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DEFINITIONS 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
This eighth Consolidated Annual Financial Progress Report for the UN Action Against Sexual Violence 
in Conflict Multi-Partner Trust Fund (UN Action MPTF) is prepared by the UN Action Secretariat and 
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Multi-Partner Trust Fund Office (MPTF Office) 
in its capacity as the Administrative Agent of 
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CRSV and reproductive health rights, LGBT rights in the context of conflict and emerging settings); and 

highlighting joint inter-agency projects in the different priority countries to exemplify the force 

multiplier effect of “one UN”.  

UN Action’s work is funded by voluntary contributions from a range of governments, including: 
Norway, Finland, Sweden, the United Kingdom, Bahrain and Switzerland, whose funds are pooled in a 
Multi-Partner Trust Fund (MPTF) managed by the UNDP MPTF Office, who have directed funds to UN 
Action entities to support specific UN Action deliverables.  
 
 
GOALS AND STRUCTURE OF UN ACTION 

UN Action seeks to amplify existing efforts across the UN system, including by its peacekeeping 

operations and special political missions, to address CRSV – leveraging the network’s value-added and 

greatest asset, which is its force-multiplier effect. The network serves as a bridge from the Office of 

the SRSG-SVC to the broader UN system at global and country levels. 

Given the importance that country-level actions have gaine
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 Institutional and technological links are established between various CRSV information 

management platforms to enable ethical data collection and sharing in support of MARA 

and locally relevant prevention and response strategies. 

 

A RBF/Monitoring & Evaluation consultant was hired to assist UN Action in developing the ToC and 

RBF; the consultant conducted several brainstorming sessions with all actors in NY, followed by an RBF 

workshop in Amman on October 11-13 with colleagues from UN entities implementing the Middle 

East projects in the region. The workshop comprised a field visit to one project. Now that UN Action 

is in the process of developing the new RBF/M&E, all current projects in the Middle East and any new 

projects will be carefully monitored throughout 2017/2018.  

 
 
COUNTRY-LEVEL ENGAGEMENTS IN 2016  

 
Security Council r
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from six peacekeeping operations (MINUSCA, MINUSMA, MONUSCO, UNAMID, UNMISS and UNOCI) 
and two special political missions (UNSMIL and UNSOM) participated in the workshop.   

Building upon previous workshops, the workshop focused on operationalizing guidance to effectively 
implement the CRSV mandate in peacekeeping and special political missions with six objectives: 
inform the WPAs about new developments and trends in the field of CRSV; share best practices and 
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breeding, sewing and knitting. Notably, ‘Woolmania’, a home accessories’ label, was created as 
result of this intervention. These grants had also a very important transformative effect on survivors 
who were directly responsible for implementing and managing projects, in some cases for the first 
time in their life. 
 
In 2016 UN Action conducted a mission to BiH to monitor the implementation of the Joint 
Programme. UN Action met with with several of the UN agency implementing partners, as well as 
representatives from the Government of Republika Srpska, the Brkco district, and the Federation of 
BiH to discuss successes and challenges around 
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employed at the workplace of their internship. Lastly, two youth groups were supported, with a total 
of 60 participants, which provided LGBTI refugees with a safe space to share experiences, as well as 
exchange on hurdles faced and on solutions found. As one way of improving assistance and services 
to LGBTI refugees, almost 110 humanitarian staff and other actors involved in the provision of 
assistance to LGBTI refugees have been trained to increase their awareness of Sexual Orientation and 
Gender Identity. 
  
The second project in Lebanon supported by UN Action aims at increasing protection of both refugee 

and host communities affected by SGBV including CRSV and the Syrian crisis through: 1. Enhancing 

the capacity of law enforcement actors (i.e. judges and police) to respond to the needs of SGBV 

survivors in a safe and ethical way; 2. Generating evidence and knowledge products to better target 

specific SGBV prevention and response; 3. Raising awareness and advocacy efforts through involving 

media in improving SGBV perceptions.  The funding for this proj
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NAP is being implemented.” 
- Project officer in Lebanon 
 

 
 
SUPPORT TO COUNTRY EFFORTS THROUGH THE TEAM OF EXPERTS ON THE RULE OF LAW AND 
SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN CONFLICT (TOE) 
 

