


 
 

Guiding Principles for the Declaration on Future Generations 
 

Taking into consideration the perspectives and priorities of Member States in safeguarding the 

interests of future generations, as well as their commitment to the United Nations Charter, the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and the UN75 Declaration, the co-facilitators envision that the Declaration on Future 

Generations will be elaborated in accordance with the following guiding principles. 
 

1. In the continued effort to uphold the principles of the UN Charter, in particular the 

commitment “to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war”, it is necessary to 

promote international peace and security and full respect for the international rule of law. 

Within this context, Member States should promote full respect for the principles of state 

sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

 
2. Member States must promote universal respect for and observance of human rights and 

fundamental freedoms for all without distinction or discrimination of any kind, thereby 

preserving the ability for future generations to enjoy these rights and freedoms. 

 
3. Member States have a duty to preserve the ability for future generations to achieve 

sustainable development, including by effectively eradicating poverty, ensuring that no one 

is left behind. 

 
4. The achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls are 

crucial for a sustainable future. 

 
5. Multilateralism must be strengthened if we are to create a world that is more equal, more 

resilient and more sustainable. It is therefore imperative to address the growing inequality 

within and among countries, to build trust, and foster effective and efficient multilateralism 

to ensure the future that we want. 

 
6. The survival and prosperity of generations to come are dependent on the sustainability of 

the planet they will inherit. As such, efforts should be increased to counter environmental 

threats and address the devastating impacts of climate change, biodiversity loss and 

pollution. 

 
7. Closing the digital divides, both between and within countries, is essential in order for 

Member States to maximize the benefits of rapidly advancing technology in their 

development and to minimize and mitigate the associated risks. 

 
8. Investing in our capacity to better forecast, prepare for and respond to various future global 

shocks, including by creating the necessary infrastructure, identifying opportunities and 

avoiding or mitigating risks, is essential to support long term sustainable policy impact. 



 
 

9. Our decisions, actions and inactions, today have an intergenerational multiplier effect, such 

that our conduct today will impact future generations exponentially. Therefore present 

generations, including youth and children, carry a responsibility towards future generations 

to act with their interests in mind. The pursuit of intergenerational equity and solidarity 

requires meaningful engagement and dialogue. 

 
 

The Way Forward 
 

The co-facilitators bear in mind that the intergovernmental process to determine the scope and 

elements of the Summit of the Future is ongoing. It is also noted that it is the prerogative of the 

President of the General Assembly to appoint co-facilitators for intergovernmental processes 

during the 78th session. The co-facilitators recommend that the text of the Declaration is negotiated 

in the next session of the General Assembly, as part of the follow up of the SDG Summit and the 

preparatory process of the Summit of the Future. The co-facilitators feel that the application of the 

guiding principles embodied in this document will enable the membership to engage in the 

negotiations of a Declaration on Future Generations in a constructive and efficient manner. The 

negotiations will take place within a timeline to be determined after the Summit of the Future 

Ministerial, in close coordination with other related processes. 


