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United Nations Transforming Education Summit 

TES Leaders Day: Spotlight Sessions (19 September, 2022) 

Gateways to Public Digital Learning: 
A multi-partner initiative to create and strengthen inclusive digital learning platforms 

and content 

 

Reaffirming digital learning as a public good 
 

UNESCO and UNICEF are launching a Global Initiative on Public Digital Learning to map, describe and analyze 
existing public platforms and content; help countries create and strengthen national platforms; identify and 
share best practices; and establish international norms and standards to guide the development of platforms in 
ways that advance national and international goals for education. 

The time has come for countries as well as the international community to treat digital technology and virtual 
environments as core to the educational enterprise. They demand the same rigor, care and attention that are 
paid to the physical infrastructure of learning. Schools and their resources have long been treated as public 
goods. And rightly so. They benefit everyone and, as such, demand public support, oversight, and governance. 
The same needs to be done for the digital spaces and infrastructures of learning. The UNESCO-UNICEF Initiative 
will take concrete actions in close partnership with countries and drawing on the expertise of other 
organizations, groups, and alliances to close this gap and ensure more universal access to high quality digital 
learning platforms and content. All learners deserve opportunities to learn through high-quality digital gateways 
to education and this Initiative will move the world closer to this goal.  

Background  
 

Well into the 21st century and 20 years since the start of the Open Education Resources (OER) movement, 
progress to establish and strengthen public digital learning platforms and content remains deeply uneven. Many 
countries still do not have publicly sanctioned digital platforms for education and, even when they do, the 
platforms and the learning content they host are often of very low quality. Progress to build digital spaces 
dedicated to supporting education, boosted by COVID-19 induced school closures, has lost momentum and, in 
many places, backtracked. Over one-third of national digital learning platforms built during the pandemic 
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Going forward this needs to change. It is imperative that 

https://www.un.org/en/content/digital-cooperation-roadmap/
https://www.un.org/en/content/common-agenda-report/
https://en.unesco.org/futuresofeducation/sites/default/files/2021-12/Rewired%20Global%20Declaration%20on%20Connectivity%20for%20Education.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/futuresofeducation/sites/default/files/2021-12/Rewired%20Global%20Declaration%20on%20Connectivity%20for%20Education.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/transforming-education-summit
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The overlooked key of content and strengthening public digital public platforms for 
learning  
 

Robust national and international efforts, such as Giga and the Global Education Coalition, already exist to 
advance progress towards connectivity and capacity building, in recognition of their importance to transform 
education through digital learning. However, all too often, countries as well as the international community, do 
not fully realize the importance of freely accessible national education platforms populated with high quality 
digital learning content. This is the overlooked key.  
 
While the Open Educational Resources (OER) movement has 
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The Gateways to Public 
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In support of this component, UNESCO will produce occasional case studies, think pieces and foresight work to 
help shine light on emerging and futures trends. Specific work will unpack, for example, options available to 
countries to manage digital content approval processes or the implications of technological innovations for 
digital learning platforms.  

Component #3: Norms and Standards (UNESCO led) 

Action:  Establish international norms and standards to help countries ensure the quality of public digital 
learning platforms and inform national targets and benchmarks.   

Description: Creating and sustaining digital platforms for education involves technical, legal, institutional, and 
economic challenges that encompass national, regional and global actors. Governments as well as schools will 
be well served with coherent visions of what public digital learning platforms should entail. This will help clarify 
steps required to establish and improve platforms from very different starting points and in diverse contexts.  

Benchmarks and standards for developing and strengthening public digital platforms for education will draw on 
an analysis of existing public platforms (Component #1), as well as good practices and the experiences of 
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Goals, targets, commitments, and actions concerning national digital learning platforms will need to be realistic 
to monitor and at a reasonable cost. The existence of platforms, key indicators concerning quality and equity, 




