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Malawi SDG 7 Cleaner Cooking Energy Compact 

Transformation in the Decade of Action: Toward Universal Access to Cleaner Cooking Solutions for All Malawians 
 

SECTION 1: AMBITION  
 
1.1. Ambitions to achieve SDG7 by 2030. [ Please select all that apply]  

(Member States targets could be based on their NDCs, energy policies, national five-year plans etc. targets for companies/organizations could be based on their corporate strategy)  
 

☒ 7.1. By 2030, ensure universal access to 
affordable, reliable and cleaner energy 
services.  

 

Target(s):  Universal access to cleaner cooking solutions for all 
Rural Population phases out open fires through u
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☐ 7.3. By 2030, double the global rate of 
improvement in energy efficiency.  

 

Target(s):  
Time frame:  
Context for the ambition(s):   

☐ 7.a.  
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¶ An additional 2,000,000 improved biomass cookstoves distributed by 2025 

¶ An additional 3,000,000 improved cookstoves for both biomass and alternative cooking fuels by 2030 

Ongoing until 2025 
Ongoing until 2030 
 

 

¶ CSO community initiatives ensuring that 55,000 rural men and women per year are trained to make and use improved cookstoves 
using locally available materials 

¶ Customs, excise and VAT exemptions for efficient stoves and alternative sustainable fuels in place 

Ongoing 
 
Ongoing until 2023 
 

Outcomes for Ambition 7.2 
The 2018 NEP outlines assessable outcomes as follows: 

¶ 100 charcoal kiln projects implemented  

¶ 50 biomass briquette or pelletising projects implemented  

¶ 200,000 small (5kg) LPG cylinders and small gas cookers bought and used by households 
¶ 75% of charcoal makers commercially growing and using alternatives to natural trees for charcoal production 

¶ 300 entrepreneurs benefitting from incentives and activities of manufacturing and distributing biomass technologies (disaggregated 
by location, sex and technology type).  

¶ 100 industry players trained in safety in LPG, biogas and natural gas industry 
 

 
Ongoing until 
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SECTION 5: IMPACT  
 
 
5.1. Countries planned for implementation including number of people potentially impacted. 
 

Malawi 
25 Million people by 2030 (that's the entire population projected at the time) have access at least to transitional firewood technologies and are aware of alternatives to unsustainably produced charcoal and 
firewood. This results in reduced GHG emissions, reduced health impacts (respiratory illnesses and musculoskeletal injuries, etc.), fuel, time and labour savings, alternative income generation reducing 
poverty levels, increased forest restoration, and reduced land degradation. 
Currently the majority 85% of the population live in rural areas and only 15% in urban areas. 
 

 

 
5.2. Alignment with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development ʹ Please describe how each of the actions from section 2 impact advancing the SDGs by 2030. 

 [up to 500 words, please upload supporting strategy documents as needed]  
 

7.1. The main aim is to create access to a transitional affordable firewood technology for the entire rural and peri-urban population expected to be over 20 Million by 2030 in order to phase out the currently 
used open fires without having to change the energy source, but reduce the firewood consumption and related emissions by at least 40%. Especially for the urban population, the main goal is to reduce 
unsustainably produced charcoal through enhancing access to alternative cooking fuels, accompanied by the access to the respective efficient cooking appliances suitable for the alternative fuels. This is 
directly contributing to universal access to affordable and reliable energy. 
 
7.2. Supporting the production of alternative fuels and stoves will increase the availability of affordable options and thus increase access to affordable, reliable and cleaner cooking energy for a larger share of 
the population, although universal access might not be achieved yet by 2030 especially for the more capital-intensive fuels.  

 
5.3. Alignment with Paris Agreement and net-zero by 2050 - Please describe how each of the actions from section 2 align with the Paris Agreement and national NDCs (if applicable) and support the net-zero emissions by 2050.  

[up to 500 words, please upload supporting strategy documents as needed]  
 

7.1. In Malawi 81.6 % of solid biomass is considered non-renewable. Transitioning users of non-renewable biomass to more efficient technologies or fuels from sustainable sources will contribute directly to 
reduce GHG emissions: To transition over 4 Million households from open fires to simple firewood stoves is estimated to reduce the consumption of firewood by 40%, potentially reducing GHG emissions at 
least by 1 ton CO2 equivalent per household per year. Transitioning institutional caterers and users of firewood for productive use can reduce firewood consumption by up to 70%. Transitioning urban 
households to alternative or sustainable fuels will further reduce the emissions caused in the production and usage of unsustainable charcoal from non-renewable biomass.  
 

7.2. Shifting from unsustainable biomass energy sources to sustainable and diversified renewable energy production will lead to reduction of GHG emissions.  
On the pathway to net-zero emissions by 2050 the entire biomass fuels should come from sustainably managed renewable sources whereby the main responsibility lies with the Ministry of Forestry and 
Natural Resources. For the Ministry of Energy, expanding the cooking fuel resource base other renewable energy sources will be built up (ethanol, biogas, etc.) and electricity generation from renewable 
sources (PV, wind, geothermal etc.) will be prioritized. LPG still plays an important role to quickly reduce unsustainable charcoal, so that its climate impact as a fossil fuel is estimated to be outweighed by the 
gains at least for the natural resources.  
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SECTION 6: MONITORING AND REPORTING  
 

6.1. Please describe how you intend to track the progress of the proposed outcomes in section 3. Please also describe if you intend to use other existing reporting frameworks to track progress on the proposed outcomes.  
 

The main focus of this energy compact is the household cooking energy. The cooking energy situation of households will be incorporated in more detail in the population census to capture the relevant 
information on cooking technologies and fuel use at no or low additional cost. This will inform the detailed outcome figures. 
 
Geospatial observation and mapping exercises carried out by existing institutions (e.g.: SEforALL) and programmes will be used for monitoring the natural resource base. 

 
Consolidated reporting of members of the National Cookstove Steering Committee, who implement cleaner cooking activities, will continue to be used to complement reporting by the activities carried out by 
the Ministry of Energy. Reports from the production industry (both stoves and fuels) will be sought and additional information extracted from the relevant existing associations like MBAULA Network on 



mailto:jkalowek@gmail.com
mailto:jkalowekamo@energy.gov.mw
mailto:karina.ivanova@united-purpose.org
https://www.energy.gov.mw/
https://energypedia.info/wiki/Malawi_Cookstove_DB
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjmjcmdzYPzAhUKkRQKHTsMDy4QFnoECAwQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.energy.gov.mw%2Fdownload%2F27%2Fpolicies-and-strategies%2F1893%2Fnational-energy-policy-2018-final&usg=AOvVaw0UAJIOuesKkny9ktUkEGp7
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjVw6Wr8ZHzAhUFolwKHZOBBP0QFnoECCMQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.energy.gov.mw%2Fdownload%2F30%2Fmiscellaneous-documents%2F1909%2Fmalawi-sustainable-energy-investment-study&usg=AOvVaw0KQ5GVUEjGhz_roJpmys2i
https://cepa.org.mw/Library/inbox/wood-fuel-supply-demand-overview-mapping-analysis-report-for-malawi
https://www.mbaula.org/
https://www.cleanercooking.org/

