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Our ocean, our future, our responsibility 
 

1. We, the Heads of State and Government and high-level representatives meeting in Lisbon 
from 2 to 6 June 2020 at the United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of 
Sustainable Development Goal 14 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, “Scaling 
up ocean action based on science and innovation of Goal 14: stocktaking, partnerships and 
solutions”, with the participation of civil society and other relevant stakeholders, reaffirm our 
strong commitment to conserve and sustainably use our oceans, seas and marine resources. 
Greater ambition is required at all levels to address the dire state of the ocean. As leaders and 
representatives of our Governments, we are determined to act decisively and urgently to 
improve the health and productivity of the ocean. [Based on A/RES/71/312, OP1] 
 

2. We reaffirm the commitments made in the declaration, entitled “Our ocean, our future: ‘call 
for action” adopted by the high-level United Nations Conference to Support the 
Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the 
oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development, held from 5 to 9 June 2017. 
[New language] 
 

3. We recognize that the ocean is fundamental to life on our planet and our future. The ocean is 
an important source of our planet's biodiversity and plays a vital role in the climate system 
and water cycle. The ocean supplies us with oxygen to breathe, contributes to food security 
and to decent jobs and livelihoods and plays an essential role in sustainable development, a 
sustainable ocean-based economy and poverty eradication. We underline the interlinkages 
and synergies between Goal 14 and the other Goals of the 2030 Agenda, which is integrated 
and indivisible in its nature. [Based on A/RES/71/312, OP3] 
 

4. We are therefore deeply alarmed by the global emergency facing the ocean. Sea levels are 
rising, the ocean is warmer and more acidic. Plastic pollution continues to enter the ocean at 
an alarming rate, a third of fish stocks are now overexploited, and half of all living coral has 
been lost. While progress has been made towards the achievement of some targets of Goal 
14, action is not advancing at the speed or scale required to meet our globally-agreed goals 
and targets. The most urgent example of this is the lack of success in achieving the four 
targets under Goal 14 that mature this year, and we 
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