In accordance with its mandate under Security Council resolution 1888 (2009), the Team of Experts 

on Rule of Law/Sexual Violence in Conflict (TOE) continued to assist national authorities to strengthen 

the rule of law and address conflict-related sexual violence (CRSV) in the following areas: criminal 

investigations and prosecution; collection and preservation of evidence; military justice system 

investigation and prosecution; criminal law reform and procedural law reform; protection of victims, 

witnesses and justice officials; and reparations. Composed of technical specialists from DPKO, OHCHR 

and UNDP, the TOE also maintains a roster of experts with a range of specializations. Through the 

provision of dedicated expertise, the TOE supports and complements the work of the United Nations 

system on the ground, by assisting national authorities in developing a more structured justice and 

security sector response to CRSV, often pursuant to high-level commitments secured by the Special 

Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict.  

Central African Republic 
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national level for conflict crimes. 
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more than 250 actors engaged on the fight against CRSV across DRC, including government officials, 

civil society organizations, victims groups and donors. Participants agreed on a roadmap for the full 

implementation of the Joint Communiqué for the period of 2017-2019.  

Guinea 

In Guinea-Conakry, the TOE continues to work for accountability for sexual violence crimes committed 

in the Conakry stadium on 28 September 2009. A senior expert deployed to assist national efforts 

continues to provide technical assistance to the Panel and the Ministry of Justice. Following the 

indictment of 16 high ranking military officers, including former president Moussa Dadis Camara; and 

over 450 hearings, including the testimony of at least 200 victims and witnesses in sexual violence 

cases, the trials are due to start in early 2017.  

The TOE is currently assisting the Ministry of Justice to plan the upcoming trials. In this regard, in 

September 2016 the TOE deployed the expert based in Guinea to Dakar to engage with the 

Extraordinary African Chambers, which successfully prosecuted former Chad President Hissene Habre 

for crimes against humanity including sexual violence, to inform Guinea’s strategy for the 28 

September 2009 incidents.  Furthermore, the TOE continues to provide assistance to Guinea on 

judicial cooperation with neighbouring countries to facilitate hearings and/or extradition of remaining 

key witnesses or suspects residing outside the country. A visit of Dr Denis Mukwege of the famed Panzi 

Hospital in the Bukavu, DRC is planned for 2017 to provide medical assistance to survivors and improve 

rehabilitative care for sexual violence survivors in Guinea.  

Iraq 

In September, on the margins of the United Nations General Assembly, the Office of the SRSG-SVC 

and the Foreign Minister of the Government of Iraq signed a joint communiqué that, inter alia, invited 

the TOE to provide expertise to the Iraqi national and regional governments, on addressing sexual 

violence crimes. This agreement reached after years of negotiation, is a landmark development for 

both the United Nations and the Iraqi government.  

The TOE continues its preparations of a technical mission due to deploy to Iraq in February 2017, to 

assess the capacity of the Government to address accountability for sexual crimes committed by ISIL 

and other armed groups, and define the technical assistance to offer to national institutions in this 

regard. This takes into account a request for technical assistance received from the regional 

government of Kurdistan.  

Mali 

Following its April 2016 visit to Mali, the TOE continues to engage with the Government on the process 

of reviewing a draft Joint Communiqué on addressing conflict-related sexual violence. Proposed 

support by the TOE to national authorities include: (i) strengthening the capacity of National Police, in 

the field of investigations, collection, preservation of evidence and CRSV case building; (ii) contributing 

the ongoing efforts by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to include accountability for CRSV; 

and (iii) enabling judicial authorities to establish adequate witness protection. In addition, national 

authorities expressed the need for assistance on possible inclusion of prevention and response to 

CRSV in on-going programming on antiterrorism. This complements already programmed assistance 

in line with the UN Joint Justice Program, including national legislative reform, under the leadership 



18 
 

of the Ministry of Justice; and strengthening the capacity of the Malian bar association to provide legal 

aid in CRSV cases.  

