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and families decry the value or lack of return on the investments they make in education and their 
children.  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic both exacerbated and illuminated this crisis.  It resulted in dramatic 
learning losses and widespread cuts to education budgets, dealing a hammer blow to securing 
access to quality education for all by 2030 - the central promise of Sustainable Development Goal 
4. Today, millions of learners are denied their fundamental right to quality education, and societies 
are left ill-prepared to overcome intersecting crises that threaten our collective future ƿ climate 
disruption, poverty, increasing inequality, cultural and political polarization, lack of trust, and 
conflict.  All of this can, and must change.  
 
Our first task is swift and targeted action to recover the learning losses inflicted by the pandemic, 
particularly on marginalized groups.  As we do this, however, there can be no going back to the 
education models of the past. We must reimag
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families a critical tool to prevent and reverse inter-generational inequalities.  It is one of the most 
important investments to improve educational outcomes. 
 
Learn to live together:  In a world of rising tensions, fraying trust and existential environmental 
crises, education must help us not only to live better with each other, but also with nature. 
 
There has been a significant weakening of social cohesion and rising levels of violence within the 
home, among communities, and across borders in recent years. Attacks on truth, facts and 
democratic institutions have become more widespread online and in real life. Education 
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and entrepreneurship.  This also calls for qualifications that recognize skills, work experiences 
and knowledge throughout life, and beyond formal education.  
 
Learn to be:  This implies the deepest purpose of education, which is to instill in learners the 
values and capacities to lead a meaningful life, to enjoy that life, and to live it fully and well. In 
part, it is a biproduct of learning to learn, to live together, and to do. Learning to be requires 
developing every student´s potential for creativity and innovation; their capacity to enjoy and to 
express themselves through the arts; their awareness of history and the diversity of cultures; and 
their disposition for leading a healthy life, to practice physical activities, games, and sports. This 
cannot be achieved by chance; it requires an evolution in curricula and mindsets, so that building 
the capacity to develop our
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Teachers must become knowledge producers, facilitators, and guides in the comprehension of 
complex realities. They must be trained and empowered to transcend from passive to active, from 
vertical and unidirectional to collaborative. They must promote learning based on experience, 
enquiry, and curiosity; develop the capacity, the joy and discipline for problem solving. To spark 
such a transformation, action is required in four areas.   
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inclusive digital learning platforms and content. Building on existing efforts, this initiative will 
search for and promote solutions to the financing, design, production, and free distribution of high 
quality public digital learning content. This is an important contribution to the broader push to 
secure a Global Digital Compact proposed in my report on the ǆOur Common AgendaǇ.  
 
Investing more, more equitably, and more efficiently in education 
 
Quality education is the single most important investment that any country can make for its future 
and its people. Investing in education is investing in people and in our collective future. This is a 
moral, political, and economic imperative.  Put simply:  the cost of not financing education is 
much higher than the cost of financing it.  
 
Global inequalities in education spending are particularly s
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Second, we must invest more equitably in education.  We must make sure that educational 
investment reaches those who have been traditionally excluded from quality education.  
Education investment must be equitable in geographical terms, so that rural, distant, and 
emergency-affected communities have access to adequate infrastructure, good teachers and 
learning resources. It must also be equitable along socioeconomic lines, making sure that 
families living in poverty will have access to the opportunities offered by high-quality public.  And 
it
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The UN system is primed to support governments and communities on this journey. UN Resident 
Coordinators and leading members of UN Country Teams including UNESCO, UNICEF, and the 
World Bank, can begin to reenvisage their own offer to developing countries, working with other 
international education partners like the EU and global 


