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High-level Thematic Round Table 3: Building sustainable infrastructure, 

strengthening connectivity, and promoting unfettered transit systems for landlocked 
developing countries 

Wednesday 11 December 2024, 10 am – 1 pm 

 

Introduction 

Landlocked developing countries (LLDCs) face inherent geographical and logistical challenges 

due to their lack of direct territorial access to the sea. Long distances to seaports and major markets, 

multiple border crossings, cumbersome transit procedures, and inadequate infrastructure pose 

major connectivity challenges for LLDCs, leading to their marginalization from the global 

economy.  These constraints are further exacerbated by severe financing deficit, limited data, and 
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Inland water transport and dry ports both play a large role as in international trade and for 

improving transit efficiency. However, these modes of transport also face several challenges, 

including high initial and maintenance costs.  

Effective development and management of multi-modal transit corridors are crucial for unlocking 

the economic potential of LLDCs and improving their overall connectivity with the global 

economy.  

Digital connectivity 

Information and communication technologies (ICTs) present a transformative opportunity for 

LLDCs by facilitating the flow of information and services, enabling businesses to reach global 

markets without extensive physical infrastructure. However, internet penetration in LLDCs lags 

behind global averages. 
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3.  How do regional integration and cooperation enhance LLDCsô connectivity? What are the 

key requirements for successful cross-border infrastructure collaboration?   

4. 


