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SDG7 Energy Compact of the United States of America 

A next Decade Action Agenda to advance SDG7 on sustainable energy for all, in line with the goals of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change 

 

Please note that this document contains input  and initiatives  from multiple Departments and Agencies of the U.S. government in the international and domestic arenas that have been combined to form a 
whole-of-government approach.      

 

SECTION 1: AMBITION  
 
1.1. Ambitions to achieve SDG7 by 2030. [Please select all that apply, and make sure to state the baseline of each target]  

(Member States’ targets could be based on their NDCs, energy policies, national five-year plans, etc. Targets for companies/organizations could be based on their corporate strategy)  
 

☒ 7.1. By 2030, ensure universal access to 
affordable, reliable, and modern energy 
services.  

 

Target 7.1.1: Create 35 million new electrical connections for households and businesses.  
Time frame: Present-2030 
Context for the ambition: More than half of people living in sub-Saharan Africa do not have access to electricity. For 580 million people it is a constraint to 
development that limits access to education, health care, and economic opportunity. Since 2013, USAID’s Power Africa program has supported on-grid and off-
grid energy access to new electricity consumers. To date, Power Africa has realized over 25 million new connections. By 2030, Power Africa will help create 35 
million more for a total of 60 million connections. With an average household size of approximately five throughout sub-Saharan Africa, Power Africa’s on-grid 
and off-grid energy access interventions have the potential to change up to 300 million lives by 2030.  
 
Target 7.1.2: Through the Build Back Better World (B3W) initiative, the United States aims to help meet the developing world’s infrastructure needs in the 21st 

century and mobilize private-sector capital in climate change mitigation and adaptation, including projects which will help increase access to reliable and modern 

energy. The leading U.S. source of international infrastructure development financing, the U.S. International Development Finance Corporation (DFC) aims to 

increase clean energy financing, including through its Call for Applications for Distributed Renewable Energy (DRE) projects and collaborations with the Shell and 

Rockefeller Foundation, all of which advance DFC’s 2025 goal to increase electricity access for at least 10 million people.  

Time frame: 2030 

Context for the ambitions: The B3W strategic initiative is led by major democracies to help meet the developing world’s infrastructure needs in the 21st century. 

DFC’
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☒ 7.2. By 2030, increase substantially the 
share of renewable energy in the global 
energy mix.  

 

Target 7.2.1: Support energy transitions in major emerging economies, such as India, Indonesia, and South Africa; for example, harness bilateral cooperation and 
engagement to help India reach its stated goal of achieving 450 gigawatts of installed renewable energy capacity by 2030. 
Time frame: Major emerging economies are projected to drive global emission growth absent urgent action in this critical decade through 2030 to curb emissions. 
An example of urgent action includes rapidly ramping up renewable energy in India’s power sector between now and 2030, an essential element of that 
economy’s energy transition and of a global net-zero transition. In addition to its ambitious 2030 renewable energy goal, India has also set an interim goal of 175 
gigawatts of installed renewable energy capacity by 2022. 
Context for the ambition: Helping accelerate the clean energy transition in India, which has the fastest-growing emissions among major economies, will set an 
example for promoting rapid clean energy transitions and economic development in emerging economies around the world. 



Version 23 Sep  

 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

renewable energy, energy efficiency, and 
advanced and cleaner fossil-fuel 
technology; promote investment in energy 
infrastructure and clean energy 
technology.  

 

Context for the ambition: Power Africa partners with African governments, public international organizations, NGOs, and bilateral and multilateral donors to 
stimulate investment in sub-Saharan Africa’s energy sector. From its 19 official public sector development partners (and counting), Power Africa has leveraged 
nearly USD $23 billion in contributions to the energy sector to date. Over the next nine years, Power Africa expects to mobilize an additional USD $25 billion in 
commitments from its public sector partners to reach its topline goals of 30,000 megawatts (MW) of new, cleaner and more reliable electricity generation 
capacity and 60 million new electricity connections. 
 
Target 7.4.2: Ensure that one-
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SECTION 2: ACTIONS TO ACHIEVE THE AMBITION  
 
2.1. Please add at least one key action for each of the elaborated ambition(s) from section 1. [Please add rows as needed].  
 

