
 1 

Summary of discussions of the fourth regional workshop of the second round of workshops held 

under the auspices of the United Nations in support of the third cycle of the Regular Process for 

Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine Environment, including Socioeconomic 

Aspects  

 

Lisbon, Portugal, 25 – 27 September 2023   

 

 

I. Overview 

This document provides an overview of the workshop held as part of the second round of 

regional workshops in support of the third cycle of the Regular Process for Global 

Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine Environment, including 

Socioeconomic Aspects (ñRegular Processò), covering the region of the North Atlantic, the 

Baltic Sea, the Mediterranean Sea, and the Black Sea. The workshop was held in Lisbon, 

Portugal, from 25 to 27 September 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAcG5OkBo41mFs_i2kTj2KjN1XtpC-NBqQM
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¶ The assessment of potential gaps and overlaps in expertise and the way to manage 

them.  

Five scoping workshops were held during the second half of 2022 to support the 

development of the four documents endorsed at the 18th meeting of the Ad Hoc Working 

Group of the Whole. These workshops identified regional perspectives on assessment 

content and formats, information and expertise that might contribute to the third cycle and 

facilitated outreach and awareness-raising of the Regular Process and the WOA II.1  

 

Following the 2022 regional workshops, five regional workshops are planned to be held in 

2023. According to the ñConcept note for the 2023 regional workshops in support of the 

third World Ocean Assessmentò, the 2023 regional workshops will focus on the thematic 

elements of WOA III, such as:  

¶ Component parts of the steps in developing sustainability pathways for the 

chapters in section 5A of the annotated outline of WOA III. 

¶ Cross-cutting themes of equity, gender and Indigenous traditional owner and local 

community knowledge (ITLK) for contributing to the chapters in section 5B of the 

annotated outline of WOA III (One Health) and components of the chapters and 

sub-chapters of section 5A of the annotated outline of WOA III (Sustainable and 

inclusive ocean economies). 

The 2023 regional workshops outputs will comprise:  

¶ A compilation of initial concepts associated with drivers for and barriers to 

achieving sustainability requiring to be considered when developing the 

sustainability pathways from the various regions. 

¶ A summary of perspectives provided by workshop participants in responding to 

the guiding questions provided on equity, gender and ITLK. 

The outputs from each of the workshops will be provided to the relevant writing teams of 

the chapters and sub-chapters of sections 5A and 5B of the annotated outline of the WOA 

III. As part of each workshop, the outputs from previous workshops will be summarised 

and provided to workshop participants so that participants are provided with perspectives 

from other regions and provided with some understanding of the commonalities and 

differences between each region.  

 

 

III. Conduct of the workshop 

The opening remarks to the workshop were delivered by Mr. José Guedes de Sousa, Head 

of Department for International Economic Organizations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Portugal, Ms. Sofia Cordeiro, Coordinator for Ocean Programme, Foundation for Science 

and Technology, and Mr. Sam Collins, Project Manager Blue Network, Oceano Azul 

Foundation. It was followed by remarks by Ms. Karen Evans, Group of Experts (GoE) of 

the Regular Process and Ms. Jisun Hwang, Programme Management Officer, DOALOS. 

 

The workshop primarily involved discussions within small groups with a focus on 

generating outputs that would be of use to the writing teams of the relevant chapters in the 

WOA III. The workshop was conducted in accordance with the annotated agenda and 

timetable (see Annex 2 ï Annotated Agenda and Timetable). To help facilitate 

 
1 Programme of Work 2021-2025, paragraph 8.  

http://www.un.org/regularprocess/sites/www.un.org.regularprocess/files/1_concept_note_for_2023_regional_workshops_updated_jamaica_for_circulation.pdf
http://www.un.org/regularprocess/sites/www.un.org.regularprocess/files/1_concept_note_for_2023_regional_workshops_updated_jamaica_for_circulation.pdf
/regularprocess/sites/www.un.org.regularprocess/files/2_clean_ver_edited_annotated_outline_of_third_assessment_final_clean.pdf
/regularprocess/sites/www.un.org.regularprocess/files/2_clean_ver_edited_annotated_outline_of_third_assessment_final_clean.pdf
/regularprocess/sites/www.un.org.regularprocess/files/2_clean_ver_edited_annotated_outline_of_third_assessment_final_clean.pdf
/regularprocess/sites/www.un.org.regularprocess/files/2_clean_ver_edited_annotated_outline_of_third_assessment_final_clean.pdf
/regularprocess/sites/www.un.org.regularprocess/files/programme_of_work_3rd_cycle.pdf
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understanding of the Regular Process, WOA III, and the small group discussions, 

presentations on the following were provided:  

 

a) The Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the Marine 

Environment, including socioeconomic aspects ï including the WOA III;  

b) An overview of the 2023 regional workshops: Background, objectives, and 

structure of the workshops; 

c) The nomination process to the Pool of Experts and opportunities for contributing 

to the WOA III; 

d) 
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¶ The approach to the development of the WOA III, including delivery of the content 

of the third assessment via a web-based, interactive format and the thematic 

components of the assessment such as sustainable ocean economies, gender, 

coastal communities, and Indigenous knowledge. 

