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FIVE MINUTE STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF GHANA, 

NANA ADDO DANKWA AKUFO-ADDO, 
AT THE “SUMMIT OF THE FUTURE: MULTILATERAL SOLUTIONS 

FOR A BETTER TOMORROW”, ON SUNDAY, 22ND SEPTEMBER 2024, 
AT THE UN HEADQUARTERS, NEW YORK. 

 
Secretary-General,  
Excellencies Heads of State and Government,  
Esteemed Delegates,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I speak to you today with a deep sense of urgency and responsibility. We 
gather here as members of a global family, not pursuing narrow national 
interests. The future is not distant: it is here, and the choices we make here 
will determine the fate of generations to come. 
 
Our theme, "Multilateral Solutions for a Better Tomorrow," reminds us that 
no nation, no matter how powerful, can solve today’s challenges alone. The 
climate crisis, inequality, pandemics, terrorism and violent extremism, these 
are not local problems – they are global and demand global solutions. 
 
We live in an era of division. Too often, we allow lines of wealth, geography 
or ideology to define our responses to global challenges. In doing so, we 
forget that standing apart leads to failure, whilst standing together ensures 
progress. The pandemic showed us how interconnected we are. It revealed 
that no nation can shield itself from a world in disarray.  
 
Yet, in its aftermath, we have seen irrational isolationism and blind 
nationalism resurge. This path, my friends, leads to failure. We must return 
to the founding principles of the United Nations: cooperation, solidarity and 
shared commitment to peace, which underlie the UN 2030 SDGs, whose 
fulfilment presents humanity with its most progressive charter. 
 
At the heart of today’s crisis is the climate emergency, which threatens 
humanity’s very existence. Africa, whilst contributing the least to global 
emissions, bears the heaviest burden. From floods to desertification, we are 
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already experiencing its devastating effects. Despite the promises, the 
vulnerable remain abandoned.  
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