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Contribution of the International Seabed Authority to the background note 
the General Assembly through its resolution 

I wish to refer to your letter of 1 October 2019 inviting the 
Authority to provide inputs on the draft outline of the United Nations 
background note as requested by General Assembly through its resolution 73/292 of 
201

Appended herewith is the contribution of the Secretariat of the Authority 
authorize to be made available on the website of the 2020 UN Ocean 
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ANNEX:  

CONTRIBUTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL SEABED AUTHORITY  

TO THE  

BACKGROUND NOTE REQUESTED BY UNGA THROUGH ITS RESOLUTION 73/292. 

 

I. Introduction 

 
1. This contribution by the International Seabed Authority (ISA) is made in response to the 
invitation to submit inputs to the background note requested by the General Assembly through its 
resolution 73/292 of 9 May 2019.  
 
2. The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) established the 
International Seabed Authority as the only international organization mandated to control and regulate 
seabed activities in the international seabed area (the Area) for the benefit of mankind as a whole.   
 
3. As outlined in the Strategic Plan of ISA for 2019-20231, the mission of ISA is, inter alia, “to 

be the organization through which States Parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law of Sea 

organize and control activities in the Area, which is the common heritage of mankind, to promote the 

orderly, safe and responsible management and development of the resources of the Area for the 

benefit of mankind as a whole, including through the effective protection of the marine environment 

and contributing to agreed international objectives and principles, including the Sustainable 

Development Goals”. 
 

4. Although all Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are of relevance to the work of ISA (see 
appendix 1), of most relevance is SDG14. Of the ten indicators or targets for SDG 14, ISA makes 
relevant contributions towards the achievement of SDG Target 14.2 (“Sustainable management and 
protection of marine and coastal ecosystems”), SDG Target 14.5 (“Marine protected areas and 
effective management plans”)
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II. Activities, challenges and opportunities for the implementation of SDG14 

 
5. As stated in the overview of the context and challenges faced by ISA in the Strategic Plan for 
2019-20232, one of the challenges for the Organization is to contribute to the timely and effective 
implementation of SGDs and, in particular, SDG 14 (Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas 

and marine resources for sustainable development), through the implementation of the economic, 
environmental and social mandates assigned to it under the United Nations Convention on the Law of 
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analysis, when available 11. As part of its responsibilities, ISA also has the duty to encourage 
appropriate programmes to be designed and implemented to respond to the needs and priorities of 
developing States with a view to (i) strengthening their research capabilities, (ii) training their 
personnel in the techniques and applications of research and, (iii) fostering the employment of their 
qualified personnel12. The ISA is also entrusted by UNCLOS to facilitate the transfer of marine 
technology and scientific knowledge with regard to activities in the Area in order for the Enterprise 
and all States Parties to benefit from it13. 
 
13. As of today, more than 300 individuals from developing States have benefited from the 
capacity-building schemes (Contractor Training Programme, Endowment Fund for Marine Scientific 
Research, Internships). Further successful results are expected with the implementation of a new 
series of programmes and projects as well as with the establishment of regional training centres such 
at the one established by ISA and the Ministry of Natural Resources of China, in Qingdao, in 2019, in 
light of Parts XI, XIII and XIV of UNCLOS.  

 
e- Target 14.c - Enhance the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources by 

implementing international law as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of 

the Sea 

 
14. 
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d- Enhancing deep sea marine biodiversity assessment through the creation of online taxonomic 

atlases linked to deep sea mining activities in the Area (#OceanAction17776) 
 
25. The lack of deep sea marine taxonomy is a major impediment for assessing deep sea marine 
biodiversity. First, existing lists of species collected in the deep sea do not provide the required 
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Policy Handbook (UNECA, March 2016) and in the African Charter on Maritime Security, Safety and 
Development, adopted by the African Heads of State in October 2016. 
 
30. The Africa Deep Seabed Resource Project, which has been designed to operationalise this 
Voluntary Commitment, aims at contribution to the sustainable development of Africa’s Blue 
Economy by informing decision-making processes of African States on the activities undertake in the 
Area and by strengthening the technical capacities of national experts, including women scientists.  
 
 
Partners: African Union -
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Appendix 1: Contribution of ISA to the achievement of the SDGs 
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international organizations, contractors, 
and other relevant stakeholders to 
advance research related to the 
environmental effects of activities in 
the Area 

the collection, analysis and 
archiving of environmental 
information and the development 
of long-term observation systems 
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their long-term impact on capacity-
building 

programmes Commissi
on 
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of training programmes Commission 

6.3.3 Identify and develop measures to 
strengthen the role of women in deep 
seabed-related activities and, in particular, 
deep seabed research 

Report on the measures identified or 
developed that could be implemented 
by the Authority to strengthen the 
role of women in deep sea research 

2020 Secretariat Assembly  

 

 


