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Keeping the Momentum for Ocean Action Webinar Series: Asia-
Pacific Stakeholder Participation and Engagement, 3 June 2020 

SUMMARY 
!

1. Background 
Convened by the General Assembly of the United Nations and co-hosted by the Governments of 
Kenya and Portugal, the “2020 United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of 
Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine 
resources for sustainable development” will be held in Lisbon, Portugal, under the overarching 
theme: “"#$%&'(!)*!+#,$'!$#-&+'!.$/,0!+'!/#&,'#,!$'0!&''+1$-&+'!2+3!-4,!&5*%,5,'-$-&+'!+2!6+$%!
789!/-+#:-$:&'(;!*$3-',3/4&*/!$'0!/+%)-&+'/<=!

In light of the global coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and as per the General Assembly decision, 
the co-hosts of the Conference, the governments of Kenya and Portugal in consultation with the 
General Assembly, will decide on future dates for the Conference, including timelines for the 
preparatory process. 

With th
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the capacity to reduce the demand for plastics and catalyze a transformation in the plastic 
industry by changing social norms and shifting towards a plastic-free economy. 
 

b. 0,&"%'"%1'2)$3"+&'*4%&#5$&*6 The discussion on the role of the ocean moderating climate 
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After presenting a video highlighting the work of 
ESCAP towards the protection of 







 

 6 

 
Almost all responding attendees (over 97%) were satisfied with each of these event aspects: 
date and time, speakers, interventionists, overall management of the call and sound and video 
quality. 
 
Highlights: Reasons for joining the webinar: 

• “To learn more about how we can protect our ocean in the time of COVID-19”. 
• “Asia-Pacific is a key region for sustainable development and marine affairs. This event 

will keep me updated with voices and ideas of stakeholders in this area.” 
• “To learn about what is being done across the region and the different approaches being 

implemented.” 
• “Our organization has members in Asia-Pacific and would like to become more involved 

about the issues in this region.” 
 
76% of responding attendees found the content of the webinar to be relevant to their work.   
 
86% of responding attendees reported that they are very likely to participate in UNDESA/ESCAP 
events in the future. 
 
Annex 3: Event Agenda 
 
10:00 – 10:10  Welcome Remarks  

Ms. Lotta Tahtinen, Chief, Outreach and Partnerships Branch, Division 
for Sustainable Development Goals (DSDG), UN-DESA  
Mr. Stefanos Fotiou, Director of the Environment and Development 
Division, ESCAP, Moderator 

10:10 - 10:20  Keeping the Momentum towards Ocean Action for Stakeholders in 
Asia-Pacific  
>,?'+-,!$003,//!.?!@A"6B/!"*,#&$%!C'1+?!2+3!-4,!
D#,$'!E5.$//$0+3!F,-,3!G4+5/+'!H1&$!1&0,+!5,//$(,I  

10:20– 10:50  Engaging Asia-Pacific Stakeholders for Ocean Action:   
Marine Plastic Pollution and Ocean-Climate Synergies  

• Dr. Brajesh Dubey (India) - Professor, Department of Civil 
Engineering at Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) with nearly 20 years of 
research, teaching, training and industrial outreach experience, has 
authored/co-authored more than 200 publications.  
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• Ms. Fithriyyah Iskandar (Indonesia) - President of Seangle -