Ms. Maria João Bebianno gave a presentation on ñOverview of the 2023 regional 

workshops: Background, objectives, and structure of the workshopsò. Ms. Bebianno noted 

the following points: 

 

¶ The primary objectives of the 2023 regional workshops, which encompass (1) 

raising awareness of the Regular Process, (2) gathering region-specific data for the 

third World Ocean Assessment, and (3) generating outputs directly relevant to 

writing teams to integrate regional perspectives into individual assessment 

chapters and sub-chapters. 

¶ The thematic elements of WOA III, specifically those contained in Section 5A and 

5B of the assessment.  Section 5A is focused on a sustainable and inclusive ocean 

economy. This section explores the impact of human activities on the ocean, 

associated social and economic conditions, and tools for identifying sustainable 

future pathways. Section 5B is focused on the One Health concept, highlighting 

the interconnectedness of the ocean's physical and chemical state, marine 

organisms, and human health through an integrated approach. 

¶ The 2022 workshops, drawing insights from the second cycle and regional 

consultations, identified key thematic areas. These areas encompassed a 

sustainable and inclusive ocean economy, gender-related considerations, the well-

being of coastal communities, and the integration of Indigenous knowledge. 

 

A.2. Sustainability Pathways 

Ms. Karen Evans gave a presentation on ñBackground to sustainability pathwaysò. Ms. 

Evans covered the following points: 

¶ Understanding and implementing sustainability pathways to address ocean 

challenges in various ocean-related sectors, including the importance of 

sustainable practices and the need to minimize environmental impacts. 

¶ The workshopôs approach where the participants were divided into groups to 

discuss sector-specific topics collaboratively. The group discussion aimed to 

identify drivers/motivations, and barriers/challenges to achieving sustainability 

within each sector, fostering diverse perspectives that could then be incorporated 

into each of the relevant chapters and sub-chapters of section 5A of the assessment. 

 
 The chapters/sub-chapters that were discussed during the workshop were: 

 

¶ Sub-chapter 1a: Medium and large-scale fishing  

¶ Sub-chapter 1b: Small-scale fishing including subsistence fishing  

¶ Sub-chapter 1c: Medium and large-scale aquaculture  

¶ Sub-chapter 1d: Small-scale aquaculture  

¶ Sub-chapter 1e: (Sea)Food processing  

¶ Sub-chapter 1f: (Seafood) Trade  



/regularprocess/sites/www.un.org.regularprocess/files/consolidated_all_workshops_sustainability_pathways_spreadsheet.pdf
/regularprocess/sites/www.un.org.regularprocess/files/consolidated_all_workshops_sustainability_pathways_spreadsheet.pdf


 6 

international forums, including upcoming negotiations on the international plastic 

treaty.  

Mr. Jörn Schmidt gave a presentation on ñEquity.ò Mr. Schmidt highlighted the following 

points: 

 

¶ Equity, defined as the fair distribution of costs and benefits with principles of 

inclusivity, and respect for diverse perspectives and knowledge systems, is a 

central consideration in achieving sustainability goals.  



/regularprocess/sites/www.un.org.regularprocess/files/discussion_group_session_on_equity_portugal_2023_consolidated.pdf
/regularprocess/sites/www.un.org.regularprocess/files/discussion_group_session_on_gender_portugal_2023_consolidated.pdf
/regularprocess/sites/www.un.org.regularprocess/files/discussion_group_session_on_itlk_portugal_2023_consolidated.pdf
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¶ All respondents would be willing to attend another workshop on the Regular 

Process and its associated assessments. 

¶ 14 respondents would like to be informed about the next steps in the third cycle of 

the Regular Process via newsletters, 1 respondent via Instagram, 7 respondents via 

LinkedIn, 4 respondents via Twitter, 3 respondents via other social media 

platforms such as Facebook, and 17 respondents preferred other methods such as 

email. 
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Annex I: List of Participants 

 

No Full Name 
Country of 

Nationality 

1 Anne-Marie O'Hagan Ireland 

2 Antonio Di Natale Italy 

3 Ausenda Maria Jose Nosolini Guinea-Bissau 

4 Burcu Bilgin Topçu  Türkiye 

5 Carla Grafino Portugal   

6 Coumba Ndoffene Diouf Senegal 

7 Cristina Pita Portugal   

8 David Lusseau France 

9 Diego Costa Fernandes Brazil 

10 Djoro Hyacinthe Gnepa Côte d'Ivoire 

11 Françoise Elisabeth Gaill France 

12 Helena Margarida Moreira de Oliveira Vieira Portugal   

13 Inmaculada Herrera Rivero Spain 

14 Iryna Makarenko Ukraine 

15 Kissao Gnandi Togo 

16 Leonardo Fabián Valenzuela Pérez United States

Togo

16
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Annex II: Annotated agenda and timetable   

 

  

Annotated Agenda  
  

Regional workshop in support of the development of the third World 

Ocean Assessment of the Regular Process for Global Reporting and 

Assessment of the State of the Marine Environment, including 

Socioeconomic Aspects  
  

Lisbon, Portugal (25-27 September 2023)  
  

  
1.
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Each small group will present each of the motivations and challenges identified for each of the 

chapters/sub-chapters assigned to the group back to the workshop.  
  
8. Presentations on the topics of equity, gender, and Indigenous, Traditional Owner, and 

Local Community Knowledge 
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Time Agenda Item Presenter/Coordinator 

10:25 ï 10:50 
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Time Agenda Item Presenter/Coordinator 

11:00 ï 12:30 Small group presentations on motivations and challenges to 
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Annex III: Post-workshop survey 
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