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Keynote remarks 
 

Mr. Qu Dongyu 

Qu Dongyu, who took office on 1 August 2019 as Director-General of 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, has 
spent his life working on how to make sure the world is fed.  

Born in 1963 to a rice-growing family in China’s Hunan Province, Qu 
studied horticultural science at Hunan Agricultural University and 
then plant breeding and genetics at the Chinese Academy of 
Agricultural Sciences. He later added environmental science to his 

knowledge portfolio while earning a PhD at Wageningen University, in the Netherlands. 

He then progressed through a range of national and international activities, engaged 
simultaneously in science and management, all during a time when China’s reform and 
opening-up process led the country to dramatically reduce poverty and hunger in a country 
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Discussion 2: Innovative solutions for improving access to clean and safe water 
 
Mr. Samir Ibrahim 
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Mr. Zahin Razeen  
 
Razeen is a UN Young Leader for the Sustainable Development 
Goals as well as a deep-tech futurist on a mission to drive the 
world towards industry 5.0 where the high-speed accuracy of 
industrial automation will undergo symbiosis with the cognitive, 
critical thinking skills of humans. 

 
He is the founder of a company named “Quantum Polychemics Biotechnology“. It is a 