Description of action (please specify for which ambition from Section 1)  
 

Action for 7.1.1: Power Africa will tap into hundreds of technical specialists and advisors covering more than 30 sub-Saharan Africa countries, allowing for a broad 
geographic reach. Power Africa will utilize this network of in-country technical advisors to establish trust with developers, ministries, and utilities and build new 
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SECTION 3: OUTCOMES  
 

3.1. Please add at least one measurable and time-based outcome for each of the actions from section 2. [Please add rows as needed]. 
 

Outcomes 
 
 
7.1.1: Improve access to electricity in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) by adding 35 million new electrical connections for households and businesses by 
2030. 
 
7.1.2: Increase the mobilization of DFC funding for clean-energy projects and increase electricity access for at least 10 million people, predominantly 

in low and lower-middle income countries. Increase private capital investments in climate change mitigation and adaptation, global health, 

information and communications technology, and gender equity and equality. 
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SECTION 4: REQUIRED RESOURCES AND SUPPORT  

4.1. Please specify required finance and investments for each of the actions in section 2. 

For all of the international actions in section 2, the required finance and investment have not yet been determined. Due to U.S. budgetary cycles, the U.S. is unable to commit to specific funding at this time but 
hopes to be able to share additional details in the coming months. Funding for all initiatives must meet both legal and policy requirements.  
 
For domestic actions in section 2: 
7.1.4: The United States Department of Energy will support this initiative with two critical financing tools that can facilitate the construction of high-voltage transmission lines to enhance the reach, reliability, 
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III.2. Has the Energy Compact considered energy-related targets and information in the updated/enhanced NDCs? ☒Yes ☐No 

III.3. Has the Energy Compact considered alignment with reaching the net-zero emissions goal set by many countries by 2050? ☒Yes ☐No 

IV. Leaving no one behind, strengthening inclusion, interlinkages, and synergies - Enabling the achievement of SDGs and just transition by reflecting interlinkages with other SDGs. 

IV.1. Does the Energy Compact include socio-economic impacts of measures being considered? ☒Yes ☐No 

IV.2. Does the Energy Compact identify steps towards an inclusive, just energy transition? ☒Yes ☐No 

IV.3. Does the Energy Compact consider measures that address the needs of the most vulnerable groups (e.g. those impacted the most by energy transitions, lack of energy access)? ☒Yes ☐No 

V. Feasibility and Robustness - Commitments and measures are technically sound, feasible, and verifiable based a set of objectives with specific performance indicators, baselines, targets and data sources as needed. 

V.1. Is the information included in the Energy Compact based on updated quality data and sectoral assessments, with clear and transparent methodologies related to the proposed measures? ☒Yes ☐No 

V.2. Has the Energy Compact considered inclusion of a set of SMART (specific, measurable, achievable, resource-based and time based) objectives? ☒Yes ☐No 

V.3. Has the Energy Compact considered issues related to means of implementation to ensure feasibility of measures proposed (e.g. cost and financing strategy, technical assistant needs and partnerships, policy and regulatory 

gaps, data and technology)? ☒Yes ☐No 

 

 

 

SECTION 8: ENERGY COMPACT GENERAL INFORMATION    
 
8.1. Title/name of the Energy Compact  

 
Energy Compact of the United States 

 
8.2. Lead entity name (for joint Energy Compacts please list all parties and include, in parenthesis, its entity type, using entity type from below) 

 

United States  

 
8.3. Lead entity type 

 

☒ Government  
 

☐ Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) 
 

 ☐ Private Sector  
 

☐ Local/Regional Government 
 

☐ Civil Society organization/Youth    
 

☐ Philanthropic Organization  
 

☐ Multilateral body /Intergovernmental Organization  
 

☐ Academic Institution /Scientific Community  
 

☐ Other relevant actor   
 

 
8.4. Contact Information  

 

U.S. Department of State, Office of the Special Presidential Envoy for Climate.   

 
8.5. Please select the geographical coverage of the Energy Compact  

☐Africa  ☐Asia and Pacific  ☐Europe  ☐Latin America and Caribbean  ☐North America  ☐West Asia  ☒Global  
 
8.6. Please select the Energy Compact thematic focus area(s) 
 

☒ Energy Access   ☒ Energy Transition  ☐ Enabling SDGs through inclusive just Energy Transitions   ☐ Innovation, Technology and Data  ☒ Finance and Investment. 
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