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Mr. Chairman, 

 
At the outset, allow me to congratulate you on your election to chair the proceedings of this 
important Committee, and to welcome also, other members of the Bureau. I assure you that 
my delegation is committed to working with you to ensure a successful outcome to our 
discussions. 
 
My delegation aligns itself with the statement delivered by the Distinguished 
Representative of Antigua and Barbuda on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. 
 
Allow me also to thank the Secretary–General for the comprehensive report contained in 
documents A/AC.198/2008/2 and A/AC.198/2008/3, on the activities of the Department 
of Public Information. The reports which outline the activities of the UN information 
centres and also provide an update on the work of the Department of Public Information 
(DPI) over the past year, in the areas of coordination, communication on thematic issues, 
and other general operational issues, will provide a useful basis for our work.  
 
My delegation also takes this opportunity to express its gratitude to the Under-Secretary-
General for Communication and Public Information, Mr. Kiyo Akasaka, and other staff 
members of the DPI for the extremely useful and informative interactive briefing session 
which was held yesterday afternoon.  My delegation 
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Mr. Chairman,  

 
World Press Freedom Day will be celebrated on 1st May 2008, during the proceedings of 
this Committee.  My delegation welcomes the celebration of World Press Freedom Day, 
and notes with alarm, the increasing numbers of attacks on journalists worldwide. Jamaica 
stands ready to contribute to all efforts that will preserve and protect the principles of 
freedom of the press and freedom of information.  
 

Mr. Chairman,  

 
The United Nations information centres, remain a critical tool for the dissemination of the 
UN’s message to populations across the world. The role of these information centres has 
been particularly effective in developing countries where they have played a critical role in 
enhancing access to information on events in the wider international community, and in 
helping to close the technological gap. My delegation applauds the efforts of the UN 
information centres to provide information to local communities in their local languages.  
 
Jamaica fully recognizes the high value in the work of the UN information centres, 
especially at the local level, and therefore believes it necessary to reiterate its call that any 
future rationalization be undertaken in consultation with the host country as well as all 
other countries served by the centre.   
 
We have noted the important work of the DPI and its network of information centres, in 
promoting the outcomes of international conferences and UN years and Observances. In 
this respect, I wish to draw attention to an issue of importance to my delegation.  In 2008, 
the international community is celebrating the International Year of Sanitation (IYS). 
Jamaica is currently hosting a Caribbean Conference on Sanitation in Kingston, where it 
has been noted that the achievement of effective sanitation is critical to human health and 
development and the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). I take this 
opportunity to urge that particular attention be paid to promoting the objectives of this 
international year.  
 
My delegation also wishes to reiterate its call for the enhancement of the information 
component within the UNDP Office located in Kingston, which will serve as a complement 
to the vital work being carried out by the Caribbean region’s only information centre 
located in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. 
 
 
Mr. Chairman, 

 
In a matter of days, the Capital Master Plan will be officially launched.  The role of the DPI 
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one central location.  Mr. Chairman, the global community is facing increasingly 
challenging times, with new issues including the global food crisis commanding urgent 
and strong action from the United Nations.    
 
My delegation therefore strongly urges the DPI to ensure that the high level of service 
provided to both Member States and the wider global citizenship, is not diminished 
throughout the period of implementation of the Capital Master Plan. 
 

 

Mr. Chairman,  

 
Before closing, allow me to take this opportunity, on behalf of my delegation, to publicly 
thank the DPI for its assistance and hard work in helping to organize the events of 25th 
March 2008, marking the 1st International Day of Remembrance for the Victims of Slavery 
and the Transatlantic Slave Trade.   
 
This bicentennial commemorative event has also inspired the initiative by Members States 
of the Caribbean Community, endorsed by the General Assembly together with the 
collaboration of the DPI, for the erection of a Per


