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Rule 18
Decisions concerning organization

The Conference shall, at its first meeting:
(a) Adopt its rules of procedure;
(b) Elect its officers and constitute its subsidiary organs;

(c) Adopt its agenda, the draft of which shall, until such adoption, be the
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Rule 23
Closing of the list of speakers

During the course of a debate, the President may announce the list of speakers
and, with the consent of the Conference, declare the list closed.

Rule 24
Right of reply

1.  Notwithstanding rule 23, the President shall accord the right of reply to a
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Rule 29
Submission of proposals and substantive amendments

Proposals and substantive amendments shall normally be submitted in writing
to the Secretary-
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(a) The Chairs of the General Committee and the Credentials Committee and
the Chairs of the committees, subcommittees and working groups may exercise the
right to vote in their capacity as representatives of States participating in the
Conference;

(b) Decisions of committees, subcommittees and working groups shall be
taken by a majority of the States present and voting, except that the reconsideration
of a proposal or an amendment shall require the majority established by rule 32.

IX. Languages and records
Rule 53
Languages of the Conference
Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be the languages
of the Conference.
Rule 54
Interpretation

1.  Speeches made in a language of the Conference shall be interpreted into the
other five languages.

2. A representative may speak in a language other than a language of the
Conference if the delegation concerned provides for interpretation into one of the
languages of the Conference.

Rule 55
Languages of official documents
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XII.

in the deliberations of the Conference, the Main Committee and, as appropriate, any
other committee or working group on questions within the scope of their activities.

Rule 64
Representatives of interested United Nations organs

Representatives designated by interested organs of the United Nations may
participate as observers, without the right to vote, in the deliberations of the
Conference, the Main Committee and, as appropriate, any other committee or working
group on questions within the scope of their activities.

Rule 65
Representatives of non-governmental organizations and other
relevant stakeholders®

1.  Non-governmental organizations and other relevant stakeholders approved to
participate in the Conference may designate representatives to attend public meetings
of the Conference and the Main Committee as observers.

2. Upon the invitation of the presiding officer of the Conference and subject to the
approval of the Conference, such observers may make oral statements on questions
in which they have special competence. If the number of requests to speak is too large,
the non-governmental organizations shall be requested to form themselves into
constituencies, such constituencies to speak through spokespersons.

Rule 66
Written statements

Written statements submitted by the designated representatives referred to in
rules 60 to 65 shall be circulated by the secretariat to all delegations in the quantities
and the languages in which the statements are made available to it at the site of the
Conference, provided that a statement submitted on behalf of a non-governmental
organization must be related to the work of the Conference and be on a subject in
which the organization has a special competence. Written statements shall not be
made available at United Nations expense and shall not be issued as official
documents.

Suspension and amendment of the rules of procedure

Rule 67
Method of suspension

Any of these rules may be suspended by the Conference provided that 24 hours’
notice of the proposal for the suspension has been given, which may be waived if no
representative objects. Any such suspension shall be limited to a specific and stated
purpose and to a period required to achieve that purpose.
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Paragraph 23.3 of Agenda 21 provides that “Any policies, definitions or rules affecting access to
and participation by non-governmental organizations in the work of United Nations institutions
or agencies associated with the implementation of Agenda 21 must apply equally to all major
groups”. Agenda 21 defines major groups as comprising women, children and youth, Indigenous
Peoples, non-governmental organizations, local authorities, workers and their trade unions,
business and industry, the scientific and technological community and farmers. Therefore, based
on Agenda 21, rule 65 shall apply equally to non-governmental organizations and other major
groups.
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