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United Nations has been able

to continue its vital work around the world.

Yesterday, Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that all “New York State on

PAUSE” restrictions and closures will be extended through 15 May 2020. Asa result,

in consultation with senior management and our medical services, and following

a conservative and pragmatic approach, I have decided that the current telecommuting

arrangements at United Nations Headquarters shall be extended through 31 May 2020.

We will continue to review such arrangements, as subsequent extensions may be

necessary, and will provide you with advance notice.

The Senior Emergency Policy Team, along with the Crisis Operations

Group, are also working on measures for an eventual phased, gradual and flexible

return to work in the building whenever it is considered safe for us to do so. Any

decision will be guided by medical advice, continuous risk assessments, local

conditions, including school closures, and criticality of functions for our business

continuity.

I wish to assure you that we will exercise maximum flexibility for staff with

children, vulnerable dependents and underlying health conditions. I am also mindful

that telecommuting arrangements are working well and that some functions could be

performed remotely for longer periods by staff who do not fall into the aforementioned

categories. At the appropriate time, senior managers will engage with you in the

planning for our eventual return to the premises. Of course, senior managers and

I will also be in regular contact with you as developments unfold.

Updates will continue to be shared at www.un.org/coronavirus.

The COVID-19 helpline remains in place to answer your questions (1 212 963 9999),

and the Departments of Operational Support and of Management Strategy, Policy and

Compliance stand ready to assist as needed.

All United Nations Staff Members
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