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Thank You Mr. Chair.
Your excellencies, senior members of the forum & distinguished ladies and gentlemen.

Thank you so much for giving me the opportunity to represent my organisation, the
Drone Federation of India (DFI) and to share my thoughts with you on the emerging
threats posed by the use of unmanned aerial systems by terrorists.

Unmanned aerial systems, more commonly known as drones, are bringing tremendous
benefits to various sectors of society across the world. Their use in the field of
agriculture, mining, infrastructure, energy, healthcare, law enforcement and in other
sectors is increasing efficiency and optimising decision-making in these sectors at an
unprecedented scale.

Drone surveys for the digitisation of rural land records of over 600,000 villages, delivery
of vaccines and essential supplies during the pandemic and spraying of fertilisers and
pesticides in

India has recognised the economic and strategic importance of the drone industry very
well and has taken several steps to support the domestic drone ecosystem. These
include liberal drone regulation, a digital airspace map for drones, notification of a
production-linked financial incentive scheme and subsidy on the purchase of agriculture
drones.

However, like many other emerging technologies, drones too, pose a risk of being
misused by malicious actors. In the past decade, drones have been used globally in
over 50+ terrorist attacks, killing and injuring several people. The use of drones for
targeting key personnel, critical infrastructure and military establishments across the
world are examples where sophisticated drones have been misused by terrorists.

The world is already expressing concerns about the increasing capabilities of drones to
carry large payloads, sophisticated armament, CBRN weapons or the possible use of
100s of drones as a swarm. However, there is a need to closely look at the other
dimension of the defence from manned aircraft can