Somalia 

During 2016, the TOE worked with UNSOM and UNDP (Somalia) to integrate TOE activities into the 

existing Somalia Joint Rule of Law Programme to facilitate implementation of the Joint Communiqué 

and National Action Plan on Sexual Violence. Funds have been transferred by the MPTF Office to UNDP 

(Somalia), to ease administrative processes in supporting work in Somalia. Ongoing and completed 

activities include: (i) the establishing of the Women and Child Protection Unit within the police which 

is now fully functioning; (ii) the strengthening of the capacity of the military justice to investigate 

conflict-related sexual violence; (iii) follow up on the adoption of the Sexual Offenses Bill of Somalia 

(pending) and the Sex Offenders Act of Somaliland, and continuing advisory support to the Ministry of 

Women and Human Rights Development.  
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The TOE will identify the ex-SPLA-IO who had been designated as focal points within their Divisions, 

as well as the former members of the former SPLA-IO High Level Focal Point, in order for them to 

contribute to the implementation of the SPLA action plan.  

 
ADVOCACY/KNOWLEDGE BUILDING 

 
Since its inception, UN Action has sought to elevate conflict-related sexual violence to a place on the 
international peace and security agenda. Its efforts have heightened awareness that CRSV is not 
exclusively a gender or developmental issue, but also a war tactic and an illicit means of attaining 
military, political and economic ends. UN Action built its political and strategic advocacy on the 
foundation of international humanitarian law and international criminal law, which recognize that 
sexual violence can constitute a war crime, a crime against humanity, an act of torture, and/or a 
constituent act of genocide. This paradigm affirms that sexual violence is not cultural or collateral, but 
criminal. It is not an inevitable by-product of war, but a tactic that can be commanded, condoned or 
condemned. The effect of this new understanding has been two-fold: it confirms that prevention is 
possible, and it expands the circle of stakeholders to embrace non-traditional constituencies such as 
peacemakers, peacekeepers and peacebuilders.  
 
UN Action’s website, www.stoprapenow.org, is a repository of advocacy resources, news stories, and 
field updates on CRSV for use by practitioners and the public. It is an interactive site for social 
mobilization, featuring a global photo map of people from all walks of life displaying the crossed-arm 
gesture in a show of solidarity with survivors.  In 2016 UN Action continued to disseminate its key 
advocacy resources at HQ and at country level, including a tool kit on resolution 1820 and successor 
resolutions, consisting of a PowerPoint presentation explaining how Security Council resolution 1820 
builds on its predecessor, resolution 1325; a poster outlining the obligations of Member States, the 
UN system and NGOs; lapel pins that promote the message “Stop Rape in War” in English, “Non au 
Viol” in French, and “ضدّ الإغتصاب ً  in Arabic; and a pen with a retractable banner containing a ”معا
“cheat-sheet” summary of Security Council resolution 1820. 
 
The UN Action Secretaria

http://www.stoprapenow.org/
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responses by the UN and partners.  UN Action fulfils this function by ensuring that context-
appropriate, catalytic tools and resources are developed to fill cross- sector gaps in knowledge, 
practices, advocacy and technical expertise for improved survivor-centred response, as exemplified in 
the projects below. 

 In 2016 UN Action continued to support the collaborative project between WHO and UNHCR, 
implemented with the Peter C. Alderman Foundation, to develop and pilot a psychological 
intervention for adult survivors of conflict related sexual violence (CRSV).  The strategic objectives 
of this project were to develop a psychological intervention that would be suitable for the treatment 
of common mental health problems (anxiety, depression, acute stress) in adult survivors of (CR)SV; 
and furthermore an intervention that could be delivered to survivors of CRSV in a manner that did not 
over-target or stigmatize them. A third objective was for the intervention to be more scalable than 
conventional counseling interventions, which require extensive training and supervision.  

Through this project, evidence based, psychological intervention called Self Help Plus (SH+) was 

developed. Activities conducted during this project included i) the development of a generic English 

version of SH+ (using additional funds provided by WHO Syria), ii) adaptation of the package for use 
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services provided to GBV survivors.  This resource aims to set standards for quality, compassionate 

care for GBV survivors in humanitarian settings, with particular focus on the provision of case 

management services. This resource and the accompanying training materials will provide GBV service 

providers in humanitarian settings with the information and guidance they need to establish and 

provide quality case management services to GBV survivors.  The resource was developed over a two 

year period that involved extensive 
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conflict. Emphasis will be placed on supporting partners in countries where CRSV has been identified 

as a significant concern, with a view to triggering action by Government authorities and non-State 

actors. Advocacy strategies will include harnessing key media moments, building the capacity of local 

media to support the safe and ethical reporting of CRSV, public events, development of publications 

and knowledge products, and lobbying to raise awareness and generate political will for action to 

prevent and punish the scourge of sexual violence. 

