
a n d  c a r b o n - n e u t r a l  p a t h — b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  “ o l d  n o r m a l ” .

“This is not only a health crisis but a human crisis; a jobs crisis; a humanitarian crisis and a development crisis. 

And it is not just about the most vulnerable. This pandemic shows that we are all at risk because we are only 

as strong as the weakest health system. Its unprecedented scale demands an unprecedented response,” said 

United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres, who presented his report on the socio-economic impacts 
of COVID-19 “Shared Responsibility, Global Solidarity” in March.

“Everything we do during and after this crisis must be with a strong focus on building more equal, inclusive and 
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For a sustainable development that benefits more people, the choice must be for a recovery from COVID-19 that 
is fast, fair, green and inclusive.

About the framework document

The “United Nations Framework for the immediate socio-economic response to COVID-19: Shared responsi-
bility, global solidarity and urgent action for people in need”, released today puts in practice the UN Secretary-
General’s Shared Responsibility, Global Solidarity report on the same subject. It is one of three critical com-
ponents of the UN’s efforts to save lives, protect people, and rebuild better, alongside the health response, led 
by the World Health Organization (WHO), and the humanitarian response, as detailed in the UN-led COVID-19 
Global Humanitarian Response Plan. Three funding mechanisms support the comprehensive response pillars: 
The COVID-19 Solidarity Response Fund, managed by the UN Foundation and the Swiss Philanthropy Foundation 
for the immediate health needs; the “Global Humanitarian Response Plan” for the humanitarian appeal; and the 
United Nations COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund for the socio-economic recovery.

About the UN Development System

The United Nations development system is the world’s largest international actor on social protection and 
basic services. The UN System is present in 162 countries and territories and reaches tens of millions of people 
through basic services, social transfers and other forms of social protection. The UN Development System has 
extensive experience in supporting governments in developing social protection systems including social pro-
tection floors and delivery of quality social services and to support such services across humanitarian and 
development contexts. unsdg.un.org
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