
Excellencies, Dear Colleagues.  

Thank you for this important initiative.  

The human costs and the economic effects of this pandemic are staggering.  

With unemployment soaring, investments and remittances falling, and debt mounting, those 

with the least are ʹ as always ʹ hit the hardest. 

Disruptions in supply-chains add to the strain by creating shortages of essential goods such as 

food, fertilizers, medicines and fuel. 

These problems call for urgent global action and solidarity.    

Let me highlight three priority initiatives for Norway.  

Firstly, development and fair distribution of vaccines to low and middle-income countries.  

The Norwegian initiated Coalition for epidemic preparedness innovations, CEPI, is central in 

this. I am encouraged by the strong international support for CEPIs efforts.  

We have also increased our funding to GAVI, to WHO, and to the UN humanitarian response.   

Secondly, we invest in a united global response with a strong UN at its core.  

Therefore, Norway took the initiative to establish a UN COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund. 

The aim is to help those most vulnerable to economic hardship.  

We also support the International Financial Institutions debt moratorium and deferment of 

payments.  

Thirdly, corruption and fraud thrive in times of chaos.  




