 

will presented back to the workshop by a person nominated from each discussion group so that 

perspectives can be shared with all workshop participants (this should not be the rapporteur to 

ensure that tasks are shared amongst each group). These will then be compiled, added to the 

previous outputs from previous workshops, and presented to the workshop, so that participants 

have the opportunity to be provided with a broader perspective on motivations/drivers and 

challenges/barriers generated from other regional workshops. Workshop outputs will then be 

provided to the specific sustainability pathways workshop and the relevant writing teams for further 

development. 

One health 

The written accounts generated in response to the questions provided to each discussion group will 

presented back to the workshop by a person nominated from each discussion group so that 

perspectives can be shared with all workshop participants (this should not be the rapporteur to 

ensure that tasks are shared amongst each group). The written accounts (Word documents) from 

the discussion groups will be compiled and provided to the relevant writing teams for further 

development. 

 


