SDG7 Energy Compact of Montgomery County, Maryland

A next Decade Action Agenda to advance SDG7 on sustainable energy for all, in line with the goals of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change

SECTION 1: AMBITION

1.1. Ambitions to achieve SDG7 by 2030. [ Please select all that apply, and make sure to state the baseline of each target]
(Member States targets could be based on their NDCs, energy policies, national five-year plans etc. targets for companies/organizations could be based on their corporate strategy)

1 7.1. By 2030, ensure universal access to
affordable, reliable and modern energy
services.

[ 7.2. By 2030, increase substantially the
share of renewable energy in the global
energy mix.

Target(s): Reduce the energy burden for low-income households in Montgomery County while still transitioning to renewable energy sources.

Time frame: 100% of electricity must be generated by renewable energy by 2030, necessitating universal and accessible access to these services
before or by 2030.

Context for the ambition(s): 17% of households in the County experience a high energy burden and 9% live in energy poverty. Low-income houses
without utilities included in rent payments are also more likely to use more polluting energy sources like oil and propane. Significant infrastructural
changes, such as better insulation in low-income housing, will be required to reduce costs. In addition, there are various energy financing programs,
such as the Montgomery County Green Bank and Clean Energy Advantage (CEA) Loan program, which can make residential renewable energy
projects affordable.

Target(s): 100% of electricity must be generated by carbon-free energy sources, with a particular emphasis on electricity usage by private buildings;
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(7.2) Public Facility Solar Photovoltaic Installations and Groundwork- By installing solar PV panels on public facilities, the County can reduce its reliance
on the electric grid and reduce energy costs. Furthermore, installing solar PV panels on county buildings could eventually eliminate the need for the
County to purchase renewable energy credits (RECs) which are currently used to offset the remaining GHG emissions from its facilities and fleet.

Start and end date
FY 2021-2030

Description of action (please specify for which ambition from Section 1)

(7.1, 7.2) Advocate for a 100% Renewable Portfolio Standard by 2030- Advocating for a 100% Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) from Tier 1 resources
that are carbon-free by 2030 is a crucial step in meeting the emissions reduction goals of the County. Requiring utilities providing electricity in the state to
generate their electricity from renewable sources is the most straightforward approach to cleaning Maryland’s electric grid. The current Maryland RPS is
50% renewable by 2030, while Montgomery County’s zero emissions pathway requires a 100% renewable grid by 2030.

Start and end date
FY 2021- 2030

SECTION 3: OUTCOMES

3.1. Please add at least one measurable and time-based outcome for each of the actions from section 2. [Please add rows as needed].

Outcome Date
Community Choice Energy Program- By 2027, 86% of all electricity consumed is carbon-free. By 2035, 100% of all electricity consumed is | 2027-2035
carbon-free.

QOutcome Date
Private Building Solar Photovoltaic Code Requirements- By 2027, 86% of all electricity consumed is carbon-free. By 2035, 100% of all 2027
electricity consumed is carbon-free.







SECTION 6: MONITORING AND REPORTING

6.1. Please describe how you intend to track the progress of the proposed outcomes in section 3. Please also describe if you intend to use other existing reporting framewaorks to track progress on the proposed outcomes.





mailto:Adriana.Hochberg@montgomerycountymd.gov
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/green/climate/?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D150318126
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/green/climate/ghg-inventory.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/green/Resources/Files/climate/climate-work-plan-fiscal-year-2022.pdf