Finally, UN Action would like to thank Mme. Zainab Hawa Bangura who completed her term as Special-

Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict in March 2016 for her 

leadership and commitment to UN Action and to the CRSV mandate.  UN Action would also like to 

welcome Ms. Pramila Patten, the recently appointed Special-Representative of the Secretary-General 

on Sexual Violence in Conflict, as new Chair of the network. The network is committed to supporting 

her role as a global advocate on CRSV and is looking forward to using the comparative advantage of 

each member organization with the goal of eliminating sexual violence in conflict.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



http://mptf.undp.org/factsheet/fund/UNA00
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3. INTEREST EARNED  

Interest income is earned in two ways: 1) on the 

balance of funds held by the Administrative Agent 

('Fund earned interest'), and 2) on the balance of 

funds held by the Participating Organizations 

('Agency earned interest'), where their Financial 

Regulations and Rules allow return of interest to 

the AA.  

 

As of 31 December 2016, Fund earned interest 

amounts to US$ 270,833.  

Interest received from Participating Organizations 

amounts to US$ 29,992, bringing the cumulative 

interest received to US$ 300,825.  

Details are provided in the table below. 

Table 3. Sources of Interest and Investment Income, as of 31 December 2016 (in US Dollars) 

  

Interest Earned 
Prior Years 

as of 31-Dec-2015 
Current Year 
Jan-Dec-2016 Total 

Administrative Agent       

Fund Earned Interest and Investment Income 216,947 53,886 270,833 

Total: Fund Earned Interest 216,947 53,886 270,833 

Participating Organization       

UNDP 717   717 

UNDPKO 20,979 664 21,643 

UNWOMEN 5,562   5,562 
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4. TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

Allocations to Participating Organizations are 

approved by the Steering Committee and 

disbursed by the Administrative Agent. As of 31 

December 2016, the AA has transferred US$ 

36,017,772 to 13 Participating Organizations (see 

list below).  

4.1 TRANSFER BY PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIR2n
 /P <</MCID 2/Lang (en-GB)>> BDC q
297.65 651.58 225.7d US$ 
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5. EXPENDITURE AND FINANCIAL DELIVERY 

RATES  

All final expenditures reported for the year 2016 

were submitted by the Headquarters of the 

Participating Organizations. These were 

http://mptf.undp.org/factsheet/fund/UNA00
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5.3 EXPENDITURE BY PROJECT  
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00102870 
UNA050 UNHCR UNICEF 
UNFPA Jord
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00076946 
UNA017 DPKO Accelerate 
Implementation of SCR 1820 
and 1888 

UNDPKO 
Financially 
Closed 

361,874 351,691 351,691 100.00 

00077794 
UNA017 DPKO Accelerate 
Implementation of SCR 1820 
and 1888 

UNAIDS 
Financially 
Closed 

69,550 69,550 69,550 100.00 
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5.4 EXPENDITURE REPORTED BY CATEGORY  
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6. COST RECOVERY  

Cost recovery policies for the Fund are guided by 

the applicable provisions of the Terms of 

Reference, the MOU concluded between the 

Administrative Agent and Participating 

Organizations, and the SAAs concluded between 

the Administrative Agent and Contributors, based 

on rates approved by UNDG.  

The policies in place, as of 31 December 2016, 

were as follows: 

 The Administrative Agent (AA) fee: 1% is 
charged at the time of contributor deposit 
and covers services provided on that 
contribution for the entire duration of the 
Fund. In the reporting period US$ 52,919 was 
deducted in AA-fees. Cumulatively, as of 31 
December 2016, US$ 407,283 has been 
charged in AA-fees.  

 Indirect Costs of Participating Organizations: 
Participating Organizations may charge 7% 
indirect costs. In the current reporting period 
US$ 522,268 was deducted in indirect costs 
by Participating Organizations. Cumulatively, 
indirect costs amount to US$ 1,706,168 as of 
31 December 2016.  

http://mptf.undp.org/

